
DWR 1-660 (Revised 08/08/2024)

Kansas Department of Agriculture
Division of Water Resources

APPROVAL OF NEW APPLICATION WORKSHEET 

1. File No.:  51,415 2. Status Change Date:

3. Associated File No(s):       

4. Field Office:  02 - Stafford
GMD:         
Structures File No.:       
Filing/Priority Date:  02/03/2025

5a.  Applicant     Owner     WUC Person ID 69956
 Address Change Add Seq#      

CRIS RATZLAFF
1293 24TH AVE
GALVA KS 67443-8848

5b.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

RATZLAFF FAMILY FARMS LLC
1293 24TH AVE
GALVA KS 67443-8848

5c.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

     

5d.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

     

6.  Change No.:                  PD     PU     UMW
Base Acres:          Year:          Min Reasonable Q:       
Previous UMW:                          
MDS Gauge:          Active Admin?  
Completion  Date: 12/31/2026    Perfection  Date: 12/31/2030   

7.  Use of Water
      Groundwater       Surface Water
   UMW: IND-Industrial   SIC:  0252
   UMW:                  
   UMW:                  

8.  Action Trail             

9.  Special Conditions      

10.  5YR Allocation Type:            Start Year:           5YR Quantity:         Base Acres:      
Comment:       

11.  Sand & Gravel        Proj ID:             Active       Dredge       IND Evap       Jr Evap       Other Diversion       Rpt on Sr

12.  Waiver    Rule ID:         New   Date Requested:         
Applies:           Rule No.:      
Rule Type:       
Rule SubType:        

Justification:       

Processed
CCB
04/21/2025

Comments
     

Reviewed
     

Entered

4/22/2025

70040

4/22/2025
KAnderson



13. County: McPherson   Basin: Little Arkansas River   Stream: N/A File No. 51,415
Structures File No:      Aquifer Code: 190  Equus Beds Special Use Area:             

14.  Points of Diversion, Rates & Quantities
Oty  mgy Rate  gpm Storage Qty  AF Storage Rate

PDIV Qualifier S T R ID ‘N ‘W Comment (AKA Line) Auth Add Auth Add Auth Add Auth/Add Overlaps

CHK 51541 SW NE NE 36 19S 2W 1 4543 1186      1.4655 1.4655 99 99                        

                                                                                           

                                                                                           

                                                                                           

                                                                                           

                                                                                           

15.  Limitations NEW   Type:             Quantity:        AF   Rate:        gpm   combined with file no(s):       
NEW   Type:             Quantity:        AF   Rate:        gpm   combined with file no(s):       

16.  Metering   Metering Required       Anti-Reverse Required       Seal Required     Compliance Date:  12/31/2026

17.  Place of Use
NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ Total

PUSE S T R ID
NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE

 Owner(s) Chg? Overlaps

                                                                                

                                                                                                            0.00            
                                                                                

                                                                                                            0.00            
                                                                                

                                                                                                            0.00            
                                                                                

                                                                                                            0.00            

CHK 72129 36 19S 2W 1 Poultry Farm located in Northeast Quarter (NE1/4)  5b      

                                            
18.  Point of Diversion and Place of Use Overlaps
*       
+      
#      
^      

**       
++      
##      
^^      



MEMORANDUM TO FILE
Division of Water Resources, Water Appropriation Program

Date:  April 21, 2025
From:  Colin Barclay, Environmental Scientist
Re:  New Application File No. 51,409 – Cris Ratzlaff

Summary
Cris Ratzlaff has filed the above referenced applications to appropriate 1,465,500 gallons (4.498 acre-

feet) of groundwater, at a rate of 99 gallons per minute. The proposed point of diversion would be a single (1) 
well located in Mcpherson County, Kansas. The applicant has signed the application form affirming legal access 
to the point of diversion. The proposed place of use would be a planned poultry farm. 

