AGENDA - October 9, 2007

The Middle Republican NRD Board of Directors will hold their regular meeting at the
American Legion Hall in Curtis Nebraska on October 9, 2007 at 7:30 P.M.

Regular Meeting:

1. Meeting called to order.
a. Verify quorum
b. Excused absences

2. Circulate agenda and roster
a. ltems added since mailing

3. OFFICIAL NOTICE OF THIS MEETING WAS PUBLISHED IN THE NORTH
PLATTE TELEGRAPH AND THE MCCOOK DAILY GAZETTE AND WAS POSTED
IN THE NRD OFFICE AND ON THE DISTRICT WEBSITE AT WWW.MRNRD.ORG.
AS A COURTESY IT WAS ALSO PROVIDED TO LOCAL RADIO STATIONS.

4. Approve minutes for the September regular board meeting

5. Open Hea_ring for Variance Request — None

6. Close Hearing
7. Consider Variance Requests

8. Legal Matters
a. Case status —

9. Financial Actions
a. Approve Financial Report for September 2007

10. Open Forum — The public may comment on agenda items or items not listed on
the agenda. For concerns expressed that are not relative to an item on the agenda,
you are informed that no action can be taken on your comments.  Guests should
also note the location of a current copy of the statutes dealing with public meetings.

11. Reports — Agencies, Associations, Others

NRCS - 1) Dist. Cons. Report

NARD — 1) Report-Anderjaska 2) Resolutions from Sept Conf.
NACD — 1)Newsletters 2)Annual Mtg — Albuquerque Nov 7,8,9
NNRC -

Information & Education — Lawson
"NE Republican River Management Districts Association

Other Agencies or Associations

1) RC&D - Roger Stockton
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h. Le islation — 1) Interim study hearing LR 106 hearing in Alma, October
0' Implementatlon of LB 701)

12. Ground Water Management
a. Ground Water Management Area .
(1) Well permits (2) Surface water reports (3) Meter program (4) Incentive
Programs (5) Transfer requests (6) Consider revisions for GWMA  (7)
Consider revised Integrated management Plan (8) Ground water
committee meeting 7?7 (9) Set hearing date for IMP
b. Ground Water Quality Management Area 1) Water Quality samples
c. Republican River Basin Coalition
Bond Progress
Basin Coordinator
Funding
Resolution
Occupation Tax acres
d. Other Ground Water Activity

13. Programs

WILD-end of program

Buffer Strips

Livestock Waste Control Applications

Conservation Management Funds- LCP/NSWCP
Approve Applications

Watersheds

Complaints

Chemigation

Tree Planting

0o o

Q™o

14. General Operations
a. Personnel
b. Sales and Rental Equipment
c. Vehicle quotes

Adjourn
Next regular meeting date — October 9, 2007 at 7:30 P. M., Curtis, Nebraska.

IMPORTANT DATES:

Oct. 8 Office Closed

Oct. 9 Board meeting

Nov 12 Office Closed

Nov 13 Board meeting

Nov 22 Office Ciosed

Dec 11 Board meeting and luncheon
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MINUTES
Middle Republican Natural Resources District
. Board of Directors Meeting
September 11, 2007
McCook, Nebraska

Board Members Present: Kevin Fornoff, Josh F riesen, Gayle Haag, Benjie Loomis, Stan
Moore, Jerry Mustion, Dan Nelsen, Brad Randel, Marty Schurr, Rick Spencer, Joe

Anderjaska

Board Members Absent: None.
NRD Staff: Dan Smith, Bob Merrigan, Roger Lawson and Stacie Owens

NRCS Staff: Ben Hardin '
Others: Brad Edgerton, Randy Robinson, Dick Hasenauer, Marvin Knoll, Mike Thomas,

Dale Dueland, Roger Goltl, Mark Christensen, Jesse Dutcher, Kurt Fritsch, Duane Tappe,
Angus Garey, Tom Kiplinger, Claude Cappel, Raymond Durner, Roger Stockton, Rex
Nelson, Andy Havlicek, Scott Moore, Russell Fries, Wayne Madsen, Con Fielding, D. Felker,
Brad Johnson, William Barger, Barry Richards, Mark Billinger, Quinton Huxoll -

Information Mailed to Directors:
August 21, 2007 Board Minutes

Agenda _ : ‘
August 30,2007 GWM Hearing : Testimony, Aaron Thompson
Testimony, Ann Bleed, DNR August Financial Report
E-notes for Aug. 21, 28 and Sept. 5 - Information & Education Report

Draft Resolution 254-07-2 - Permit to Construct Summary 9/6/07

Farm Burean Newsletter_ on LB 701

Information Distributed at Meeting:

Cost-Share Summary — 8/20/07 -Requests for Temporary Transfer of H20

Resolution 254-07 Monthly Reservoir Report | '
GWMA revisions from Hearing : Testimony from Claude Cappel on R & R
Minutes from RRBC Meeting ' '
REGULAR MEETING .

The regular monthly board meétiﬂg was called tb drder by Chairman Friesen at 7:31 p.m.
The agenda and roster were circulated to those present.
Added Items: 11.b. 3. Voting Delegate and Alternate for 2007 NARD Fall Conference

Notice of the regular monthly meeting was published in the North Platte Telegraph and the
McCook Daily Gazette and was posted at the MRNRD Office and on the District Website
at www.mrnrd.org. As a courtesy it was also provided to local radio stations.

‘The minutes for the Regular Board Meeting on Auguét 21, 2007 and Public Hearing on
August 30, 2007 were mailed to Directors.

- A motion was made by Fornoff and seconded by Nelsen to approve the
minutes of the Regular Board Meeting on Auvgust 21, 2007 with noted
corrections and the Public Hearing on August 30, 2007 with noted corrections.

¢

1
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Ayes- 10 Nays-0 -~ Abstain-Randel - Motion Carried

LEGAL MATTERS : s
Smith reported on the information presented at the court hearing on Les Wood's lawsuit at the :

District Courthouse in Frontier County this morning. Smith suggested going into Executive
Session at the end of the meeting to discuss in more detail.

