
DWR 1-661 (Revised 01/02/2018)

Kansas Department of Agriculture
Division of Water Resources

CHANGE: PU WORKSHEET 

1. File Number:

23504
2. Status Change Date: 3. Change Num:

1
4. Field Office:

03
5. GMD:

04

6. Status:  Approved  Denied by DWR/GMD  Dismiss by Request/Failure to Return 7. Filing Date of Change:

5/8/23
8a.   Applicant(s) Person ID   32335

New to system Add Seq#   1

JON MCKEE
167 COUNTY ROAD T
BREWSTER, KS 67732-8638

8c.   Landowner(s) Person ID   65656
New to system Add Seq#   1

WICKS FARMS LLC
1115 LA HACIENDA
COLBY, KS 67701

8b.   Landowner(s) Person ID   40808
New to system Add Seq#   1

JON C & LYNDA S MCKEE
167 COUNTY ROAD T
BREWSTER, KS 67732-8638

8d.   WUC Person ID   40808
New to system Add Seq#   1

8B

9. Documents and Enclosure(s):   DWR Meter(s) Date to Comply:  12/31/24  N & P Date to Comply:       

 Anti-Reverse Meter      Meter Seal       Check Valve       N & P Form       Water Tube      Driller Copy     H & E Letter

 Conservation Plan Date Required:      Date Approved:      Date to Comply:      

10. Use Made of Water From:      To:      

Date Prepared: 11/2/23 By: EKF
Date Entered: By:

11/27/2023

11/28/2023
LMoody



File No. 23504 11. County: TM Basin: SAPPA CREEK Stream: --- Formation Code: 211 Special Use: 043

12.  Points of Diversion Rate and Quantity
CHK
MOD Authorized Additional
DEL PDIV
ENT Qualifier S T R ID ‘N ‘W Comment (AKA Line) Quantity Rate Quantity Rate

af gpm af gpm Overlap PD Files

NC 6977 SW SW SE 30 7S 36W 1 80 2500 248 940 248 940 NONE

     

     

     

     

     

13. Storage:  Rate       NF Quantity       ac/ft Additional Rate       NF Additional Quantity       ac/ft

14. Limitation:       af/yr at       gpm (       cfs) when combined with file number(s)      
Limitation:       af/yr at       gpm (       cfs) when combined with file number(s)      

15. 5YR Allocation:  Allocation Type          Start Year       5 YR Amount       Amount Unit        Base Acres       Comment      

NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ Total Owner Chg? Overlap Files16.  Place of Use
CHK
MOD
DEL
ENT PUSE S T R ID

NE
¼

NW
¼

SW
¼

SE
¼

NE
¼

NW
¼

SW
¼

SE
¼

NE
¼

NW
¼

SW
¼

SE
¼

NE
¼

NW
¼

SW
¼

SE
¼

MOD    447 30 7S 36W 1                                         36.5 Lot 3
4

Lot 4
3.5 35.5      26 24.5      130 8b Y NONE

DEL  34274 31 7S 36W 3 39 40 40 39                                                             158 8c N 19101 & 30049

DEL  38653 31 7S 36W 1                     40 Lot 1
37

Lot 2
37 40                                         154 8c Y 19101 & 30049

                                                                                               

                                                                                               

                                                                                               

Base Acres:  130    Year:  1977    Minimum Reasonable Quantity:  1.33
Comments:  P/U overlap w/ 19101 and 30049 is being removed

TH



KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Division of Water Resources

M E M O R A N D U M

To: Files                                                                    Date: November 2, 2023

From: Elizabeth K Fitch                                              RE: Water Right, File Nos. 19101, 
23504 & 30049

Three (3) Request to Reduce a Portion of an Existing Water Right applications were 
received in this office on December 27, 2022, for the referenced file numbers. The 
referenced file numbers share a place of use overlap and not point of diversion 
overlaps. While reviewing the files, it was noted that a change application had also been 
submitted on File No. 23504 to be processed after the reduction. 

The reduction request on File No. 23504 proposed to reduce the acres to 105, which 
would require a reduction in the authorized quantity and base acres. Subsequently, the 
change application was taking the proposed acres back up to 122. The change 
application was not approvable as submitted and did not fulfill the intent of the 
application needed to cover unauthorized acres.

I reached out to Jon McKee by email and phone to discuss the matter. He agreed that 
not processing the reduction request and modifying the change application would be the 
better course of action. A revised application completed and returned with notarized 
signatures were obtained from Lynda McKee and David Wicks of Wicks Farms LLC. 
Jon’s signature was already on file with the original application.

File No. 19101 & 30049:  Reduction Request
The landowners of record have requested that the authorized Place of Use for Water 
Right, File Nos. 19101 and 30049, be reduced from that presently authorized to:

NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ Sec. Twp. Range NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ TOTAL

31 7S 36W 39 40 40 39 40 Lot 1
37

Lot 2
37 40 312

The reduced acres are owned by Wicks Farms LLC. File No. 19101 authorizes 270 AF 
and File No. 30049 authorizes 307 AF for a total of 577 AF. The resulting ratio of 1.85 
AF/acre is less than the 2.0 AF/acre maximum allowed by K.A.R. 5-3-23 for Thomas 
County based on the priority dates for these files.



File Nos. 19101, 23504 & 30049
Reduction Request and Change in P/U Memo
November 2, 2023
Page 2

File No. 23504:  Change in Place of Use
The referenced file appears to be in compliance with K.S.A. 82a-732 Annual water use 
report required.  A review of the application found that it complies with K.A.R. 5-5-1 
Filing an application for change.   In addition, the referenced file does not appear 
abandoned as per K.S.A. 82a-718(e) Abandonment of water rights.

