
AGENDA August 10th 2004

The Middle Republican NRD Board of Directors will hold their regular meeting at the

American legion Building 214 Center Ave in Curtis Nebraska on Tuesday Jy-13
2004 at 730

Regular Meeting

Meeting called to order

Verify quorum
Excused absences

Circulate agenda and roster

Items added since mailing

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF THIS MEETING WAS PUBLISHED IN THE NORTH
PLATTE TELEGRAPH AND THE MCCOOK DAILY GAZETTE AND WAS
POSTED IN THE NRD OFFICE AND ON THE DISTRICT WEBSITE AT
WWW.MRNRD.ORG AS COURTESY IT WAS ALSO PROVIDED TO LOCAL
RADIO STATIONS

Approve minutes for July 13 2004 regular board meeting and hearing

Open Hearing For Variance Request

Close Hearing

Consider Variance Requests

Legal Matters

Jon Schroeder

Case status

Financial Actions

Approve Financial Report for July 2004

Consider draft budget personnel

Budget Hearing in September

10 Open Forum Comments from guests

11 Reports Agencies Associations Others

NRCS District Conservationist Report Consider Agreements

NARD Report-Anderjaska Resolutions for September

Foundation Fund Raiser Voting Delgates

NACD Newsletters

NNRC Roberts Madsen

Information Education



NE Republican River Management Districts Association

Next Meeting Nov Imperial Report PPD economic study

Other Agencies or Associations

Rural Development

Legislation Interim studies

12 Ground Water Management
Ground Water Management Area

Well permits Committee Report

Consider allocation alternative to resubmit to DNR
Consider Platte Basin Issues Consider rule changes

Consider Hearing schedule Taxing Authority

Meter service contract

Ground Water Quality Management Area

Other Ground Water Activity

13 Programs

WILD
Buffer Strips

Livestock Waste Control Applications Three Star Dairy

Conservation Management Funds

NSWCP items

LCP items

Meters

Approve Applications

Watersheds

Complaints

Chemigation

Tree Planting

14 General Operations

Personnel position Receptionist

Sales and Rental Equipment

Reconsider Building offer

Hail Damage Consider repairs

Adjourn

Next regular meeting date September 14 2004 at 730 at the Fairgrounds

Meeting Room in McCook Nebraska



220 Center Ave

P0 Box 81

Curtis NE 69025

Middle Republican Natural Resources District

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Phone 800-873-5613

Fax 308-367-4285

Email office@mrnrd.org

The Middle Republican Natural Resources District will hold Public Hearing for the

purpose of hearing requests for variance from rules and regulations adopted by the

District This hearing will be held at the American Legion Hall 214 Center Aye Curtis

Nebraska on August 10 2004 at 730p.m

The agenda kept current is available during regular business hours at the NRD office in

Curtis Individuals requiring physical or sensory accommodations should call the NRD

at 308-367-4281 or 800-873-5613 five days prior to the meeting

Publish after July 27 and no later than July 30 2004



220 Center Ave

P0 Box 81

Curtis NE 69025

Middle Republican Natural Resources District

MEETING NOTICE

Phone 800-873-5613

Fax 308-367-4285

Email offlce@mrnrd.org

The Middle Republican Natural Resources District Board of Directors will hold their

regular monthly meeting at the American Legion Hall 214 Center Aye Curtis Nebraska

on August 10 2004 at 730 P.M The agenda kept current is available during regular

business hours at the NIRD office in Curtis Individuals requiring physical or sensory

accommodations should call the NRD at 308-367-4281 or 800-873-5613 five days prior

to the meeting

Publish after July 27 but no later than July 30 2004



MINUTES
Middle Republican Natural Resources District

Board of Directors Meeting

July 13 2004

McCook Nebraska

Board Members Present Joe Anderjaska Duane Dodson Kevin Fornoff Gayle Haag Del

Harsh Dennis Hoyt Wayne Madsen Stan Moore Mike Peters Don Roberts and Kelly Wertz