FINANCIAL ACTIONS
a. The financial report for August was presented by Smith. The County

Treasurer’s Balance was $9,787.83.

¢ A motion was made by Anderjaska and seconded by Spencer to approve the August

financial report as presented.
Ayes- 11 Nays- 0 Motion Carried

‘A copy of this report is on file with the Minutes.
b. Approve pfoposed Budget and adopt Resolution 254-07.
¢ A motion was made by Schurr and seconded by Loomis to approve the Budget as

presented and adopt Resolution 254-07. :
Ayes- 9 Nays- Haag, Spencer ~ Motion Carried -

Anderjaska commented that he did not fully agree with the proposed budget yet the testimony
received at the Budget Hearing supported what was presented. He noted that the Board needs .
to support the people in the District by giving them the water they need if they so choose to
impose a tax. Similar concerns over budget increases relating to the bonding were expressed

by Loomis and Schurr.

OPEN FORUM
Wayne Madsen — Expressed disappointment in the lack of updating of the website. Lawson

explained the technical problems we have encountered and ensured he would get it up and
running as soon as possible. _

Barry Richards — Expressed concerned over financial matters between all three districts, water
issues, the handling of Kansas on Compact issue and publication of meeting notices.

Mike Thomas — Agreed with Richards on how to best handle Kansas on Compact issue.
Roger Goltl ~ Concern over tax issue and McCook city residents’ comments.

Kurt Fritsch — Defended McCook city residents with regards to Goltl comments.

Mark Billinger — Defended Kansas by stating that they are only after what was agreed to in
the Compact and nothing more.

REPORTS

NRCS REPORT .
Ben Hardin discussed the EQIP program, cost-share rates and what percentages were -

currently being discussed for future projects. He stated that these are only proposals and have
not been sent to Lincoln for approval. Reminded everyone that they are accepting
applications for EQIP with a cut-off date of December 14, 2007. Reiterated FSA offices in
Trenton and Curtis are closing. Post cards were sent out to farmers.
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NARD ,
Anderjaska reported that the next meeting is next week; Fall Conference is September 24 &

25 in Kearney and. expressed a desire for more Directors to attend the Conference. Smith
requested the naming of a Voting Delegate and Alternate for the 2007 NARD Annual
Conference. Friesen appointed Anderjaska as the Voting Delegate with Moore as the

Alternate.

NACD _
E-notes dated August 21, 28 and September 5 were mailed to the Directors.

NNRC
None.

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION
Lawson presented his report and discussed the current press releases that went out on 5%

Grade Conservation Craze and invasive species program. Lawson also apprised the Board of
the current website problems and his desire for a swift resolution.

NE REPUBLICAN RIVER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION
None.

RC&D -
- Roger Stockton reported on the progress of the LB 701 Grant Project and the hiring of Tim

Smith from Benkelman as the project coordinator.

LEGISLATION
Smith requested the Board Members put the Interim Study Hearing LR 106 in Alma, October

30% (Implementation of LB 701) on their calendars.

GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT AREA

WELL PERMITS _
Smith presented the Permit to Construct Summary. _

SURFACE WATER REPORT
Smith reported on the August water reports.

METER PROGRAM
Smith reported that we hoped to start reading meters the first week of October after the
completion of work on the depot and the well measurements.

INCENTIVE PROGRAMS
None.

TRANSFER REQUEST
Merrigan presented the Request for Temporary Transfer of Ground Water applications:

Request#: T30-2007 From: Virgil McClatchey ~To:  Roger Goltl
T31-2007 From: Mike O’Brien To:  LaVern Friesen

¢ A motion was made by Schurr and seconded by Fornoff to approve Transfer Requests

T30 and T31 as presented.
Ayes—10 Nays -0 Abstain-Friesen =~ Motion Carried

3
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CONSIDER REVISIONS FOR GWMA
Smith presented further language changes he felt to be necessary and recommended that the g

Board table any further action on the Rules and Regulations based on new proposals that were
being discussed and should be taken into consideration.

+ A motion was made by Schurr and seconded by Loomis to table action on these rules
until we know if recent proposals from the State are to be considered as recommended
allocations and to give at least one more opportunity to achieve some consensus on the
revisions that are needed for 2008 and beyond.

- Ayes—11 Nays -0 Motion Carried

GROUND WATER COMMITTEE MEETING
Addressed above.

GROUND WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT AREA

Smith reported that Dennis is taking water quality samples on approximately 10 wells in each
County of the District. Merrigan also mentioned that Peterson took samples at the wells on
the Mortensen Custom Feeding and Daffer Feed Yard place to monitor Livestock Waste

Control requests that were voted on at prior Board Meeting.

REPUBLICAN RIVER BASIN COALITION
Smith presented a copy of the Minutes from the last RRBC meeting that discussed the Bond

Progress, Basin Coordinator position and funding. He also presented Resolution 254-07-2 for
Board approval.

¢ A motion was made by Fornoff and seconded by Nelsen to approve Resolution 254-
07-2 with noted corrections.

Ayes—9 Nays — Spencer, Haag Motion Carried

PROGRAMS

WILD
Smith reported that this program will not be funded by the State anymore and possibly may

no longer exist.

BUFFERSTRIPS
None.

LIVESTOCK WASTE CONTROL
None.

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT FUNDS
Smith presented the Cost-Share Summary.

¢ A motion was made by Nelsen and seconded by Fornoff to approve Cost Share

- Report.
Ayes—11 Nays -0 Abstain- 0 Motion Carried
WATERSHEDS '
Merrigan reported that they would begin work on some of the repairs next week.

4
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COMPLAINTS
Merrigan reported he received a compliance schedule from McGregor and forwarded it on to

Vapenik. He has not heard anything further and presumes Vapenik’s are fine with the
schedule. McGregor’s plan to begin fixing problem this fall with completion prior to next

irrigation season so no further run-off problems should exist.