File No. 23504 authorizes one (1) groundwater well in the Sappa Creek Basin in 
Thomas County.  The well is authorized for 248 AF per year at 940 gpm for irrigation 
use.  The current place of use is a complete overlap with File Nos. 19101 and 30049 
and is described as:

NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ Sec. Twp. Range NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ TOTAL

30 7S 36W 20 40 35 10 105

31 7S 36W 39 40 40 39 40 Lot 1
37

Lot 2
37 40 312

The proposed place of use will not share any overlaps and is:

NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ Sec. Twp. Range NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ TOTAL

30 7S 36W 36.5 Lot 3
4

Lot 4
3.5 35.5 26 24.5 130

File No. 23504 has 130 “Base Acres” as defined by K.A.R. 5-5-11 Applications for 
change in place of use for irrigation purposes.  The proposed 130 acre place of use 
complies with part (b) of K.A.R. 5-5-11 as there will not be an increase above the Base 
Acres. 

The proposed change will result in an authorized quantity of 248 AF irrigating130 acres, 
resulting in an irrigation ratio of 1.91 AF per acre.  It would appear this irrigation ratio is 
reasonable as the ratio is less than the 2.0 AF per acre maximum for Thomas County 
found in K.A.R. 5-3-19, Maximum reasonable annual quantity of water for irrigation use, 
thus complying with K.A.R. 5-3-23, Maximum reasonable annual quantity approvable for 
irrigation use for an application for change in place of use and a request to reduce a 
water right.  The generally accepted minimum quantity per acre for Thomas County is 
1.33 AF per acre, so the proposed quantity meets this threshold as well.

Since the referenced application to change the place of use does not propose to add 
more than 10 acres or 10% of the Base Acres to the authorized place of use, water well 
owners within one-half mile of the authorized point of diversion were not notified of the 



proposed change in place of use (EKF Memo dated 11/1/2023).  
File Nos. 19101, 23504 & 30049
Reduction Request and Change in P/U Memo
November 2, 2023
Page 3

The referenced water rights are in the Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management 
District No. 4 (GMD4), so a recommendation request was sent to the District on 
November 2, 2023, for File No. 23504.  A response was received from GMD4 Manager, 
Shannon Kenyon on November 2, 2023.  In her response, Ms. Kenyon recommended 
approval for the change application filed under each of the referenced water right in 
conjunction with the reduction requests under File Nos. 19101 and 30049. 

The referenced water rights are in the GMD4 LEMA.

In an email dated November 3, 2023, Kelly Stewart, Water Commissioner of the 
Stockton Field Office, recommended approval of the referenced change application in 
conjunction with the reduction requests under File Nos. 19101 and 30049. 

No structures permit appears to be needed.

A water flow meter is required for each point of diversion.  A check valve is required if 
any chemical or foreign substance is injected into the water through the diversion works.

Based on the above discussion, that the change and reductions are reasonable, that 
impairment to existing water rights is unlikely, and that no change in the local source of 
supply will occur, it has been recommended that the application be approved, and that 
two (2) Findings and Orders be issued.

Elizabeth K Fitch
Environmental Scientist
Water Appropriation Program



1

Fitch, Elizabeth [KDA]

From: Stewart, Kelly [KDA]
Sent: Friday, November 3, 2023 7:36 AM
To: Fitch, Elizabeth [KDA]
Cc: Hageman, Nancy [KDA]
Subject: RE: File No. 23504 Change Application GMD Recommendation Request

Elizabeth, 
 
Quick edit:  The first sentence in your memo says 12/27/23.  It should be 12/27/22.   
 
I recommend approval of the reduction requests under File Nos. 19,101 and 30,049.  I also recommend approval of the 
application to change the place of use under File No. 23,504.   
 
Nice write up!  
 
Kelly  
 

From: Fitch, Elizabeth [KDA] <Elizabeth.Fitch@ks.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, November 2, 2023 3:07 PM 
To: Stewart, Kelly [KDA] <Kelly.Stewart@ks.gov> 
Cc: Hageman, Nancy [KDA] <Nancy.Hageman@ks.gov> 
Subject: File No. 23504 Change Application GMD Recommendation Request 
 
Kelly, 
 
Attached is a draft memo outlining applications filed under File Nos. 19101, 23504 and 30049.  The applications seek to 
separate the file numbers from a complete place of use overlap into two separate places of use based on 
ownership.  The place of use being retained under File No. 23504 is proposed to be modified to authorize a center pivot 
system that is already installed.   
 
A copy of the completed applications and the recommendation from GMD4 have also been attached.  What is your 
recommendation regarding the proposed change in place of use under File No. 23504 and associated reduction requests 
under File Nos. 19101 and 30049? 
 
Elizabeth K Fitch, Environmental Scientist 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
Division of Water Resources 
Certificate Unit 
(620) 268-6033 
elizabeth.fitch@ks.gov  
agriculture.ks.gov   
 



KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Division of Water Resources

Stockton Field Office

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: File DATE:  11/1/2023

FROM: Elizabeth Fitch RE:  File No. 23504

This is a memorandum regarding surrounding well owner notification for applications to change the 
place of use for irrigation water rights and the decisions made during the Water Commissioner meeting 
which took place on 11/16/2016 with directive from Lane Letourneau, Program Manager.

This is applicable to field office changes to increase the place of use by 10 acres or 10% (whichever is 
less) or a change in place of use to create a complete overlap in which no new acres are being irrigated. 

During that meeting it was determined that no surrounding well owner notification will be sent under this 
type of place of use change application.  All well rates and quantities will remain unchanged, and the 
referenced change should not cause impairment or impact surrounding well owners. 

The application to change the place of use filed on 12/27/2022 for the above referenced file meets this 
criterion, therefore, well owners surrounding the authorized point of diversion will not be notified. 










