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DRAFT : DRAFT DRAFT
June 29, 2004
—~————Republican River BasinJmigators——

Dear mepub}ican River Basin i gator;/:

The 2004 Jrrigation season is well underway. Unfortunately, in spite of some recent rain, it
looks like this will be another dry ycar in the Republican River Basin.
LompeeT

] am writing 1o help with your understanding of the Republican River,and 10 explain how your
water use this year affects the amount. of water thar wil) be available for nse by you and other

Nebraska waler users in 2003,and 200, +2002. |

The Republican River Compact was signed in 1943 by the states of Nebraska, Kansas and
Colorado. It was approved by the legi s]at\JI'%of all three stales as well as the U.S. Congress.
S

The compact splitythe annual water supply between the three states: 49% to Nebraska, 40% to

“: Kansas and 11% to Colorado.
& As you know Kansas sued Nebraska in 1998 in the TJ.S .g%.‘wreme Court alleging )aﬁ)ver use of . @)
< ground wateg, Nebraska argued that ground water was #opart of the &ompact; unfortunately the (ot T «//omf‘]"
"3 W did not agree with us. We appealed his decision 1o the Supreme Court but were
E unsuccessful.

N : fho use o 7£
- Based on this 3)}%’541'0 Kansas attempted to redo t.h%_%g - use numbers by countin g,,/ground
water for prior,daling back to 1959 in order to show,Nebraska was chronically violating the
compact by using more than our share. On this issned theSpecial ﬁi}aswr miled in our favor.
Kansas was not allowed 1o revise the @Jmpact numbers.
(4/7 negs Vgl
There two rrarhags sct the stage for setilement of the remaining issues, which were technical +e—
nature. The states were successful in negotiating an agrecment on these issues and developed
more refined accounting methods as well as a joint groundwater modcl (o be U;Led to determine
ST depletions from groundwater pumping, = acy~ ta= S o ,
&ngge ‘T?a 'P/hﬁl. Se 79; mer L .p/ZPzSU Iﬁ;w/ af%moﬁcd * 9 ”‘.f-’-ﬂ Lo 7973
The accounting procedures now allow us 10 average our watcr usc over a five year peri oc}"in !
drought years we can choose either 2 two or three year averaging period. Avcraging provides a
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way for use to use water in one year that we may have saved from a previous year as long as, on

average, we stay within our allocation 84‘%'{g_of/tg_e ol supply). 2004 is the sccond year of our
five year running average. Therefore, any, wafer this year will count against-ug and mnean

less we can use jn 2005, 2006 and 2007. ar pact of our
S— year fenning ane rese

I encourage you te be conservative this irrigation scason. Use only what you need. Any water
you save this year will help you, your Natural Resources District and the State of Nebraska

comply with the Compact in the future.

Thank you for your cooperation, 7O/<a-1< o~ ’7(*</)£ ’7 ow MK dor
"”‘J M%(c I g4 derime aod 7750~ A
/

Sincerely, " 7@‘, P SO
qu i‘!) ﬂz Oéoa u 'VL
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Roger K. Patterson /7ccw% pum yE r4 B N_ZOO‘B,
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