Board Members Absent none

NRD Staff Dan Smith Robert Merrigan and Christy Peterson

NRCS Staff Dave Griffith

Others Roger Patterson Ann Bleed Mike Thompson Brad Edgerton Justin Lavene Dean

Edson Earl Johnston Tim McKillip BØnjie Loomis Brad Hock Marc Rasmussen Bob

Haag Lloyd Benjamin Ernie Ruzicka Dick Hasenauer Larry Richards Kip Richards

Robert Kitt Ken Ham Joey Large Mark Christensen Marvin Knoll Jim McClymont Larry

Jeffers Claude Cappel Raymond Durner Rod Spencer Marty Schurr Darold Ebmeier Lynn

Haarberg Matt Skomp Riley Morthole Rob Spencer Raymond Tillotson Matthew Aden

Randy Hileman Arlo Banzhaf Brad Wood Judy Wood Charlotte Myers Doug Myers Mike

OBrien Larry Durner David McConville Ryan Kuhiman Pat Aylward Lucas Haag Vern

Friesen Clint Sheets Scott Harris Conrad Nelson Dallas Lieske Mick Cox Steve Jussel

Robert Stinson Charlynn Hamilton Kurt Applegarth Mary Howard Duane Howard Rick

Spencer

Information Mailed to Directors

July Agenda

June 14 Informational Mtg Minutes

June 16 Informational Mtg Minutes

June 18 Informational Mtg Minutes

June Late Certification Hearing Minutes

June Financial Report

Settlement Funds Update

Dues Detail Report

2004 Interim Studies

Well Report

Meetings and Proposal Packet

Proposed Rules and Regulations

Information Distributed at Meeting

Cost Share FYO3-04

Cost Share FYO4-05

Packet provided by Claude Cappel

Collin Malrnkars letter

Proposed Resolution

July Public Hearing Agenda-Late Certification

June 15 Informational Mtg Minutes

June 17 Informational Mtg Minutes

June Regular Meeting Minutes

June Failure to Certify Hearing Minutes

June Budget Comparison

E-Notes 6-29-04

B-Notes 7-6-04

District Vote Ratio Report

Plotter Quotes

Draft Budget

July 13 Proposals from June 29 Committee Mtg

Flow Meter Cost Share FYO3-04

Flow Meter Cost Share FYO4-05

Certified Acres Requests

Scott Harris letter and questionnaire

REGULAR MEETING
The regular monthly board meeting was called to order by Chairman Haag at 738p.m The

agenda and roster were circulated to those present

Items added to the agenda none



Official notice of the regular monthly meeting was published in the North Platte Telegraph

and the McCook Daily Cazette and was posted in the NRD office and on the District

Website at www.mrnrd.org As a.courtesy it was also announced on local radio stations

MINUTES
The minutes for the regular board meeting and public hearings on June 2004 were

presented Minutes for the informational meetings held the week of June 14 2004 were also

presented

motion was made by Harsh and second by Fornoff to approve the minutes for the June

regular board meeting June public hearings and June informational meetings as presented

Ayes-9 Nays-0 Abstain-Madsen motion carried

The meeting was recessed at 740p.m to open the public hearing

The meeting was reconvened at 817p.m

CONSIDER VARIANCE REQUESTS
Merrigan reported that 310410 acres currently certified Discussion was held on the requests

and where that would place the total acres figure

motion was made by Anderjaska and second by Harsh to approve an additional 34.9

acres for Riley Morthole 28.1 acres for Lloyd Benjamin 6.8 acres for Jeff Brooks and

35 acres for Gary Connell and to deny the 17.6 acres for Dean Berndt due to lack of

history

Ayes-9 Nays-Madsen motion carried

Peters arrived at 822p.m
Discussion was held on the criteria that have to be met in order to certify acres

motion was made by Roberts and second by Wertz to approve 335.9 acres for James

Schmadeke 652.2 acres for Larry Jeffers 125 acres for David McConville 65.7 acres for

Don Follett 32 acres for Bob Haag and 219 acres for Robert Spencer and deny the

request from Arlo Banzhaf due to lack of history and Gary Poindextor due to no testimony

presented

Ayes-7 Nays-Anderjaska Madsen and Moore Abstain Peters Motion carried

GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
Well permit report was mailed to Directors There are new applications for replacement

wells

Smith reviewed the July meeting held by DNR Approximately 120 people in attendance