CHEMIGATION
None.

TREE PLANTING
None.

' GENERAL OPERATIONS
'PERSONNEL
None.

SALES AND RENTAL EQUIPMENT
None.

VEHICLE QUOTES _
Merrigan reported *02 Dodge is up to be replaced. He requested guidance from the Board as

to how the wish to proceed. Suggestions from Board members were made to look into what
- was available as far as fuel efficiency, best price and deals available, allowing local dealers to

put in a bid and to look into what the State had to offer.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
¢ A motion was made by Fomoff and seconded by Loomis to enter into executive

session to complete the discussion of Frontier County case and Interrelated Water

Review Board preparations.
Ayes—11 Nays—0 - Motion Carried

Chairman Friesen restated, for the record, the limitation of the subject matter of the closed

session.
Entered into Executive Session at 9;:06 PM.

¢ A motion was made by Fornoff and seconded by Loomis to exit Executive Session.
Ayes-11 Nays -0 Motion Carried

Exited Executive Session 9:32 PM.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 PM.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, October 9, 2007 in Curtis, Nebraska at the Legion Hall
starting at 7:30 PM.

&.@ﬂ(@/)zﬂ@

Stacie M. Owens
Board Secret
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Budget Hearing FY2007
Middle Republican Natural Resources District
September 11, 2007
McCook, Nebraska

Board Members Present: Joe Anderjaska, Kevin Fornoff, Josh Friesen, Gayle Haag,
Benjie Loomis, Stan Moore, Jerry Mustion, Dan Nelsen, Brad Randel Marty Schurr and

Rick Spencer
Board Members Absent: None
NRD Staff: Dan Smith, Robert Merrigan, Roger Lawson and Stacie Owens
Those presenting testimony:
. Mike Thomas, Scott Moore and~Ryaﬁ Robinson.
"d\’ / ©
The budget hearing was called to order by Chalrman Friesen at 7:04 p.m.

——The-purpose of this hearing is to receive-support, opposition, criticism; suggestions, or

observations of taxpayers telating to the proposed budget of the Middle Republican
NRD. This is in compliance with §13-501 to §13-512.

The budget notice was published in the North Platte Telegraph and the McCook Gazette

according to state guidelines. The proof of publication is attached to the file copy of
- these proceedings. '

Manager Dan Smith presented the revised proposed budget which incorporated changes
as Board requested at the previous meeting.  Total requirements are $4,763,145 with a
cash reserve of $100,000 and a property tax requirement of $1,791,224. This would set
the levy at .108686 cents (.047257 River Flow Enhancement, .061429 General Fund)

Testimony was received from the public as follows:

Mike Thomas. McCook, Farmer: Expréssed importance of keeping control of our local
government and our willingness as farmers to pay for it through taxes in order to avoid

State government stepping in and taking over.

Scott Moore. Bartley. Farmer: Expressed the need for the tax in order to sustain what

"~ water we currently have and to remind everyone that if you want to irrigate, you’ll have

to pay for the water through this tax.
R

oo Ryan \lﬁobinson, McCook, Knoll Ranch: Expressed concern over the economical impact

it would have on all of our communities if the water was taken away from us and that this
tax is a small price to pay in order to continue to irrigate crops. Commended the Board
on trying to find the best solution possible for everyone involved. :

The hearing was closed at 7:23 p.m.

o Qe

Stacie M., ens
reta the Board

File: Budget Minutes FY2007
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Special Budget Hearing To Set Final Tax Request
Middle Republican Natural Resources District
September 11, 2007
McCook, Nebraska

Board Members Present: Joe Anderjaska, Kevin Fornoff, Josh Friesen, Gayle Haag,
Benjie Loomis, Stan Moore, Jerry Mustion, Dan Nelsen, Brad Randel, Marty Schurr and

Rick Spencer
Board Members Absent: None , ,
NRD Staff: Dan Smith, Robert Merrigan, Roger Lawson and Stacie Owens

Those presenting testimony: None.

The special budget hearing was called to order by Chairman Friesen at 7:24 p.m.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or
observations of taxpayers relating to setting the final tax request at a different amount
than the prior year tax request. This is in compliance with §77-1601.02. '

The special budget notice was published in the North Platte Telegraph and the McCook

Gazette according to state guidelines. The proof of publication is attached to the file
copy of these proceedings. '

Manager Dan Smith presented the request. 2006-2007 property tax request was $874,061
and the tax rate was .053973. 2007-2008 proposed property tax request is $1,791,224.
The new tax rate would be .108686.

No members of the public presented testimony.

The hearing was closed at 7:27 p.m.

Stacie M. Owexrs
Secreta; Board
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Effective Middle Republican NRD revised
January 1, 2005 draft for MRNRD use only 10/3/2007 3:12:51 PM 2/2007

INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PLAN
Jointly Developed by the
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
And the - :
MIDDLE REPUBLICAN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT

I. AUTHORITY

This integrated management plan was prepared by the Board of Directors of the
Middle Republican Natural Resources District (MRNRD) and the Nebraska
Department of Natural Resources (NDNR) in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §

46-715, 2006.

l. BACKGROUND

In 1943 the States of Colorado, Kansas and Nebraska entered into the
Republican River Compact (hereinafter the Compact) with the approval of
- Congress. The Compact provides for the equitable apportionment of the “virgin

water supply” of the Republican River Basin. Following several years of dispute
about Nebraska's consumptive use of water within the basin, Kansas filed an
original action in the United States Supreme Court against the states of
Nebraska and Colorado in 1998. After several rulings by the Court and it's
Special Master and several months of negotiation, all three states entered into a
comprehensive Settlement Agreement. That Agreement was approved by the
Court on May 19, 2003 and the Special Master’s final report approving the Joint
‘Groundwater Model developed by all three states for use in computing
streamflow depletions resulting from groundwater use was submitted to the Court

on September 17, 2003.

