
DWR 1-660 (Revised 09/19/2008)

Kansas Department of Agriculture
Division of Water Resources

PERMIT OF NEW APPLICATION WORKSHEET
1. File Number:

51156
2. Status Change Date: 3. Field Office:

03
4. GMD:

       
5. Status:  Approved  Denied by DWR/GMD  Dismiss by Request/Failure to Return

6. Enclosures:  Check Valve  N of C Form  Water Tube  Driller Copy  Meter

7a.   Applicant(s) Person ID   58799
New to system Add Seq#        

ELLIS COUNTY JUNIOR FREE FAIR 
ASSOCIATION INC
253 EMMERAN RD 
ELLIS, KS 67637

7c.   Landowner(s) Person ID        
New to system Add Seq#        

<== UPDATE NAME/ADDRESS PER ORKA

7b.   Landowner(s) Person ID   58799
New to system Add Seq#        

7A

7d.   Misc. Person ID        
New to system Add Seq#        

     

8.    WUR Correspondent Person ID   58799
New to system Add Seq#        
Overlap File (s) WUC Notarized WUC Form 
Agree   Yes    No
7a

9.  Use of Water: Changing?  Yes  No

 Groundwater  Surface Water

 IRR  REC  DEW  MUN

 STK  SED  DOM  CON

 HYD DRG  WTR PWR  ART RECHRG

 IND SIC:       OTHER:      

10. Completion Date: 12/31/2026 11. Perfection Date: 12/31/2030 12. Exp Date:      

13. Conservation Plan Required?  Yes  No Date Required:      Date Approved:      Date to Comply:      

14. Water Level Measuring Device?   Yes    No Date to Comply:      Date WLMD Installed:      

Date Prepared: 10/16/24 By: JKB
Date Reviewed: 10/17/2024 By: KAK 
Date Entered: By:

10/18/2024

10/21/2024
KAnderson



File No. 51156 15. Formation Code: 113 Drainage Basin: 19 County: EL Special Use:      Stream:      

17.  Rate and Quantity 

Authorized Additional

16.  Points of Diversion

MOD
DEL PDIV
ENT Qualifier S T R ID ‘N ‘W Rate

gpm
Quantity

af
Rate

gpm/cfs
Quantity
af/mgy Overlap PD Files

CHK     90721    NC NW NE      8     13S    20W      17       4241      1972 95 1.5 95 1.5 none
                              
                              

                              

                              

                              

18. Storage:  Rate       NF Quantity       ac/ft Additional Rate       NF Additional Quantity       ac/ft

19. Limitation:       af/yr at       gpm (       cfs) when combined with file number(s)      
Limitation:       af/yr at       gpm (       cfs) when combined with file number(s)      

20. Meter Required?   Yes    No To be installed by 12/31/2025    Date Acceptable Meter Installed      

NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ Total Owner Chg?      Overlap Files21.  Place of Use


MOD
DEL
ENT PUSE S T R ID

NE
¼

NW
¼

SW
¼

SE
¼

NE
¼

NW
¼

SW
¼

SE
¼

NE
¼

NW
¼

SW
¼

SE
¼

NE
¼

NW
¼

SW
¼

SE
¼      

CHK 57556   8  13S  20W    5      2.5 .5                                                                  3 7a                      N               none

                                                                                               

                                                                                               

                                                                                               

                                                                                               

                                                                                               

Comments:  SMALL USE EXEMPTION 5-3-16A
 

2026

SPECIAL CONDITION:  5 AF EXEMPTION



DWR 1-666 (Revised 12/14/2012)

Kansas Department of Agriculture
Division of Water Resources

WAIVER REQUEST & WAIVER RULE WORKSHEET

File Number:  51,156 FO:  3 GMD:            

WAIVER REQUEST:

UMW Date 
Requested Rule ID Applies Rule Type Rule Subtype

IRR 12/15/23 3 Statewide Well Spacing Well to Well Spacing

Rule Number Date 
Granted

Date 
Denied

K.A.R. 5-4-4(c)(1)(C)           

Justification: Proposed well does not meet spacing to nearby non-domestic wells EL-
003; #8,651 & #49,093. Low rate (95 g.p.m.) and small annual quantity 
(1.5 AF), therefore reduced spacing should be sufficient to prevent 
impairment. Non-domestic well owners have signed statements agreeing 
to reduced spacing.  

WAIVER RULE (complete only if a new rule needs to be created):

Rule ID Applicability Type Subtype Rule Number Date 
Active

Date 
Inactive

                                       K.A.R.                

Date Prepared 10/8/24  By jkb

Date Entered  By 

10/18/2024

10/21/2024
KAnderson



KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Division of Water Resources

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Files DATE: October 16, 2024

FROM:  Jodie K. Barker                                                  RE: New Application File No, 51156
 

Summary
Ellis County Jr. Free Fair has filed the above referenced new application to appropriate 1.5 acre-feet (4.88 million 
gallons) per calendar year of groundwater for irrigation use at a diversion rate not to exceed 95 gallons per minute 
from one (1) well in the Big Creek basin of Ellis County, Kansas. The place of use and point of diversion are both 
owned by the applicant, and the applicant has signed indicating legal access to the point of diversion.  The applicant 
was assisted by Stockton Field Office personnel.

Source of Supply and Safe Yield / Reasonable Rate and Quantity
No well log was provided, however the physical location of the proposed well and nearby well logs clearly show the 
source of supply is the alluvium of Big Creek, which per K.A.R. 5-3-11(d)(5) has been determined to be fully 
appropriated based on safe yield criteria and closed to new groundwater appropriations.  However, K.A.R. 5-3-16a 
provides an exemption to safe yield in closed area for up to 5 acre-feet of water, if specific conditions are met. 

