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NEBRASKA

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY WatRr onunIs5Ion

Surface Water

Water Dedicated to the Public

Appropriation System 1895

Priority

Preference

Property Right
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History of Groundwater

Management and

JProtectionAct

-1975 LB 577 Allowed Control Areas

-1992 LB 375 AlIowodGWMgI Areas

After Approval of OW MgI Plan

-1986 LB 894 SpecIal Protection Area LegislatIon

-9991 LB 51 Reqalred NROs to Address OW
QualIty In Mat Plane

-1996 LB lot Allowed or can Raqulro Management of

SW-OW Relatlonships Consolidated

Mgt Authorities

Act Gives NRDs

and Others

Powers Related to

Oroondwater Quwmtlly

Groundwater OuIty

Integrated Management of Hydrologically Connocted

Groundwaler and Surface Water

-Conflicts Between OWund SW Use

Disputes Over Interstate Compacts and Decrees

Currlng Out Stale Contracto or Agreementn

Districts Required to

Prepare Groundwater

Management Plan that

Information About OW Supply

Discunnion of Quantity and/or Quality Problemn

Expertenced/Expocted

Management Objectives with Proposed OW
Reservoir Life Goal

OW Quality Goalu and Solutions

Proposed Controlu
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Surface Water GroundwaterPhfp
The Water Cycle

Evaporation iranspiration

Land Use Conservation

Perennial vs Intermittent Streams

Gaining vs Losing Stream
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Striaee Vitcr rdv-ier iLtyicI eltcnsIiip

Stream Alluvial Aquifer Relationships

Alluvial Aquifers Groundwater as Storage

Non-alluvial Aquifers

Lag and Timing of Impacts

Recharge and Impact of Wet Years

Subirrigation Lakes Wetlands
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Wells Completed in 1940 or Earlier
R..laed the Re9leterd WOU D.te

Wells Completed in 1980 or Earlier

Ac R.d.d In the Reged Well OcIch..
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oicment sues
Gener

Interstate Compliance Decree Compacts Agreements

Whats Happening Information and Modeling

Groundwater Use Impacts on Surface Water

Surface Water Use Impacts on Groundwater

Accounting for Lag 28% over 40 Years

Equity

Efficiency

The Environment
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The Legislature finds that there are significant issues relating to

the taws of Nebraska governing the management and use of

Nebraska surface water and ground waler

The Water Policy Task Force shall discuss the issues described in

section of this act and suchretated issues as it deems

appropriate shall identify options for resolution of such issues
shall make recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor

relating to any waler policy changes the task force deems

desirable

The task force shall complete its work within eighteen months

WterPoUcy Task Force

Potential Changes to LB 108 to Address

Conjunctive Use Management Issues

Temporary Water Transfers

Permanent Water Transfers

Water Leasing and Bank

Inequities Between SW Users and Groundwater

Users
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Exst3ng Groundwater

Transfer Law

Groundwater can be transferred off the overlying

land for in-state domestic municipal industrial or

agricultural purposes and for essentially any

beneficial interstate purpose Howevertransfers

must not adversely affectany other water user tf.r

Affected parties may file objections

For some transfers impacts on oter 3d parties

are considered as is the consistency of thetransfer

with the public interest

Law
Although surface water rights attach to the land

transfers are allowed subject to public interest

impacts on other water users and other

requirements

Surface waterrights cannot be transferred to

uses in otherpreference categories However-a

higher preference category use may take water

from senior lower preference user with

compensation

Interbasin transfers are allowed but are subject

to more imitations than other appropriations

Also benefits to the state must be equal to or

greater than the benefits of denial of the transfer

iffater Transfer Topks ssues

Should groundwater transfers be allowed for

additional types of use

Should transfers of surface water into other

preference categories beallowed

Is water banking needed orcan transfers occur

without it

-How to protect environmental and.3rd party

interests at reasonable transaction costs

How to treat temporary versus permanent transfers

Limiting transfers to consumptive use
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Drift Proactve hiteqrated

iIVaer

NDNR makes annual determination of whether

basins/subbasins are overappropriated or soon to

be overappropriated

If overappropriated or soon tobe stay issued on

issuing welIpermits until DNR and NRDs determine

whether to declare temporary moratorium

Within years with possibilityof extensions .DNR

and NRD5jointly develop an integrated surface

water groundwater management area plan IMP

JP wH
Describe goals objectivesthat sustain balance

between water users andconsider existing use

Include controls

Comply with interstate agreements

To Extent Possb1e iMP wiU

Protect property rights of SW users

ProtectPropertyRights of GW users

Minimize adverse impacts onexisting.users

Interrelated Water River Board resolved any disputes

between NRD andDNR

ChUenges for

necirated anaeei
Inequities

Lag Effects

What is Overappropriated

-Environmental Demands

Information Development

Administration

Funding

Coordination Between Basins

t_ fl LO
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