
DWR 1-661 (Revised 11/29/2023)

Kansas Department of Agriculture
Division of Water Resources

APPROVAL OF CHANGE APPLICATION WORKSHEET 

1. File No.:  6979 2. Status Change Date:

3. Package File No(s):   

4. Field Office:  02 - Stafford
GMD:  05 - Big Bend
Structures File No.:  ---
Filing/Priority Date:  12/26/2023
Application Complete Date:  12/26/2023

5a.  Applicant     Owner     WUC Person ID 66720
 Address Change Add Seq# 1

TOWANDA LAND COMPANY LLC
3709 S WEST STREET
WICHITA KS 67217

5b.  Owner     WUC Person ID 40563
 Address Change Add Seq# 1

RECREATIONAL FILE
GROUNDWATER PIT
ALLSTATE, MO 00000

5c.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

     

5d.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

     

6.  Change No.:  2           PD     PU     UMW
Base Acres:  ---   Year:  ---   Min Reasonable Q:  ---
Previous UMW:  IND-Industrial   IRR-Irrigation
MDS Gauge:  Arkansas River @ Hutchinson   Active Admin?  
Completion/Start Date: 12/31/2024   Perfection/Expiration Date: ---   

7.  Use of Water
      Groundwater       Surface Water
   UMW: REC-Recreational       
   UMW: IRR-Irrigation       
   UMW:                  

8.  Action Trail        ---

9.  Special Conditions ---

10.  5YR Allocation Type:            Start Year: ---     5YR Quantity: ---   Base Acres: ---
Comment:  ---

11.  Sand & Gravel        Proj ID: ---       Active       Dredge       IND Evap       Jr Evap       Other Diversion       Rpt on Sr

12.  Waiver    Rule ID: ---   New   Date Requested: ---   
Applies:  ---    Rule No.: ---
Rule Type:  ---
Rule SubType:  --- 

Justification:  ---

Processed
6/10/24 EKF

Comments
Converting IND portion to REC.  No changes to IRR portion.

A joint stipulation form has been submitted for the WUC to be assigned to the State. Reviewed
KAK
7/26/2024

Entered

8/1/2024

8/12/2024
KAnderson



13. County: RC - Rice   Basin: 56 - Cow Creek   Stream: --- File No. 6979
Structures File No: --- Aquifer Code: 180  Undifferentiated Kansan / Nebraskan Special Use Area: ---       

14.  Points of Diversion, Rates & Quantities
Qty  AF Rate  gpm Storage Qty       Storage Rate

PDIV Qualifier S T R ID ‘N ‘W Comment (AKA Line) Auth Add Auth Add Auth Add Auth/Add Overlaps

MOD 88767 NC W2 SW SE 9 21 8W 5 560 2200 GEO CTR - GW PIT 47.25 47.25 Natural Evaporation           None

CHK 21347 NC SE 9 21 8W 1 1321 1309 N/A 51.8 51.8 800 800                     

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

15.  Limitations Type:  ---   Quantity:                Rate:                combined with file no(s):       
Type:  ---   Quantity:             Rate:             combined with file no(s):       

16.  Metering   Metering Required       Anti-Reverse Required       Seal Required     Compliance Date:       

17.  Place of Use
NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ TotalPUSE 

ID S T R ID
NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE

 Owner(s) Chg? Overlaps

CHK 38592 9 21 8W 1                                                             34 16 5 15 70  5a      

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                            

CHK 70370 9 21 8W 5 GW Pit 21 AC (W2 SE)  5b None

                                       

18.  Point of Diversion and Place of Use Overlaps
*       
+      
#      
^      

**       
++      
##      
^^      
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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Division of Water Resources

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Files DATE: June 20, 2024

FROM: Elizabeth K Fitch RE: Partial Change in Use Made of Water
Water Right, File No. 6979

Towanda Land Company, owner of the referenced file authorized for irrigation and industrial 
use, submitted an application for approval to change the authorized use made of water for a 
portion of Water Right, File No. 6979. An authorized representative of the owner of record 
signed the application.

The referenced file appears to be in compliance with K.S.A. 82a-732. Annual water use report 
required; penalty for violations. A review of the application found that it complies with K.A.R. 5-
5-1, Filing an application for change. The referenced file does not appear abandoned as per 
K.S.A. 82a-718. Abandonment of water rights; notices; hearing; review of action; exceptions.  

File No. 6979 currently authorizes a 21-acre groundwater pit in the West Half of the Southeast 
Quarter (W½ SE¼) of Section 9, Township 21 South, Range 8 West, Rice County. The file also 
authorizes irrigation use from a groundwater well, which is the portion of the water right that will 
not be modified. All legal descriptions from here on are in Township 21 South, Range 8 West, 
Rice County.

The authorized point of diversion for industrial use, which is the geographic center of a 
groundwater pit, is near the center of the West Half of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter (NC W½  SW¼) of Section 9, more specially described as 560 feet North and 2,200 
feet West of the Southeast corner of said section. This portion of File No. 6976 authorizes 
15.396 million gallons (47.25 acre-feet) and the rate of diversion is natural evaporation. The only 
portion of the water right being modified is that the use made of water will be changed to 
recreation use.

A compliance investigation on May 17, 2024, determined the file is in compliance regarding the 
industrial portion of the water right. 

As noted, the referenced change application, received on December 26, 2023, proposes to 
convert the use made of water from industrial use to recreation use. No actual change in use 
will occur and therefore there will not be a change to consumptive use. The authorized 
groundwater pit now qualifies for recreational use instead of the originally permitted industrial 
use as sand is no longer being mined at this location. There will be no change to the authorized 
place of use.

There was one (1) non-domestic well and three (3) domestic wells identified within one-half mile 
of the authorized point of diversion.  A letter was mailed on May 20, 2024, to the well owners 
identified.  A public notice was not required by this office because no change to the point of 
diversion, place of use or actual use of the water is occurring.  The proposed change is 
administrative in nature.  
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File No. 6979
Change in UMW Memo
June 20, 2024

The referenced water right is not in a special use area.

The file is in Big Bend Groundwater Management District No. 5 (GMD5), so a recommendation 
request was sent to the District on May 20, 2024. A response was received from GMD5 
manager Orrin Feril on May 22, 2024. In his response, Orrin recommended approval for the 
partial use made of water change application filed under File No. 6979.

No structures permit appears to be needed.

As the reference water right is for a groundwater pit, neither a water flowmeter nor a check 
valve is required.

During an office meeting on June 18, 2024, Jeff Lanterman, Water Commissioner of the Stafford 
Field Office, recommended approval of the change application. 

Based on the above discussion, that the change is reasonable, that impairment to existing water 
rights is unlikely, and that no change in the local source of supply will occur, it has been 
recommended that the referenced application be approved.

Elizabeth K Fitch
Environmental Scientist - SFFO