fn July, 1996, the MRNRD and the other three Natural Resources Districts in the
Republican River Basin, pursuant to then Section 46-656.28 of the Nebraska
statutes, initiated a joint action planning process with the Department of Water
Resources (DWR), the predecessor agency to NDNR. In accordance with that
process, DWR first made a preliminary determination in 1996 that “there was
reason to believe that the use of hydrologically connected ground water and
surface water resources is contributing to or is in the reasonably foreseeable
future likely to contribute to disputes over the Republican River Compact.” When
the studies required by Section 46-656.28 had been completed, NDNR issued its
conclusions on May 20, 2003 in the form of a report entitled: “Republican River
Basin, Report of Preliminary Findings.” Those conclusions included the following

determination:
Pursuant to Section 46-656.28 and the preliminary findings in this report, the

Department determines that present and future Compact disputes arising out of
the use of hydrologically connected ground water and surface water resources in
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Effective Middle Republican NRD revised
January 1, 2005 draft for MRNRD use only 10/3/2007 3:12:51 PM ?/2007

the Republican River Basin can be eliminated or reduced through the adoption of
a joint action plan.

Following four hearings on that report, NDNR made final the preliminary
conclusions in the report and the four basin Natural Resources Districts were so
informed. The MRNRD and the other three Districts each then adopted orders to
proceed with developing a joint action plan for integrated management of
hydrologically connected surface water and ground water resources in the basin;
preparation of a joint action plan for the MRNRD began soon thereafter.

The 2004 Nebraska Legislature adopted LB962 in April of 2004 and it was signed
by Governor Johanns on April 15, 2004 and became operative on July 16, 2004.
That bill repealed Section 46-656.28 and replaced it with legislation providing for
a revised process for addressing hydrologically connected surface water and
ground water resources. In order to avoid the need to begin anew the integrated
management planning processes that had been commenced but not completed
under Section 46-656.28, LB962 provided for the transition of those ongoing
planning processes into the newly enacted process codified now as Sections 46-
713 to 46-719, R.S. Supp., 2004. The MRNRD and NDNR agreed that
preparation of a joint action plan had not been completed prior to July 16, 2004;
therefore, subsection (3) of what is codified as Section 46-720, R.S. Supp., 2004,
governs that transition. Completion of this plan proceeded under the new
process and this plan was adopted in accordance with Section 46-718, R.S.

Supp., 2004.

The MRNRD and the NDNR adopted an integrated management plan effective
January 1, 2005, that contained groundwater rules and regulations for the 2005-
2007 period. That integrated management plan established an average
groundwater allocation of 13 inches per certified acre, certified all uses and
included several other controls. A goal of the 2005 integrated management plan
was to reduce water use by 5% from the 1998-2002 baseline. Since that time,
efforts have been taken to implement or conduct incentive programs, studies,
“and research fo further our understanding and ability to comply with the
Republican River Compact and settlement. The MRNRD and the NDNR wish to
adopt and implement a revised IMP for the regulation of water resources within
the District as required by the laws of the State of Nebraska. The NRD and the
NDNR agree that the IMP for the District shall keep the District's depletions
including credits for streamflow augmentation to an amount within 30% of the
State's allowable ground water depletions. Based upon its calculations using
periods of average precipitation, the NDNR believes that a 20% reduction from
the 98-02 pumping volume would be sufficient without additional streamflow
augmentation to keep the District's net depletions within the MRNRD's 30%
share of the State’s allowable ground water depletions through the year 2020.
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Effective Middle Republican NRD revised
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The NDNR has determined the following pumping volumes for the period 1998-
2002 listed below as 1998-2002 Baselines. These pumping volumes are used
throughout this IMP and are referenced as the “98-02 pumping”.  NDNR, through
the use of the Republican River Compact Administration Ground Water Model,
has also determined each District's impact on streamflow for the baseline period
and those impacts are referred to 98-02 Depletions. Those depletion numbers
have resulted in depletion proportions used throughout this IMP and are
referenced as the “98-02 depletion proportions.” The pumping values used to
make these determinations will be evaluated within the next five years to
determine their accuracy as compared with metered pumping values. If the
baseline pumping values are found to be in error, the pumping values for the
1998-2002 period will be revised and the percentage of depletions for this period
will be readjusted based on the new pumping values. .

lll._ DEFINITIONS

A. 1998-2002 Baselines - The depletions to streamflow, in the Nebraska
portion of the Republican River Basin, as a result of surface water and
ground water uses in the years 1998-2002 inclusive.

- 98-02 Pumping Volume:
URNRD-531,763 AF, MRNRD-309,479 AF, LRNRD-242,289 AF

98-02 Depletion Volume: _
’ URNRD-74,161 AF, MRNRD-52,168, LRNRD-43,954 AF

98-02 Depletion Percentage:
URNRD-44%, MRNRD-30%, LRNRD-26%

B. Allowable Streamflow Depletions - the maximum amount of streamflow
depletion in the Republican River Basin that can occur in a given year
without Nebraska exceeding its annual allocation., Streamflow depletions
are the sum of the allowable ground water depletions and the allowable

surface water depletions.

C. Allowable Ground Water Depletions - the maximum level of depletions
to streamflow that may occur as a result of ground water pumping of wells
within the Republican River Basin that can occur in a given year without
Nebraska exceeding its annual allocation. :

D. Allowable Ground Water Depletion for the MRNRD - the depletions to
streamflow resulting from the impact of ground water pumping in the
MRNRD. These depletions shall be no greater than 30% of the allowable

ground water depletion.
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Effective Middle Republican NRD ' revised
January 1, 2005 draft for MRNRD use only 10/3/2007 3:12:51 PM 2/2007

E. Augmentation — as used in this plan refers to, but is not limited to; actual
surface water or ground water augmentation projects, river flow
enhancement projects, incentive programs, riparian management projects
and other project that may reduce consumptive use.