Smith reviewed the options that the committee had put together

motion was made by Madsen to present the proposal to DNR but to allocate to only

75% of the acres in water short years

The motion died due to lack of second

Anderj aska stated that he feels that the Directors should wait until after the meeting on

Thursday between the Governor DNR NARD and Senator Shrock Discussion was held on

where the other Districts are in the process The economic impact study will be released next

week at meeting in Alma Patterson reported that he feels that the Directors could wait until

after that meeting to make decision According to Patterson DNIR has suggested 5% less

than historical use Patterson believes that the proposal meets that requirement There are

incentive programs being looked at for retiring acres Patterson suggests having something



ready for hearing by August 10 This will give Patterson an opportunity to visit with the other

Districts involved He would like to see the four NRDs move forward together decision

on August 10 allows enough time for hearing to be scheduled prior to the September board

meeting

Discussion was held on having meeting with all three boards to discuss what each District is

considering Smith will be looking into planning meeting Dean Edson has offered to help

any way possible with the meeting

motion was made by Anderiaska and second by Fomoff to postpone any action until the

August meeting

Ayes-li Nays-0 motion carried

Hoyt questioned whether the retired acres portion of the proposal had to be decided with the

other rules or whether it could be considered at later date Smith indicated that it would be

necessary to address it at some level in order to permit programs like CREP to provide

incentive payments for retirement of acres

Smith encourages the Directors to review the rules and regulations and submit corrections to

him

There are 30 sections in the Platte drainage that needs to be considered and addressed in the

rules and regulations

time line for the hearing will be discussed at the August board meeting hearing separate

from the board meeting will be scheduled General consensus was to hold the hearing in

McCook

FOUNDATION
Smith has talked to group that is trying to form foundation that would possibly be able to

assist the Republican Basin with incentive programs Smith reviewed some of the concepts

the group is considering It is statewide foundation

LEGAL MATTERS
Smith gave an update on legal matters

OPEN FORUM
Various members of the public presented some of their opinions concerning the settlement

and the proposed new rules and regulations The first speaker stated that the Directors should

Keep it simple and give an allocation that can be lived with The speaker felt that the

District is doing all the giving He felt that the State had not made any effort to compromise

The next speaker indicated that he thought the best solution was to get some State and Federal

funds to retire some acres He also thought that the allocation should be percentage

decrease of previous use instead of an inch amount for everybody The speaker expressed the

opinion that the current proposals will put the good farmers out of business

The next speaker indicated that he hates to see decisions made based on statistics from the last

years that have been drought conditions Many farmers already have cut usage by installing

pivots The speaker thought that it would be good idea to wait on allocations until the

impact of the pivot conversions is seen

Another speaker raised the question as to why the Twin Platte has no responsibility in this

lawsuit Wells are being drilled in the Twin Platte Concern was expressed that water would

be pumped from the Twin Platte to the Middle Republican



FINANCIAL ACTIONS
The financial report for June was presented The County Treasurers Balance was

$117211.56 Smith reviewed the reports

motion was made by Anderiaska and second by Dodson to approve the June financial

report as presented

Ayes-i Nays-0 motion carried

The monthly budget comparison was presented and reviewed summary of the lawsuit

settlement funds was also handed out

BUDGET
rough draft budget was mailed to Directors Smith reviewed the budget Some changes

will need to be made after decisions are made on the hearing The board also has an

additional $.Oi taxing authority that could be used if so decided The budget hearing will be

September 14 prior to the regular board meeting Smith will probably present two draft

budgets at the August meeting depending on what the Directors decide to do with the rules

and regulations

AUDIT
Auditors will be in the office July 14-16 The same auditors as last year are being used

Smith reported that he overlooked the hiring of new auditor as was directed by the board

previously

DUES
list of dues paid during the fiscal year 2004 was mailed to directors Smith reviewed the

list

motion was made by Roberts and second by Wertz to approve dues as submitted

Ayes-8 Nays-Haag Abstain-Harsh Moore Motion carried

NRCS REPORT
Dave Griffith gave report on NRCS activities Griffith reviewed the history of the EQIP

program Approximately $1.7 million in applications were received The initial allocation is

