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Tasks for the Decision Support System Implementation.
- 1. Get streamflow data online.
_ 2. Get hydrographic database established. ;

- Streamflow records. '
- Well record database.
- Surface Water Right Database.
- Stream database.

3. Get Predictive Model.

4. Get Tracking Program online.

5. Expand to other basins.

6. Evaluate Gage locations.

7. Complete USBR proposal.

8. Evaluate other DSS’s

10.
11.

12.
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MEMORANDUM

from the Division of Water Resources

On March 17, 2004, Representative Young and Senator Reeves of the Joint Budget
Committee introduced House Bill 04-1402, calling for the repeal of the Water
Administration Fee Program.

On April 7, Governor Owens signed HB 1402, thus repealing the Water Administration Fee
Program, effective immediately. The legislation abolishes the program and requires the State
Engineer to cease collection of Water Administration Fees and to refund those fees already

collected no later than June 30, 2004.

This proposal was developed with two primary considerations:
1. The legislative economic forecast indicates that the amount of revenue received from
the water administration fees would be equal to the amount refunded by TABOR in
fiscal year 2004-2005.
2. 'The general concept that water resources arc a life-sustaining necessity and of
comprehensive value to all of Colorado’s citizens is a benchmark that pre-dates
statehood — thereby, it is appropriate to fund water administration through general

funds.

We thank the water users and the general public for the input and patience they have
provided during this time.

Chronology of House Bill 04-1402

March 19 — The House Ag Committee voted unanimously to repeal the program.
March 22 — The House Appropriations Committee voted unanimously to repeal.
March 25 — The House of Representatives voted unanimously to repeal.

March 26 — Senate Appropriations Committee voted unanimously to repeal.
March 30 — The Senate voted unanimously to repeal.

April 7 — Governor Owens signed HB 1402, repealing the program.

June 7 — last mailing of retuns and refunds.
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