
DWR 1-661 (Revised 11/29/2023)

Kansas Department of Agriculture
Division of Water Resources

APPROVAL OF NEW APPLICATION WORKSHEET 

1. File No.:  50997 2. Status Change Date:

3. Package File No(s):  8323 (Voluntary Dismissal)

4. Field Office:  01 - Topkea
GMD:         
Structures File No.:       
Filing/Priority Date:  12/30/2023

5a.  Applicant     Owner     WUC Person ID 62364
 Address Change Add Seq#      

BLUE RIVER FARMS LLC 
ATTN: ALAN BRUNA
405 E NORTH ST
HANOVER KS 66945-8943

5b.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

     

5c.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

     

5d.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

     

6.  Change No.:                  PD     PU     UMW
Base Acres:          Year:          Min Reasonable Q:       
Previous UMW:                          
MDS Gauge:          Active Admin?  
Completion/Start Date: 12/31/2025   Perfection/Expiration Date: 12/31/2029   

7.  Use of Water
      Groundwater       Surface Water
   UMW: IRR-Irrigation       
   UMW:                  
   UMW:                  

8.  Action Trail             

9.  Special Conditions      

10.  5YR Allocation Type:            Start Year:           5YR Quantity:         Base Acres:      
Comment:       

11.  Sand & Gravel        Proj ID:             Active       Dredge       IND Evap       Jr Evap       Other Diversion       Rpt on Sr

12.  Waiver    Rule ID:         New   Date Requested:         
Applies:           Rule No.:      
Rule Type:       
Rule SubType:        

Justification:       

Processed
CCB
4/26/2024

Comments
     

Reviewed
KAK
4/26/2024

Entered

4/30/2024

5/2/2024
KAnderson



13. County: MS Marshall   Basin: Big Blue River   Stream: Big Blue River File No. 50997
Structures File No:      Aquifer Code:             Special Use Area:             

14.  Points of Diversion, Rates & Quantities
Oty  AF Rate  gpm Storage Qty       Storage Rate

PDIV Qualifier S T R ID ‘N ‘W Comment (AKA Line) Auth Add Auth Add Auth Add Auth/Add Overlaps

CHK 90202 SE NE NE 18 3 7E 2 4385 250      157 157 1300 1300                     

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

15.  Limitations Type:          Quantity:                Rate:                combined with file no(s):       
Type:          Quantity:             Rate:             combined with file no(s):       

16.  Metering   Metering Required       Anti-Reverse Required       Seal Required     Compliance Date:  12/31/2025

17.  Place of Use
NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ Total

PDIV S T R ID
NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE

 Owner(s) Chg? Overlaps

MOD 14329 17 3 7E 1      21.5           40 39 16 27                                         143.5  5a      

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                            

                                            

                                            
18.  Point of Diversion and Place of Use Overlaps
*       
+      
#      
^      

**       
++      
##      
^^      



MEMORANDUM TO FILE
Division of Water Resources, Water Appropriation Program

Date:  April 25, 2024
From:  Colin Barclay, Environmental Scientist
Re:  New Application File No. 50,997
        Water Right, File No. 8,323

Summary
Blue River Farms LLC Alan Bruna has filed the above referenced application to appropriate 157 acre-feet of 

surface water at a rate of 1,300 gallons per minute. The proposed point of diversion is a single pump site located on 
the Big Blue River in Marshall County, Kansas. The place of use is fully owned by the applicant, and they have signed 
the application form affirming legal access to the point of diversion. The new application overlaps in place of use with 
Water Right, File No. 8,323. The existing water right’s status is in question given the long record of non-use without 
due and sufficient cause. Therefore, the owner has submitted a voluntary closure form in order to pursue a new 
appropriation for the irrigation project. Reasonable Rate and Quantity

The quantity requested is 157.00 acre-feet at a rate of 1300 gallons per minute for a proposed place of use of 
143.5 acres. Quantity requested appears to be close to the maximum quantity of water allowed at 1.1 acre-feet per 
acre in Marshall County, Kansas as per K.A.R. 5-3-24. 

Source of Supply and Safe Yield
As per K.A.R. 5-3-15(a), the application is filed to directly divert the natural flow of the Big Blue River through 

a pump site for irrigation. The applicant has agreed to meet minimum desirable streamflow and may be required by 
the Chief Engineer to meet target minimum desirable stream flows. The application meets all requirements as per 
K.A.R. 5-3-15. 

Nearby Water Rights
The nearest upstream appropriated water right is File No. 8,897 which is roughly 4,500 feet upstream. The 

nearest downstream appropriated water right is File No. 5,371 which is roughly 1.6 miles downstream. With the 
location of the pump site in relation to the distances to the upstream and downstream water rights, impairment 
seems unlikely. Nearby notification letters were sent out on April 8, 2024. No responses of any kind were received 
during the 15-day period open to comments and concerns. 

Recommendations
The application was sent for consideration to Brett Bunger, Water Commissioner of the Topeka Field Office 

on April 25, 2024, and recommended for approval in an e-mail dated April 25, 2024. 

The application complies with all regulations and the application is subject to minimum desirable streamflow 
requirements. Approval of the application will not impair senior water rights nor prejudicially or unreasonably affect 
the public interest. Therefore, it is recommended that the referenced application be approved. 

Colin Barclay
Environmental Scientist
Water Appropriation Program