Reasonable Rate and Quantity
The quantity of water requested is 1,465,500 gallons or 4.498 acre-feet per year at a rate of 99 gallons 

per minute for industrial use purposes. The example given on the supplemental material indicated they would 
be creating a chicken and egg poultry farm with an estimated capacity of 20,000 hens. The quantity requested 
appears reasonable as per K.A.R. 5-3-22. In addition, the applicant has requested additional quantity for “Daily 
operation, cooling, and cleaning.” As the planned poultry farm would be considered as a “wet barn” that would 
include misters for cooling the chickens. 

As per K.A.R. 5-3-22. Maximum reasonable quantity is defined as 9 gallons per 100 hens plus an additional 200 
gallons for servicing/flushing. 

20,000 hens / 100 hens = 200

200 x 9 gallons per day = 1,800 gallons per day

1,800 gallons per day x 365 days = 657,000 gallons per year for stock watering. This leaves 808,500 gallons for 
servicing and flushing. Which would be 2,215 gallons per day. This quantity appears reasonable for the proposed 
use. 

Source of Supply and Safe Yield
The source of supply appears to be the Equus Beds. Groundwater Management District #2 has reviewed 

the application and made the determination that the application complies with the Districts Rules and 
Regulations K.A.R. 5-22-1 through 5-22-17. The application meets the district’s safe yield requirements as per 
K.A.R. 5-22-7.  

Nearby Water Rights
No appropriated wells were found to be within a half mile of the proposed point of diversion. Eleven 

(11) domestic wells were found to be within one-half (½) mile of the proposed point of diversion. The nearest 
prior appropriated well (File No. 18,756) was found to be ~1.75 miles away. The nearest domestic well was 
found to be roughly ~930 feet away and is the applicants own domestic well. Three (3) comments were received 
from some of the nearby well-owners that were notified. The major concern appears to be the impact the 
application may have on the nearby domestic wells and if the aquifer can support a commercial extraction. The 
application complies with K.A.R. 5-22-2 and there appears to be adequate spacing to prevent impairment. 



Re: New Application, File No. 51,415 – Cris Ratzlaff Page 2 of 2

Recommendations
The application was sent to Tim Boese, Manager of the Equus Beds Groundwater Management District 

No. 2 and was recommended for approval in a letter dated April 17, 2025. The application complies with all 
district rules and regulations. 

The application was sent to Jeff Lanterman, Water Commissioner of the Stafford Field Office, and was 
recommended for approval in an email dated April 21, 2025.

The application complies with all regulations concerning reasonable quantity, safe yield, and minimum 
well spacing requirements. The proposed applications are subject to minimum desirable streamflow 
requirements. Approval of the applications will not impair senior water rights nor prejudicially or unreasonably 
affect the public interest. Therefore, it is recommended that the referenced application be approved. 

Colin Barclay
Environmental Scientist
Water Appropriation Program

























Outlook

RE: 51415 review and recommendation request

From Jeff Lanterman [KDA] <Jeff.Lanterman@ks.gov>
Date Mon 4/21/2025 10:12 AM
To Colin Barclay [KDA] <Colin.Barclay@ks.gov>; Cameron Conant [KDA] <Cameron.Conant@ks.gov>

Colin;
 
I recommend approval of this ind poultry app.
 
Thanks.
 
From: Colin Barclay [KDA] <Colin.Barclay@ks.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2025 8:19 AM
To: Jeff Lanterman [KDA] <Jeff.Lanterman@ks.gov>; Cameron Conant [KDA] <Cameron.Conant@ks.gov>
Subject: 51415 review and recommendation request
 
Good morning Jeff and Cameron,
 
I have attached my draft memo for pending application File No. 51,415 for your review and
recommendation. I have also attached the GMD 2 recommendation. This is a chicken/egg application.
We received a couple of comments from nearby neighbors that I have tried to document in my memo. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Colin Barclay
Environmental Scientist
Division of Water Resources
Kansas Department of Agriculture
Phone: (785) 370-1931
Colin.Barclay@ks.gov

mailto:Colin.Barclay@ks.gov