F. Compliance Standard - the criteria that will be used to determine whether
the controls adopted by the NDNR and the MRNRD are sufficient to meet
the goals and objectives of this integrated management plan. Compliance
will be measured using the Republican River Compact Administration
(RRCA) Ground Water Model.

G. Net Depletion — a district's allowable ground water depletion less any
reduction in streamflow depletions or increase in Nebraska's allocation
resulting from augmentation projects.

IV. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-715, 2006, the goals and obijectives of an
integrated management plan must have as a purpose “sustaining a balance
between water uses and water supplies so that the economic viability, social and
environmental health, safety, and welfare of the Republican River Basin can be
achieved and maintained for both the near term and the long term”. The MRNRD
will meet its responsibility under Neb. Rev. Stat. §46-715, including meeting the
obligations under the Republican River Settlement Agreement (RRSA), by
adopting revised rules to implement the integrated management plan with
regulations and other augmentation programs sufficient to reduce the MRNRD's
depletions to streamflow to meet the District's proportional share of the
requirements of the RRSA. To ensure each District within the Republican River
Basin will be treated equally, the use of water by each District shall be within the
allocation granted to it as determined by the 1998-2002 baseline pumping
volumes. Similarly, in order to assure each District assumes its fair portion of the
obligations imposed by the RRSA, each District shall be assigned its
proportionate share of stream flow depletion as calculated by the 1998-2002
baseline depletion percentages. The failure of any District to adopt, implement or
enforce an IMP adequate to meet their proportionate share of the responsibility to
achieve and maintain Nebraska's compliance with the Compact shall not itself
require any additional action by the other Districts.

The following goals and objectives are adopted by the MRNRD and the NDNR to
achieve the purpose stated above: : v

A. Goals:

1. In cooperation with the other basin Natural Resources Districts and the
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, assist the State of
Nebraska in maintaining compliance with the Republican River
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Middle Republican NRD revised

January 1, 2005 draft for MRNRD use only 10/3/2007 3:12:51 PM 2/2007

Compact as adopted in 1943 and as implemented in accordance with
the settlement approved by the United States Supreme Court on May

19, 2003.

Ensure that ground water and surface water users within the MRNRD
assume their share of the responsibility to keep Nebraska in
compliance with the Republican River Compact.

Provide that MRNRD'’s share of that responsibility be distributed in an
equitable manner and by minimizing, to the extent possible, adverse
economic, social and environmental consequences.

Reserve, protect or otherwise account for any streamflow originating
from regulation or augmentation projects, enacted or implemented to
maintain compact compliance, from any use that would negate the
benefit of such regulation or programs.

B. Objectives:

1.

With limited exceptions, prevent the initiation of new or expanded uses
of water that increase Nebraska's computed beneficial consumptive
use of water within the MRNRD.

Ensure that administration of surface water appropriations in the Basin
is in accordance with the Compact and in full compliance with

Nebraska law.

In combination with augmentation programs, achieve a 20% reduction

98-02 pumping volume by 20%, within the MRNRD, from the 1998-
2002 baselines.

Under average precipitation conditions, maintain the MRNRD 98-02
depletion percentage at or within 30% of the allowable ground water
depletion.

After taking into account any reduction in beneficial consumptive use
achieved through district or basin wide augmentation projects and
other projects developed at the basin or district level with the
expressed purpose or result of reducing consumptive use, make such
additional reductions in ground water use in water short years as are
necessary to achieve a reduction in beneficial consumptive use in the
MRNRD in an amount proportionate to the total reduction in
consumptive use that is needed in Nebraska above Guide Rock in

such years.
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6. Cause the required reductions in water use to be achieved through a
combination of regulatory, augmentation and other programs designed
to reduce beneficial consumptive use, relying to the extent available
funds allow, on incentive programs that are made available to as many
MRNRD water users as possible.

7 The MRNRD and the NDNR will investigate or explore methods to
manage the impact of vegetative growth on streamflow.

8. Develop a procedure to provide offsets for new consumptive uses of
water so that economic development in the MRNRD may continue
without producing an overall increase in ground water depletions as a
result of new uses.

V. MAP - see map 1.
The area subject to this integrated management plan is the geographic area
within the boundaries of the Middle Republican Natural Resources District.

VI. FORECAST

Each year, in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-715(5), the NDNR, in

consultation with the Republican River NRDs, shall forecast on an annual basis
the maximum amount of water that may be available from streamflow for
beneficial use in the short term and long term in order to determine if the
groundwater controls and surface water controls are sufficient to ensure that the
state of Nebraska will remain in compliance with the Republican River Compact.

V. GROUND WATER CONTROLS — Middle Republican NRD

In accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-715, 2006, one or more of the ground
water controls authorized by a Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-739 shall be adopted for the
purpose of implementing this plan. Other authorities provided for in the Ground
Water Management and Protection Act may be used to supplement these
controls. These controls, along with any applicable augmentation programs,
shall be consistent with the goals and objectives of this plan, be sufficient to
ensure that the state will remain in compliance with the Republican River
Compact and protect the ground water users whose water wells are dependent
on recharge from the river or stream and the surface water appropriators on such
river or stream from streamflow depletion caused by surface and ground water
uses begun after the date the river basin was designated as fully appropriated, in
accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-720 and 46-713, on July 16, 2004. The
Rules and Requlations — Ground Water Management Area_ in_the Middle
Republican Natural Resources District _contain the controls required by the
settlement and other controls needed for the effective administration of a ground
water management sub area for integrated management. The actions proposed

_6-
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by the settlement were rules and regulations for transfer, meters and certification
of acres. In addition, a well drilling moratorium and a ban on the increase of
irrigated acres ‘were also implemented.  The compliance standard and
management activities listed below will be or have been implemented to achieve
and maintain compact compliance. Amendments dealing with the requirements
of Neb. Rev. Stat. §46-715 (3) (c), Forecasting and Reporting requirements as
required by the RRCA shall have the concurrence of NDNR. The MRNRD may
otherwise amend these regulations without the approval of the NDNR so long as

the compliance standards listed below are met.

