
DWR 1-661 (Revised 11/29/2023)

Kansas Department of Agriculture
Division of Water Resources

APPROVAL OF NEW APPLICATION WORKSHEET 

1. File No.:  50,777 2. Status Change Date:

3. Package File No(s):       

4. Field Office:  01-Topeka
GMD:         
Structures File No.:       
Filing/Priority Date:  5/2/22
Application Complete Date:       

5a.  Applicant     Owner     WUC Person ID 17006
 Address Change Add Seq# 1

GRAYDON DALE SPRINGER REV TRST
JUDITH A SPRINGER REV TRST
5816 CR 3300
INDEPENDENCE, KS 67301-7978   

5b.  Owner     WUC Person ID 67530
 Address Change Add Seq# 1

TWIN VALLEY ENTERPRISES INC
5816 CR 3300
INDEPENDENCE, KS 67301

5c.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

     

5d.  Owner     WUC Person ID      
 Address Change Add Seq#      

     

6.  Change No.:                  PD     PU     UMW
Base Acres:          Year:          Min Reasonable Q:       
Previous UMW:                          
MDS Gauge:          Active Admin?  
Completion/Start Date: 12/31/2025   Perfection/Expiration Date: 12/31/2029   

7.  Use of Water
      Groundwater       Surface Water
   UMW: IRR-Irrigation       
   UMW:                  
   UMW:                  

8.  Action Trail             

9.  Special Conditions      

10.  5YR Allocation Type:            Start Year:           5YR Quantity:         Base Acres:      
Comment:       

11.  Sand & Gravel        Proj ID:             Active       Dredge       IND Evap       Jr Evap       Other Diversion       Rpt on Sr

12.  Waiver    Rule ID:         New   Date Requested:         
Applies:           Rule No.:      
Rule Type:       
Rule SubType:        

Justification:       

Processed
3/29/2024 LHH

Comments
     

Reviewed
KAK
3/29/2024

Entered

4/2/2024

4/26/2024
KAnderson



13. County: MG-Montgomery   Basin: Elk River   Stream: Sycamore Creek File No. 50,777
Structures File No:      Aquifer Code:             Special Use Area:             

14.  Points of Diversion, Rates & Quantities
Oty  AF Rate  gpm Storage Qty       Storage Rate

PDIV Qualifier S T R ID ‘N ‘W Comment (AKA Line) Auth Add Auth Add Auth Add Auth/Add Overlaps

CHK 89512 SE NW SW 26 31S 15E 2 1735 4359      100 100 1400 1400                     

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

15.  Limitations Type:          Quantity:                Rate:                combined with file no(s):       
Type:          Quantity:             Rate:             combined with file no(s):       

16.  Metering   Metering Required       Anti-Reverse Required       Seal Required     Compliance Date:  12/31/2025

17.  Place of Use
NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ TotalPUSE 

ID S T R ID
NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE NE NW SW SE

 Owner(s) Chg? Overlaps

CHK 64558 26 31S 15E 1                     22.5 9.5 23.5 35 1 13.5 1                          106  5a *

CHK 64559 27 31S 15E 1 3.5           36.5                                         31.5           0.5 72  5a *

CHK 67767 26 31S 15E 2                          6.5 7.5                                              14  5b *

                                                                                                                            

                                            

                                            
18.  Point of Diversion and Place of Use Overlaps
* 48605 
+      
#      
^      

**       
++      
##      
^^      



KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Division of Water Resources 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO:       Files DATE: March 29, 2024 
 

FROM:      Lloyd Hemphill                                           RE: Application, File No. 50,777 
 

Dale Springer, on behalf of the Graydon Dale Springer Rev Trust, has filed the referenced application 
to appropriate 100 acre-feet of surface water at the rate of 1,400 gallons per minute from Sycamore Creek 
in the Elk River basin, for irrigation use.   This application will allow water to be pumped directly from the 
stream (when flows are adequate, and permission is granted), into an off-stream reservoir permitted under 
File No. 48,605 for storage and subsequent re-diversion.  The point of diversion (pumpsite) is located in 
Section 26, Township 31 South, Range 15 East, Montgomery County, Kansas.  There are no overlapping 
files using this point of diversion.  The application was signed by the applicant stating legal access to the 
point of diversion.  The place of use includes 192 acres in Montgomery County, owned by the Graydon 
Dale Springer Revocable Trust, Judith A Springer Revocable Trust, and Twin Valley Enterprises, Inc as 
described on the Irrigation Use Supplemental Sheet.   