$1000000 Griffith anticipates that the District could receive an additional $300000 in

allocations 67 contracts have been written and are ready for signature Work is still being

done to get the CREP program in place

This is Griffiths last meeting He starts in Lincoln August The State office is meeting this

week to hire Griffiths replacement Haag requested that letter of commendation

referencing the job that Griffith has done in the District be sent from the Middle Republican

NRD to Steve Chick NRCS

NARD
The last Association meeting was scheduled June 21 in South Sioux City Anderjaska

reported on the meeting $400 deductible was the only difference in insurance benefits

approved compared to what was presented at the June meeting Fall Conference is scheduled

for Sept 26-28 in Keamey August 25 is the deadline for resolutions Madsen circulated

resolution that he would like the Directors to send to NARD The resolution proposes

changes to the Water Well Standards and Contractors Licensing Act The resolution looks at

the issue of landowners drilling wells



motion was made by Anderjaska and second by Dodson to support the resolution and

submit it to NARD

Ayes-8 Nays-Harsh Hoyt and Roberts Motion carried

Dean Edson NARD reported that he will be attending meeting Thursday with Roger

Patterson Senator Shrock.and the Governor to discuss Republican Basin issues Discussion

was held on scheduling meeting with the four NRDs with Dean Edson present

Smith asked Edson to discuss the fee assessment Edson reviewed section 79 of LB 962 The

language in this legislation is very unclear as to whether the NRD has the authority to

implement per acre fee

NACD
E-notes for 6-29-04 and 7-6-04 were mailed to Directors

NNRC
The next meeting is scheduled for July 20 21 in York

INFORMATION EDUCATION
Thank you from Range Camp attendees circulated There were 856 hits on the Districts

website

NEBRASKA REPUBLICAN RIVER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS ASSOC

The next meeting will be July 22 2004 in Alma The economic impact report that was done

for the power districts is scheduled to be released at this meeting

OTHER AGENCIES OR ASSOCIATIONS

Smith reported that the NRDs only involvement with the Rural Water Development in

Cambridge and Bartley is as an advisor

LEGISLATION
Dean Edson NARD sent letter to all the NRDs reporting on the resolutions that have been

introduced by the senators and committees to be studied during the interim The letter Edson

sent only shows the resolutions of interest to NRDs

BUFFERSTRIP
The annual payments have been made

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT FUNDS

Smith reviewed the cost-share summary report and the cost-share summary report on flow

meters year end report as well as current report was handed out to the Directors

Discussion was held on how to proceed with any wells not metered by December 31 2004

$26000 of the State cost share funds were not used in fiscal year 2003 -2004

motion was made by Roberts and second by Wertz to accept these reports as presented

and approve the applications

Ayes-i Nays-0 Abstain-Harsh motion carried

copy of these reports is on file with the minutes



WATERSHEDS
With the recent rains some of the watersheds have had water in them They will need to be
inspected

PERSONNEL

position is still open number of applications were received The position was
offered to two people who both declined the position The staff is currently informally

looking for person to fill the position

CONSIDER BUILDING OFFER
At the June meeting the Directors approved offering $18000 for the building that adjoins the

Districts office in Curtis Adkisson contacted Smith and offered counter offer of $23000
Discussion was held on the price of remodeling

motion was made by Peters and second by Roberts to offer $20000
Ayes-Dodson Fornoff Harsh Peters Roberts Wertz

Nays-Anderjaska Hoyt Madsen Moore He Motion carried

PLOTTER PURCHASE
Peterson presented list of quotes for new plotter This is one of the items was budgeted in

the lawsuit settlement funds Discussion was held on whether the 3-year extended warranty
was needed

motion was made by Roberts and second by to approve the DLT solutions quote with
the extended warranty

The motion died due to lack of second

motion was made by Dodson and second by Wertz to approve the Hewlett Packard
quote without the extended warranty

Ayes-9 Nays-Anderjaska Moore Haag Motion carried

Chairman Haag adjourned the board meeting at 1032p.m
The next meeting will be Tuesday August 10 2004 at the NRD office in Curtis Nebraska
starting at 730 p.m