1) The sum of the quantity of groundwater appropriated because of an exemption to this regulation cannot 
exceed a total of 5 acre-feet within a 2-mile radius of the point of diversion.  Two previous exemptions have 
been issued in a 2-mile radius pursuant to this regulation totaling 3.5 acre-feet, therefore the entire 1.5 acre-
feet requested is available.    

2) The quantity of water requested must be reasonable. The proposed quantity of 1.5 acre-feet will amount to 
only .5 acre-feet/acre, which is less than the 1.4 acre-feet allowable for irrigation in Ellis County.  However, 
in a phone conversation July 23, 2024, DJ Fischer, fairboard president, provided the following information:  
The place of use is two baseball diamonds watered mainly April through July for the high school baseball 
season and early spring youth baseball season, and then sparingly through the summer months.  The fields 
are seeded with Bermuda grass, which is considered drought-tolerant, and buffalograss which is considered 
drought resistant per information from Kansas State Research and Extension.  City water is available as a 
back-up supply but is not a desirable source due to prohibitive cost.  Therefore, the requested quantity 
appears to be reasonable for the intended use, is not wasteful, and will not otherwise prejudicially and 
unreasonably affect the public interest.

3) Well spacing must be sufficient to prevent impairment.  A waiver of K.A.R. 5-4-4(c)(1)(C) will be required 
to approve the application.  The proposed location is ~935 feet from a well belonging to USD #388 and just 
over 1,100 feet from a City of Ellis well.  No domestic wells appear to be located within 660 feet.  The well 
belonging to USD #388 (File No. 49,093) is authorized under a small-use exemption for 1.4 AF/year at 24 
gallons per minute for irrigation use on the school’s football practice field.  The proposed location is close 
to meeting spacing requirements to the City of Ellis well (EL003 and File No. 8,651).  Alluvial aquifers 
with sands and gravels typically have significant transmissivity and the small diversion rate and quantity of 
water requested will not create any significant drawdown.   

4) The combined quantity of water authorized from the point of diversion cannot exceed 5 acre-feet.  This is 
the only appropriation from this point of diversion, and the quantity requested is less than 5 acre-feet.



5) The appropriation must benefit the public interest and help maximize economic development.  The purpose 
of this appropriation is to maintain two ballfields used for high school and area youth league baseball.  It is 
reasonable this appropriation will serve the public interest and aid in economic development by supporting 
these community recreational spaces.

Nearby Water Rights
Notarized non-domestic well-spacing consent forms were received from both the City of Ellis (EL003 and File No. 
8,651) and USD #388 (File No. 49,093) on August 21, 2024.   Due to the proposed location’s proximity to the City 
of Ellis and the possibility of multiple nearby domestic wells within one-half mile, a public notice was published in 
the Ellis Review, a local newspaper, once a week for three consecutive weeks beginning on August 8, 2024.  Fifteen 
days following the final publication day were allowed for public comment.  A copy of the affidavit of publication 
was provided by the applicant and was properly signed and notarized.  No comments, calls or other correspondence 
pertaining to the published public notices was received during or in the fifteen days following the publication 
period.  

In accordance with K.S.A. 82a-706c, the chief engineer retains full authority to require any water user to install 
meters, gages or other measuring devices, which devices he or she or his or her agents may read at any time.  Water 
flowmeter requirements are further described in K.A.R. 5-1-4 through K.A.R. 5-1-12.  If any chemical or foreign 
substance is injected into the water pumped under this permit, a check valve will also need to be installed.

Recommendations
In an email dated October 16, 2024, Stockton Field Office Water Commissioner, Kelly Stewart, recommended 
approval of the application.  

Based on the above discussion, the application meets the criteria for exemption in a closed area under K.A.R. 5-3-
16a, and approval of the application should not impair senior water rights nor prejudicially or unreasonably affect 
the public interest.  Therefore, it is recommended that the referenced application be approved.

Jodie K. Barker
Environmental Scientist
Division of Water Resources 



From:                                 "Stewart, Kelly [KDA]"
Sent:                                  Thu 10/17/2024 9:47 AM
To:                                      "Barker, Jodie [KDA]" <Jodie.Barker@ks.gov>
CC:                                      "Hageman, Nancy [KDA]" <Nancy.Hageman@ks.gov>
Subject:                             RE: New application recommendation - #51156

Jodie, 
 
I recommend approval of this application.  Good write-up on this one!  
 
Kelly 
 
From: Barker, Jodie [KDA] <Jodie.Barker@ks.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2024 9:06 AM
To: Stewart, Kelly [KDA] <Kelly.Stewart@ks.gov>
Subject: New application recommendation - #51156 
 
Kelly, 
 
A memo for #51,156 is attached for review/comment/recommendation.  This is Ellis Jr Free Fair’s 
application for 1.5 AF to irrigate their ball diamonds, which requires a 5-AF small-use exemption.   
 
Thank you,
Jodie 
 
Jodie Barker, Environmental Scientist 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
Division of Water Resources 
Stockton Field Office 
Phone: (785) 425-6787 
Jodie.Barker@ks.gov 
http://agriculture.ks.gov/dwr 
 

mailto:Jodie.Barker@ks.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fagriculture.ks.gov%2Fdwr&data=05%7C02%7CJodie.Barker%40ks.gov%7C0e4391bca266445a251c08dceeba98d2%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C638647732399400468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NUtlFJ%2B0ThZsxqedz%2FchEx8WgyNEYpSWKfCT%2FRDfF6M%3D&reserved=0