 
The quantity of water requested by this application (100 acre-feet) is less than the maximum 

allowable quantity of water to irrigate the proposed acreage of 192 acres, with 1.1 acre-feet per acre 
allowed in Montgomery County.  This application overlaps the place of use authorized by Water Right, File 
No. 48,605.  A certificate of appropriation was recently issued for File No. 48,605.  The senior water right 
was certified with a direct use quantity of 67 acre-feet on the 192 acre place of use.  The two files 
combined only provide for 167 acre-feet of water, thus no limitation will be necessary.   

 
An application for Term Permit, File No. 202201188, was filed along with File No. 50,777 to authorize 

the diversion of 4 million gallons of water for recreational use to help fill the pond.  This temporary permit 
expired on October 28, 2022. 

 
Three landowners were identified within one-half mile upstream and downstream of the applicant’s 

property.  Notification letters were sent on April 14, 2024.  Sara Evans responded with a phone call 
followed by a letter including extensive comments (see file). Ms. Evans does not make any “beneficial use” 
of the water in the stream as defined in the Kansas Water Appropriation Act.  She is primarily concerned 
about potential decreases in streamflow that would impact the ecology of the stream and diminish the 
ability to make use of the stream for recreational enjoyment.  Ms. Evans wanted to ensure that water is not 
wasted due to inefficient irrigation practices and that no pumping be allowed from the stream on her 
property.  Ms. Evans was advised in a response letter of regulations related to waste of water (K.A.R 5-5-7) 
and legal access (K.A.R. 5-3-3a).  Ms. Evans did not state any beneficial use of water and therefore, the 
proposed appropriation will not cause impairment of a prior water right.  Also, the proposed pump site is 
more than 1,600 feet upstream of the Evans property and there are additional drainage areas feeding to 
the Evans property that will not be affected by the proposed appropriation. 

 
According to the WRIS database there are six prior surface water rights within a two (2) mile radius of 

the proposed point of diversion.  All are located upstream of the proposed pumpsite.  The nearest water 
right is a pumpsite located more than a mile upstream.  This application will not impact any senior water 
rights. 

 
No Minimum Desirable Streamflow (MDS) criteria have been established for this basin.  The point of 

diversion is located on a tributary stream and this permit will not be subject to administration of water 
reservation rights or protection of contract releases from Elk City Reservoir. 
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In accordance with K.S.A. 82a-706c, the Chief Engineer retains full authority to require any water 

user to install meters, gages, or other measuring devices, which devices he or she or his or her agents may 
read at any time.  Water flowmeter requirements are further described in K.A.R. 5-1-4 through K.A.R 5-1-
12.  If any chemical or foreign substance is injected into the water pumped under this permit, a check valve 
will also need to be installed. 

 
Brett Bunger, Water Commissioner, Topeka Field Office, recommended in a March 29, 2024 e-mail 

that the referenced new application should be approved.  Based on the above discussion, that surface 
water in this river basin remains open to new appropriations, and approval of the application will not impair 
senior water rights, it is recommended that the referenced application be approved. 
 
 

Lloyd Hemphill 
Environmental Scientist 
Topeka Field Office  



1

Hemphill, Lloyd [KDA]

From: Bunger, Brett [KDA]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2024 10:53 AM
To: Hemphill, Lloyd [KDA]
Subject: RE: Application File No. 50777:  For your recommendation

Looks good to me.  Please proceed with approval. 
 
Thanks 
 
BreƩ 
 

From: Hemphill, Lloyd [KDA] <Lloyd.Hemphill@ks.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, March 28, 2024 3:57 PM 
To: Bunger, Brett [KDA] <Brett.Bunger@ks.gov> 
Subject: Application File No. 50777: For your recommendation 
 
Brett, 
 
Will you provide your recommendation on Application, File No. 50,777 (Dale Springer)? 
 
This is for a pumpsite on Sycamore Creek (Elk River).  Water will be pumped to a reservoir authorized by File No. 
48,605 then used for irrigation.   
 
File No. 48,605 was recently certified and the PU for both files match.  No quantity limitation is necessary. 
 
Thanks, 
Lloyd 
 
Lloyd Hemphill, Environmental ScienƟst 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
Division of Water Resources, Topeka Field Office 
1131 SW Winding Rd, Suite 400 
Topeka, KS 66615 
Office: (785) 296-5733 
 
 



LANDOWNERS LOCATED ½ MILE UPSTREAM AND DOWNSTREAM OF THE APPLICANT’S 

PROPERTY. 
 
UPSTREAM 
 
WILBUR A SCHWATKEN III  
PO BOX 159  
SYCAMORE  KS 67363 
 
RODNEY L & DEBORAH L SWEARINGEN 
PO BOX 94  
SYCAMORE  KS 67363 
 
 
DOWNSTREAM 
 
SARA D.B EVANS REV TRST 
941 CORMORANT CIR  
SANIBEL FL 33957 