----
\k_c AQ.iç

Christy Peters

Secretary to tleBid
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MINUTES

Middle Republican Natural Resources District

Public Hearing

July 13 2004

McCook Nebraska

Board Members Present Joe Anderjaska Duane Dodson Kevin Fornoff Gayle Haag Del Harsh

Dennis Hoyt Wayne Madsen Stan Moore Don Roberts and Kelly Wertz

Board Members Absent Mike Peters

NRD Staff Dan Smith Robert Merrigan and Christy Peterson

NRCS Staff Dave Griffith

Those presenting testimony Riley Morthole Dean Berndt Lloyd Benjamin Arlo Banzhaf

Charles Jeffers David McConville Randy Hileman Bob Haag and Rob Spencer

PUBLIC HEARING
Chairman Haag called the public hearing to order at 741p.m The agenda and roster were

circulated to those present

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF THIS PUBLIC HEARING WAS PUBLISHED NOT LESS THAN TEN

DAYS PRIOR TO THE HEARiNG IN THE NORTH PLATTE TELEGRAPH AND THE

MCCOOK GAZETTE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THE HEARING WERE NOTIFIED BY

MAIL

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of this hearing is to receive testimony concerning complaint of non-compliance with

the Districts Ground Water Management Area Rules and Regulations specifically late certification

of irrigated acres not in accordance with Rule

TESTIMONY
Robert Merrigan assistant manager presented testimony for the District Merrigan reviewed the

list of requests that he had received There are two groups being represented The first is people

who have already certified but want to change their certification The second group is those who

have not certified any acres to date

ADDITIONAL ACRES

Riley Morthole Culbertson requested an additional 34.9 acres When Morthole certified his acres

he only reported the acres currently irrigated under the pivots that have been installed He did not

report the corners that could be flood irrigated All of these acres are supplemental acres and

Morthole still purchases surface water for all of the acres

Dean Berndt Danbury requested an additional 17.6 acres Berndt has 50 acres certified He has

recently installed new pivot that irrigates 68.1 The extra acres were dryland until pivot was

installed

Lloyd Benjamin presented testimony certified 108 acres when it should have been 136.1 acres

Benjamin purchased property in December 1999 Berndt reviewed the history on this land since he

purchased the ground pivot was installed in 2002 There is 92 acres under the pivot When

water permits he flood irrigates the corners Berndt testified that he reported only what was

irrigated
in the current year 2003 instead of what is historically irrigated The County Assessor

records indicate that 134 acres are taxed as irrigated Berndt is requesting an increase of 28.1 acres



LATE CERTIFICATIONS

Merrigan testified that James Schmadeke received the certified letter for the June hearing the day
after the hearing They request 335.9 acres for two pivots Merrigan reported that Bob Haag and

Robert Spencer are requesting certified acres for wells that have just been registered

Arlo Banzhaf requested certification of 53 acres They would like to install wiper This ground
irrigated 83 acres in 1989 It has not been irrigated since this time and is no longer carried by the

Assessor as irrigated

Larry Jeffers testified that he did not know that the acres on his pivots were not certified He is

requesting total of 652.2 acres for these pivots All the wells are metered

David McConvjlle testified that he received the certified letter for the June hearing the day after the

hearing McConville is requesting 125 acres The land has not been irrigated for or years due to

the need for terraces to be installed It was irrigated prior to that

Randy Hileman requested 65.7 acres for Don Follett Follett has been ill and did not get acres

certified All the ground was irrigated in 1998 and 1999
Bob Haag requested acres for well that had never been registered The well irrigates 32 or 33

acres The well is now registered but still needs meter installed

Robert Spencer requested acres for wells that had been drilled in the early 80s but was never

registered Spencer is requesting 219 acres There is one pivot and the rest is flood All but

possibly 22 is currently irrigated

Chairman Haag closed the hearing at 816 p.m

Christy Peterii

Board Secretär



Resolution No 25 8-04

WHEREAS Nebraska Revised Statute 77-160 1.02 provides that the property tax request

for the prior year shall be the property tax request for the current year for purposes of the

levy set by the County Board of Equalization unless the Governing Body of the Middle

