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Temporary above ground pipeline proposed
to operate until underground pipeline is installed

S h e r m a nS h e r m a n

Co
 R

d 1
7

Co Rd 55

Co Rd 54

SMOKY HILL R, N FK

10S40W1110S40W10

10S40W14

10S40W15

10S40W13

10S40W02

10S40W12

10S40W03 10S40W01

10S40W09

10S40W16

10S40W04

10S40W2210S40W21 10S40W23 10S40W24

10S40W

9382-00 id1

1781-00 id5
1781-00 id1

1781-00 id3 1781-00 id4

1779-00 id2
1779-00 id1

39279-00 id1

Term Permit Application - Groundwater
Assisted by Division of Water Resources

Stockton Field Office

1:24,000

µ
This term permit is requesting 300 AF of groundwater for a

two year period commencing January 1, 2020 for the initial filling 
and maintenance of an 80 AF lake known in Veteran's Memorial

Park otherwise known as Smoky Gardens.
The permit request the initial filling (80 AF) and the remaining 220

AF will be used to maintain the level due to evaporation and
 seepage (which is unknown at this time).

All other use of the water right 1779 will be voluntarily suspended 
pending permanent UMW changes.

#* Surface Water Point of Diversion
!( Groundwater Point of DiversionProposed Place of Use



From:                                 Billinger, Mark [KDA]
Sent:                                  Wed 1/22/2020 11:33 AM
To:                                      Baum, Kristen [KDA];Neuhauser, Kris [KDA];Milner, Brandon [KDA]
Cc:                                      Moody, Laura [KDA];Stewart, Kelly [KDA];Letourneau, Lane [KDA];Hageman, Rebecca [KDA]
Subject:                             FW: Smoky Gardens Application for Term Water Permit
Attachments:                   KDWPT 1779 ID1 1-100-7 Term Permit Application (signed 1-22-20).doc.pdf, Smoky Garden 
Term Apps (map) 12-18-19.pdf, Sherman County Deed - May 2018.pdf, Sherman County - Smoky Lake (Executed 
Agreement 1-21-20).pdf

Hello,
KDWP&T is mailing this term in today for Smoky Gardens.  I said if he sent a scanned copy I would forward on to give 
you a head start if you need it.
 
I’ve cc’d Kelly and Lane due to a Senator being involved in this recently so they can know this is being filed now in 
case they get any more questions.
 
Also included Laura due this deed will change ownership for water rights 1779, 16372 and most of 1781 (however 
this one will have a dual ownership for the pu in section 11).
 
If you have any questions let me know.
 
Thanks,
Mark
 
 
 

From: Nyhoff, Mike [KDWPT] <Mike.Nyhoff@KS.GOV> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2020 11:16 AM
To: Billinger, Mark [KDA] <Mark.Billinger@ks.gov>
Subject: Smoky Gardens Application for Term Water Permit
 
Mark:  Attached is the Signed Term Water Permit Application, Map and property deed.
 
Also attached is the executed copy of the MOA between KDWPT and Sherman County.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 

Mike Nyhoff

Region 1 Public Land Supervisor

Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism

PO Box 338, 1426 Hwy 183 Alt

Hays, KS.  67601

Office: 785-628-8614

Cell: 785-342-6438



From:                                 Billinger, Mark [KDA]
Sent:                                  Thu 1/23/2020 10:19 AM
To:                                      Stewart, Kelly [KDA];Letourneau, Lane [KDA];Bristow, Leonard [KDA]
Cc:                                      Baum, Kristen [KDA]
Subject:                             FW: Moving Forward at Smoky Gardens Lake
Attachments:                   Sherman County - Smoky Lake (Executed Agreement 1-21-20).pdf

FYI, here is the latest I have gotten.  
 
Once they get the dirt work complete we plan on installing a pressure transducer in the reservoir to log stage 
heights.  Then KDWP&T will supply us the metered volume pumped and I will try and work with NWS out of 
Goodland to get a pan evap estimate for that area.  Since there is the upstream weir this reservoir will be little to no 
runoff entering this reservoir, so we can do a pretty good seepage analysis for them.  This is the concern of the 
parties involved and a nice way we can be of benefit to them.
 

From: Nyhoff, Mike [KDWPT] <Mike.Nyhoff@KS.GOV> 
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2020 7:34 AM
To: Ashley Mannis <amannis@shermancounty.org>
Cc: Schrag, Stuart [KDWPT] <Stuart.Schrag@KS.GOV>; Miller, Mike [KDWPT] <Mike.Miller@KS.GOV>; Nygren, Doug 
[KDWPT] <Doug.Nygren@KS.GOV>; Davignon, Lynn [KDWPT] <Lynn.Davignon@KS.GOV>; Spalsbury, David [KDWPT] 
<David.Spalsbury@KS.GOV>; Hensley, Kent [KDWPT] <Kent.Hensley@KS.GOV>; Bruce, Terry [KDWPT] 
<Terry.Bruce@KANSAS.GOV>; Conley, Jeff [KDWPT] <Jeff.Conley@KS.GOV>; Schneider, James [KDWPT] 
<James.Schneider@KS.GOV>; Billinger, Mark [KDA] <Mark.Billinger@ks.gov>
Subject: Moving Forward at Smoky Gardens Lake
 
Dear Sherman County Commissioners Blake, Topliff and Enfield:
 
Please find attached a copy of the fully executed MOA between Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & 
Tourism (KDWPT) and Sherman County to provide water and establish a fishery in Smoky Gardens Lake. 
 
KDWPT approves the Sherman County plan to disk and re-compact the clay liner of the lake as soon as 
possible. KDWPT has submitted (via snail mail) an application for a 2-year Term Water Permit to the KS 
Division of Water Resources and once it is "officially" recorded, DWR will allow pumping to begin.  When 
the basin work is complete, the County can begin pumping water to fill the lake and preserve the 
effectiveness of the seal during freeze/thaw events.
 
KDWPT Engineer James Schneider will contact Jerol DeBoer, Penco Engineering, soon to discuss the 
project.  
We ask that following the re-compaction work, additional sampling is conducted to determine the seal's 
effectiveness.
It is my understanding that the dam/weir structure permits have been approved or are being expedited.    
Please contact me before turning the switch to pump water so that we are certain all necessary permits 
are in place.
We will need to contact Mark Billinger, Div. of Water Resources, Stockton, to make sure the water permit is 
in place.  Mr. Billinger is also planning to place a device in the lake bottom to monitor water loss.
 
I apologize for the confusion yesterday regarding work at Smoky Gardens Lake.  The Department, like the 
County, is concerned that the project is successful. Yesterday afternoon, KDWPT's Assistant Secretary Mike 
Miller and Public Lands Division Director Stuart Schrag had additional discussions about the project. The 
decision was made to move forward, allow the County to re-compact the basin and start pumping water as 
soon as possible.
 



The Department appreciates all the efforts of Sherman County to re-establish a fishery and provide 
outdoor recreation opportunities in Sherman County.  The amount of work done at your own expense is 
impressive and I know you plan to do more.  We want to continue working together to get water in the 
lake and see the vision become reality.
 
Please continue to update us on your progress and if you have questions, feel free to contact me.
 

Mike Nyhoff

Region 1 Public Land Supervisor

Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism

PO Box 338, 1426 Hwy 183 Alt

Hays, KS.  67601

Office: 785-628-8614

Cell: 785-342-6438
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