If these compliance standards are not met, the MRNRD shall consult with the
NDNR to develop revisions to the rules and regulations that will achieve the
compliance standard. The revisions shall be such that the compliance standard
will be achieved within two years from the determination that the compliance
standard was exceeded if the State of Nebraska is within its yearly allocation or
- within one year of the determination that the compliance standard has been
exceeded and the State of Nebraska is not within its yearly allocation.

VIil. Compliance Standards.

1. PURPOSE. These Compliance Standards are established by NDNR and
MRNRD to assess whether the course of action taken by the MRNRD with the
intention of providing a proportionate share of assistance to the State in order for
the State to maintain compliance with the RRSA and the Compact. The action
taken by the MRNRD shall be evaluated in connection with the action taken by
the other Districts in the Republican River Basin and any other relevant
considerations, including the information and data provided by NDNR and past

action by the District.

2. DURATION. These Compliance Standards shall be used by the MRNRD
commencing January 1, 2008 through January 1, 2013. During this period, the
NDNR and MRNRD shall examine the sufficiency and effectiveness of the
Compliance Standards to determine if amendments or revisions are necessary to
ensure the State's compliance with the RRSA and the Compact. Nothing
contained herein shall prohibit or preclude any amendment or revision, at
anytime, by the NDNR and MRNRD, when such action is necessary. Further,
nothing contained in this subsection shall be construed as eliminating the review
of the provisions of this IMP as allowed by NEB.REV.STAT. §46-715.

3. STANDARDS. The MRNRD shall adopt and implement rules and regulations
which shall: : :

a. Reduction in baseline pumping — The MRNRD will adopt rules
and regulations that will reduce pumping to the extent
necessary to achieve a 20% reduction from the 98-02 pumping

-7 -
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volume of 309,479 acre feet when coupled with streamflow
augmentation projects.

The District’s net depletions shall be no greater than 30% of the
State of Nebraska's allowable ground water depletions as
accounted by the RRCA Ground Water Model.

Water short year pumping reductions - The MRNRD will adopt
rules and regulations to permit it to further reduce pumping in
water short years when necessary to meet its proportionate
share of Nebraska's water short year compliance under the
Compact. To the extent possible, basin-wide augmentation
programs will be used to reduce consumptive use in water short

. years. -In the event that such programs are not adequate, each

District shall be responsible for reducing its depletions above
Guide Rock to its share of Nebraska's allowable ground water
depletions in proportion to the 1998-2002 baselines.

Maintain a moratorium on new uses with the exceptions noted in
the settlement.

Limit or prevent the expansion of irrigation uses.

Maintain requirement for metering of all uses according to
MRNRD standards.

Provide for transfers according to district standards.

2. Management Activities.

a.

b.

d.

The MRNRD and the DNR shall share information and data as
needed.

The MRNRD shall provide DNR with copies of district actions
taken on variances and consult with DNR to minimize or
eliminate any impact, relating to compact compliance, that may
arise as a result of a variance granted by the district.

DNR will consult with the MRNRD when considering
applications for permits under the Municipal and Rural Domestic
ground Water Transfers Permit Act, the Industrial Ground Water
Regulatory Act or other such permitting actions by the NDNR
that will have an impact on water supplies of the Republican
Basin.

The MRNRD will work with DNR to achieve the maximum
amount of benefit in the accounting of leased or purchased

DNR 000892
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water under the éuthority of River Flow Enhancement projects
or in similar projects.

If it is determined by the NDNR, after consultation with the
MRNRD, that all of the Districts are in compliance with their
IMPs, that each of the IMPs is adequate to achieve that
District's proportionate share of the reductions required by the
NDNR, but that Nebraska is nonetheless out of compliance with
the Compact, any additional required reductions will be
established in proportion to each District's 1998-2002 baselines
and 98-02 baseline depletion percentages. '

The MRNRD and the NDNR recognize that the required
reductions in water consumption could be accomplished by
means other than those adopted in this IMP. The IMP and
associated controls may need to be amended in the future to

implement any such revisions.

At various times in the future, additional information may
become available to the MRNRD and the NDNR. As a result of
this information, it may be determined that either less or more
reduction in ground water pumping in combination with
additional water short year reductions is required for Nebraska
to meet its obligations under the Compact. In the event it is
determined that a different percent reduction is necessary to
achieve Nebraska's compliance, or that a lesser reduction is
needed to meet MRNRD's proportionate share of Nebraska's
obligation, the NDNR and the MRNRD will amend the IMP and

its necessary controls accordingly.

To accomplish the goals and objectives of this IMP, neither the
MRNRD nor the NDNR will require the IMP to be amended for
the purpose of changing the responsibility of water users within
the MRNRD based on the failure of the other Districts to adopt,
implement or enforce IMPs adequate to meet their proportionate
share of the responsibility to achieve and maintain Nebraska's
compliance with the Compact.

Neither the MRNRD or NDNR will require the integrated
management plan to be amended solely for the purpose of
changing the responsibility of water users within the MRNRD
based on the failure of the other basin NRDs to implement or
enforce an integrated management plan to meet their share of
the responsibility to keep Nebraska in compliance with the
Republican River Compact.
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IX. SURFACE WATER CONTROLS - Department of Natural Resources

The authority for the surface water component of this integrated management
plan is Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-715 and Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-716, 2006. The
surface water controls that will be continued and/or begun by the NDNR are as
follows:

1. NDNR will do the following additional surface water administration as
required by the Settlement Agreement:

e To provide for regulation of natural flow between Harlan County
Lake and Superior-Courtland Diversion Dam, Nebraska will
recognize a priority date of February 26, 1948 for Kansas
Bostwick Irrigation District, the same priority date as the priority
date held by the Nebraska Bostwick lrrigation District’s
Courtland Canal water right.

o When water is needed for diversion at Guide Rock and the
projected or actual irrigation supply is less than 130,000 acre
feet of storage available for use from Harlan County Lake as
determined by the Bureau of Reclamation using the
methodology described in Harlan County Lake Operation
Consensus Plan attached as Appendix K to the Settlement
Agreement, Nebraska will close junior, and require compliance
with senior, natural flow diversions of surface water between
Harlan County Lake and Guide Rock.

o Nebraska will protect storage water released from Harlan
County Lake for delivery at Guide Rock from surface water
diversions.

s Nebraska, in concert with Kansas and in collaboration with the
United States, and in the manner described in Appendix L to the
Settlement Agreement, will take actions to minimize the bypass

. flows at Superior-Courtland Diversion Dam.