Republican Natural Resources District passes by majority vote resolution or ordinance

setting the tax request at different amount and

WHEREAS special public hearing was held as required by law to hear and consider

comments concerning the property tax request and

WHEREAS it is in the best interests of the Middle Republican Natural Resources District

that the property tax request for the current year be different amount than the property tax

request for the prior year

NOW THEREFORE the Governing Body of the Middle Republican Natural Resources

District by majority vote resolves that

The 2004-2005 property tax request be set at $618396.00

copy of this resolution be certified and forwarded to the County Clerk on or

before October 13 2004

Signed
/L/.g
Date

Attest

Christy Secretary



Permit to Construct

Summary

August 10 2004

of Apps Completed Open EXIP/CNX Replacement

Suspended

FY 97-98 SPA only 44 34 10

FY99 53 46

FY2000 42 32 10

FY2001 71 56 15 14

FY2002 111 100 11 18

FY2003 51 33 11 39

FY2004

FY 03-04

Spring Water Farms RI SW 30-3-32 Complete

Spring Water Farms HI SW 30-3-32 Complete

Spring Water Farms ifi SW 30-3-32 Complete

Spring Water Farms HI SW 0-3-32 EXP

Les Schmidt RW SE 13-4-28 Complete Replacement

Ron Montross HI SE 20-2-3 Complete Replacement

City of McCook RW NE 4-4-30 Complete Dave Unger
City of McCook RW SW 1-4-30 EXP Solomon
City of McCook RW NW 31-3-27 EXP Ervin Schaffert

City of McCook RW SE 16-4-29 Complete Gayle Ruggles

Ron Mont-ross HI SW 20-2-3 Complete Replacement

Ron Mont-ross HI SW 20-2-35 EXIP Replacement

Terry Ellinger HI SE 22-4-31 Complete Replacement

Willow Farms Inc HA SW 2-6-31 Complete Replacement

Larry Burke FR NW 20-6-34 Complete Replacement

Darrel Deterding RW SE 10-3-26 Complete Replacement

Richard Drake RW SW 16-3-30 Complete Replacement

Dorsey Resler HA NW 33-8-35 EXIP Replacement

Pat Sfritt RW NW 12-3-27 Complete Replacement

Orville Kaschke LI NW 36-1 1-30 Complete Replacement

Hohensee Land Co HI SE 19-3-35 Complete Replacement

Kester Land Co FR NW 31-6-25 Complete Replacement

Witte Inc RW NE 11-3-26 Complete Replacement

Jeannie Eisenach HI NE 22-4-3 EXP Replacement

Claude Cappel RW SW 20-3-30 Complete Replacement

Claude Cappel RW SW 20-3-3 Complete Replacement

Claude Cappel RW SW 20-3-3 Complete Replacement

Richard Wilcox RW SE 6-3-30 EXP Replacement

Gene Kleinschmidt HI N\AT 18-2-34 Complete Replacement

Wendell Peterson FR SW 26-8-28 Complete Replacement

Kiplinger RW SE 7-2-29 Complete Replacement

Darrell WuIf RW NE 13-4-26 Complete Replacement LP
Village of Bartley RW NE 12-4-27 CNX Test Well

Tom Remus LI SE 4-10-30 Complete Replacement

Village of Maywood FR NW 1-8-29 Complete Replacement

Nina Wagner HI SW 8-3-31 Replacement

Southwest Biofuels RW SE 20-3-30 Industrial



Southwest Biofuels RW SE 20-3-30 Industrial

Southwest Biofuels RW SE 20-3-30 Replacement
Village of Bartley RW SE 6-4-26 Test Well-Expedited

Mary Jane McKillip Trust RW NW 7-3-26 Complete Replacement
Farms HA SW 7-5-35 Replacement

Tom Baker HJ NW 7-3-3 Replacement md
Kester Land Co FR SW 25-6-26 Replacement
Clara Grabenstejn FR NW 8-8-27 Industrial

Warren Schaffert HI NW 4-2-32 Complete Replacement
Scott Hanchera RW NE 14-3-28 Complete Replacement
Baker Corp HI NW 7-3-32 Complete Industrial

Craig Nelson HA SW 28-6-34 Replacement
George Seward HA NE 23-7-35 Replacement
Robert Korrell HA NW 23-5-32 Replacement

FY 04-05

Kurt Ross HA SE 18-4-31 Replacement