2. Metering of all surface water diversions at the point of diversion from
the stream will continue to be required. For surface water canals that
are not part of a Bureau of Reclamation project, farm turnouts also
will be required to be metered by the start of the 2005 irrigation
season. All meters shall have a totalizer and shall meet NDNR
standards for installation, accuracy and maintenance. All
appropriators will be monitored closely to ensure that neither the rate
of diversion nor the annual amount diverted exceeds that allowed by
the applicable permit or by statute.

3. The NDNR’s moratorium on the issuance of new surface water

permits was made formal by order of the Director dated July 15, 2004
and will be continued. Exceptions may be granted to the extent

-10 -
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permitted by Section 46-714 (3) or to allow issuance of permits for
existing reservoirs that currently do not now have such permits.
Such reservoirs may be identified through the Settlement required
inventory of over 15 acre-feet reservoirs or otherwise.

4. All proposed transfers of surface water rights shall be subject to the
revised criteria for such transfers as found in Sections 46-290 to
46-294.04 or the criteria found in Sections 46-2,120 to 46-2,130.

5. The NDNR completed the adjudication process for the individual
appropriators in the Republican River Basin in 2004. The results of
that adjudication provide up-to-date records of the number and
location of acres irrigated with surface water by such appropriators.
Those records will be used by the NDNR to monitor use of surface
‘water and to make sure that unauthorized irrigation is not occurring.
The NDNR also will be proactive in initiating subsequent
adjudications whenever information available to the NDNR indicates
that there are water rights that are not being used and for which no
known sufficient cause for such non-use exists.

6. At this time, due to the already limited availability of surface water
supplies, the NDNR will not require that surface water appropriators
apply or utilize additional conservation measures or that they be
subject to other new restrictions on surface water use. However, the
NDNR reserves the right to request, in the future, that this integrated
management plan be modified to require any such additional
measures. In the event such a request is made, the NDNR will “allow
the affected surface water appropriators and surface water project
Sponsors a reasonable amount of time, not to exceed one hundred
eighty days, unless extended by the NDNR, to identify the
conservation measures to be applied or utilized, to develop a
schedule for such application and utilization, and to comment on any

other proposed restrictions.” Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-716(2)

X. AUGMENTATION AND INCENTIVE PROGRAMS

The MRNRD and NDNR, alone or in cooperation with other parties, intend to
establish and implement financial or other incentive programs to reduce
beneficial consumptive use of water within the MRNRD. As a condition for
participation in an incentive program, water users or landowners may be required
to enter into and perform such agreements or covenants concerning the use of
land or water as are necessary to produce the benefits for which the incentive

program is established.

Such incentive programs may include any program authorized by state law
and/or Federal programs such as the Conservation Reserve Enhancement

-11 -
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Program (CREP) and Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
operated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Projects that have a net effect of reducing consumptive use or increasing
streamflow can originate from many sources. The MRNRD will initiate these
types of projects when possible and participate in projects sponsored by other
groups within our capabilities.

The MRNRD, through the Republican River Basin Coalition, intends to establish
and implement river flow enhancement projects using the authorities available to
the MRNRD by the enactment of LB 701 in 2007.

Any water savings generated through conservation programs, including acreage
retirement or other conservation incentive programs undertaken through
programs available throughout the Republican River Basin with the use of funds
distributed by the State of Nebraska or the United States Government will be
accounted as credits to the entire Republican River Basin and not to any District,
regardless of the location or other conditions of the acreage included in the
program or of the location of the effect of such water savings on the river system.
Any water savings resulting from any such basin-wide programs shall be
considered in the calculation of each District's depletions allocated to each of the
Districts based upon the 98-02 depletion percentages. However, should any
District establish, fund, and implement its own such conservation program,
available only for acreage within such District, the accounting of credit for the
resulting water savings shall be given exclusively to that District. Also, with
agreement of the districts involved, the benefits from a stream flow augmentation
project, may be allocated to each District based upon their share of the cost of
the program.

X1. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

The MRNRD and the NDNR will make all documents, reports, records, computer
runs or other calculations or material necessary to determine compliance with the
Compact available to each other, regardless of whether such documents are
available under the Nebraska Public Records Act or otherwise, unless such
materials are identified as confidential under Nebraska statutes or by a ruling of a
court of competent jurisdiction. Specifically, and without limitation, the MRNRD
agrees to continue to provide GIS coverage maps of all lands irrigated and to
meter, record and provide to the NDNR its ground water usage records in a
manner consistent with the requirements of the Republican River Compact
Accounting Procedures; the NDNR agrees to provide to the MRNRD all reports
and records of the other Districts necessary to determine their compliance with
reductions, in accordance with procedures described above, as well as all
documentation and reports utilized by the NDNR to determine the Basin's virgin
water supplies and Nebraska's compliance with the Compact. in the event any
materials are withheld by either NDNR or MRNRD under a claim of statutory
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confidentiality, the party withholding such materials shall describe the contents of
the materials and reasons for the denial in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-

712.04 (Reissue 1999).
Xll. PLAN TO GATHER AND EVALUATE DATA

Compact accounting and data exchanges among the states shall be done
annually in accordance with the Final Settlement Stipulation, dated December
15, 2002 including the Republican River Compact Administration (RRCA)
Accounting Procedures and Reporting Requirements which are contained in
Appendix C thereof. An annual report of the RRCA is published each year.
Ongoing programs and new studies or other projects may become a source of
information that can be used to evaluate the effectiveness of controls adopted by
the by the MRNRD and the NDNR. This accounting and the forecast in
accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-715(5) will increase understanding and test
the validity of the conclusions and information upon which this plan is based.

Xlil. INFORMATION CONSIDERED

Information used in the preparation and to be used in the implementation of this

integrated management plan can be found in the simulation runs of the-

Republican River Compact Administration Ground Water Model, the data tables
of the Final Settliement Stipulation for the Republican River Compact, Chapters 2
and 3 of the 1994 Middle Republican NRD Ground Water Management Plan and
additional data on file with the District and the NDNR of Natural Resources.

-13 -
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‘Cost-Share Summary October 8, 2007
NSWCP FY-2006-07

Funds Remaining $8,717.61
Open Applications A 8 for $25,181.72

NSWCP FY-2007-08

% # of Funds Funds Funds Percent
CO District Apps Available Used Remaining  Used
NC19 10% 0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  #DIv/0!
Frontier ' 25% 10 $25,391.51 $30,671.23  -$5,279.72 120.79%
Hayes 19% 3 $19,297.55 $9,853.67  $9,443.88 51.06%
Hitchcock 19% 9 $19,297.55 $24,906.46 -$5,608.91 129.07%
Lincoln : 18% 4 $18,281.89 $11,628.00 $6,653.89 63.60%
Red Willow 19% 3 $19,297.55 §$7,155.53 $12,142.02 37.08%
Funds Available $101,566.03 Completed 8 for . $18,195.97
Funds Obligated $84,214.89 Open 21 for $66,018.92
Funds Remaining $17,351.14 Cancelled 2

Local Conservation Program

Available Used Remaining Used
Frontier 20% 4 $21,480.00 $1,304.91 $20,175.09 6.08%
Hayes' 20% 2 $21,480.00 $695.60 $20,784.40 3.24%
Hitchcock - 20% 1 $21,480.00 $900.00 $20,580.00 4.19%
Lincoln 20% 0 $21,480.00 $0.00 $21,480.00 0.00%
Red Willow 20% 5 $21,480.00 $1,651.91 $19,828.09 7.69%
Funds Available $107,400.00 Completed 8 for $2,752.42
Funds Obligated $4,552.42 Open 6 for $2,400.00
Funds Remaining $102,847.58 Cancelled 0
# of Apps
Carryover 2 $600.00
Trees 0 $0.00
Well Sealing 13 $4,374.64
New Applications
Program

Name County Practice Costshare LCP NSWCP
Fornoff HA Seal well $300.00 YES 0
Broz FR Seal well ‘ $600.00 YES 0
Folchert FR Seal well $300.00 YES 0
Reiners HI Seal well $900.00 YES 0
Sellers FR PGS well $2,397.50 0 YES
Fulk LI IWM nozzles $2,210.00 0 YES
Fulk LI IWM nozzles $2,210.00 0 YES

0 ‘ 0 -0 $0.00 0 0

0 0 0 $0.00 0 0

0 0 0 $0.00 0 0

0 0 0 $0.00 0 0

DNR 000911
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Pickup Bids

 Wagner Chevrolet * 2007 % ton , 4WD, Ext. Cab
16/19

Wagner Ford - 2007 % ton, 4WD, Ext. Cab
14/18 -

Wagner Toyota 2007 Tundra Doublecab
15/18 | ‘

Wagner Toyota 2008 Tacoma Doublecab
16/20

$14,375
$14,300
$17,000

$17,000

DNR 000914



NUMBERS BASED ON THE MRNRD DATABASE

County  Certified Acres Taxed Acres CREP Acres Quick Response Plate Upland Retired
Frontier 73,699.3 64,567.1 2,800.2 24,446.7 838.2 48,414 .4 405.5
Hayes 68,023.8 63,610.4 1,782.9 . 16,038.9 0.0 51,984.9 64.4
Hitchcock 38,639.4 35,556.8 4,516.8 23,868.3 0.0 14,7711 282.1
Lincoln 76,431.9 69,333.6 1,393.5 - 7,667.1 2,5495° 66,215.3 0.0
Red Willow 55,309.3 52,804.9 2,363.2 35,815.0 0.0 19,494.3 317.7
Totals 312,103.7 285,872.8 12,856.6 107,836.0  3,387.7- 200,880.0 1,069.7

- My Documents/Dan's WS

COUNTY ACRES NRDACRES

FRONTIER ' 69485.88 72451.20
HAYES 65433.10 66722.91
HITCHCOCK ' 37555.13 36588.51
LINCOLN 74584 .43 76123.60
RED WILLOW 60798.31 62731.83
TOTAL 307856.85 ) 314618.05

‘ ~ 288.40
314 329,65

DNR 000915



and regulations, acceptable to NDNR, to meet the Compliance Standards. The necessary
‘revisions to the rules and regulations shall place the District in a position where it meets the
Compliance Standards within one (1) year from the date of determination the State is not in
compliance with the RRSA, or within two (2) years from the date of determination the District
has failed to meet the Compliance Standards; but the State is in compliance with the RRSA.

VIII. COMPLIANCE STANDARDS

. P or, to anuary 1, 2013 the
eSS ‘of the Comphance

nderstood that if prempltatlon is lower than average for any g1ven year, the
: gro d,Water pumping volume for that year may be above 425,000 acre feet
prov1ded that Standard B is met. If incentive or augmentation programs are
iI f”‘plemented so that on average stream flow is increased, the ground water
., pumping volume may be increased above the 425,000 acre feet by an

" amount that would cause streamflow depletions equivalent to the increased
streamflow resulting from the incentive and augmentation programs as
determined by the RRCAGWM.

B. Provide the URNRD’s net depletions shall be no greater than 44% of the
allowable ground water depletions as determined by the accounting by the

RRCAGWM.

The procedures for determining whether the compliance standards are met Wlll be based on the
RRSA and the baseline ground water pumping volumes.

Page | 7
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