FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT
March 8, 2006, 1:00 p.m. CT Aaron Sanderford, 402-471-1967

Ashley Cradduck, 402-471-1970

Gov. Heineman Plans Meetings to Discuss
Future of Republican River Basin

(Lincoln, Neb.) Gov. Dave Heineman has instructed the Nebraska Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) to organize a series of discussions with Natural Resource Districts (NRDs)
about long-term solutions to Nebraska’s water challenges. The goal of the meetings will be to
work with local water users in the Republican River Basin on the development of
comprehensive and long-term plans to manage regional water supplies.

Gov. Heineman said, “Our first priority is to plan for future management of the resources in
this part of our state, and while we’re working to develop short-term solutions, it’s important
that we come together with all those with a stake in future of this region to begin to address -
long-term planning for sustainable water management.”

In partnership with DNR officials and the Attorney General’s Office, the Governor has been
working to develop an arrangement that would provide a one-time payment to irrigation

districts for the lease of their water supply during the 2006 irrigation season. The state would
direct water supplies from the Nebraska Bostwick Trrigation District, the Riverside Irrigation
Company and the Frenchman Valley Irrigation District to Kansas in an effort to help comply

with the Republican River Compact settlement.

“No place are our water quantity challenges more immediate than in the Republican River
Basin,” Gov. Heineman said. “The settlement did not change our obligations under the original
compact agreement. Nebraska made a commitment and so it is critical that we work together to
fulfill our compact obligations. This is a statewide issue of tremendous importance.”

Expressing a desire to do their part in helping the state comply with the terms of the settlement,
leaders of the Riverside Irrigation District have already agreed to sign such an agreement,
pending the availability of state funds. The Nebraska Bostwick Irrigation District is expected to
announce a decision on whether to commit to the proposal by Wednesday, March 15.

- The Governor included funds in his mid-biennium budget recommendations for a potential
agreement with area irrigators for the short-term leasing of surface water to help the state

comply with the settlement.

(continued)
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The funding was proposed as a one-time commitment that would give area NRDs time to study

the impact of regional water management plans already in effect. Republican Basin NRDs

implemented the plans as required by the Water Policy Reform legislation, LB 962, passed in

2004. Last year, these conservation plans led area irrigators to use substantially less water than

was originally allocated.

DNR Director Anne Bleed said, “I applaud the willingness of area NRDs and water users to be
part of the solution on this issue. I'm hopeful we’re headed toward a resolution that will have a

meaningful and positive impact on water flows this year.”

In addition to progress made by NRDs, the state and federal government have also
provided funding to assist in the implementation of conservation programs, such as the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP). Irrigators enrolled in these programs voluntarily agree to stop
irrigating crops for 10 to 15 years.

Nebraska chose to devote a portion of its EQIP funding for a water conservation initiative
in the Republican River Basin. In addition, the Platte/Republican CREP is the first in the
nation to be used to address issues of water quantity instead of quality.

“Six years of sometimes severe drought has put strain on our producers, particularly those
in the Republican River Basin,” Gov. Heineman said. “While the current settlement
recognizes the toll the drought has had by adjusting the amount of water allocated to
Kansas in dry years, we have yet to fulfill our obligations under the agreement. We look
forward to a successful resolution of this immediate hurdle so we can continue making
progress on challenges related to long-term and sustainable water management in this part
of our state.”
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SOSTWICK IRRIGATION DISTRICT wieswvsia

P.0. Box 446 » Red Cloud, Nobraska 68970-0446 ¢ Ph./Fox (402) '746-3424

ith ka for
Pending the qualified electors approval of the agreement with t'he St:ﬁle bc)ef E:Ereaéy o
the utilization of a portion of the District’s water supply, 3 motlo_nkw | Do mal et
Board of Directors to disperse money received from the State back to

the following rate:

) - , -
" Each acre currently assessed will recetve $71 per acre-inch for tl;eﬂééa;g&g:c es
that each acre is giving to the State. This will equate to a total 0 S0p

* assegsed acre. From this total the 2006 and any previous years unpaid

0
assessments will be deducted and the balance sent to the current Jand owner whi

is responsible for the 2006 assessment.

EXAMPLE:
Acres 10 100
Number of Assessed Acres 1 -5
6.50 $106.50
imb t $106.50 $106.50 . $106.50
?f(oI:;:llm Hemen $106.50 $532.50 $1065.00 $10650.00
- 2006 assessment $28.50
(if applicable) $78.00 |

This reimbursement will not be effected by enrollment in CREP, CRP, EQIP or other

programs.

Received Time Mar. 9. 12:57PM
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HARLAN COUNTY LAKE (HCL)
IRRIGATION SUPPLY DETERMINATION

o During Contract Renewal process in'ZOOO, procedures for determining the
HCL water supply were established.

= Consensus Plan ( COE & BOR) - established the procedures

A an for computing the shutoff elevation and irrigation water
0 - availability from HCL
\QU‘\CL) . = District O0&M Agreement (Bostwick Districts) - established the
6@ ' procedures to apportion the HCL irrigation supply between
the two Districts Aicoan S (W d o an auu 070 JCL(,O\/U\U

e In January, Reclamation provides an ESTIMATED irrigation water
supply based on CONSENSUS PLAN. This establishes an estimated

"
Cow Shutoff Elevation for HCL.
O \O
AN - 2006 irrigation water supply is based on estimated inflow and
X Q/SJJQ R\”\ evaporation.
- {f’ = 2006 Estimate - 15,700 Acre-Feet from HCL
, k})y e In June, Reclamation & COE establish Final Shutoff Elevation usin |
A rfinal oAUioL , g
'/’).} Lo &GQ( actual end of May Content.
VA7
\ ' (17)(3 ‘ = Ifthe actual end of May content is less than estimated end of May content -
| % (1 shutoff elevation is lowered in order to provide the supply estimated in January
{ U \‘]5 - Shutoff elevation cannot fall below elevation 1927.0 ’ :
¥ _
(3
(()‘u{x = If the actual end of May content is greater than the estimated end of May
Yoo - content there is no adjustment to the estimated shutoff

- additional supply is available to the Districts
e HCL Water Apportionment

= Procedures identified in the Districts’ O&M Agreement

s
A N = An equal amount of water would be delivered to all acres in both

gy b)’q yf\) Districts using new contracts. s lyn 11 FouE codld HMUL/VC@,}Q\
\@Q U e
DOpd = NE-10118AF (15inchesiacre) KS-5571AF %W
Qq\'\ \f : \ o N B sl a0 o)
.r\_)\ V O ﬂﬂa / DCLJ\/ f"r}/‘y - \ ; N )\\\ ,'Q\J \ﬂf\u /
\ \‘3}/ Y “/3,.'«.(/ SRS NN Y
Y b P A o Ty
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- RECEIVED
FEB 23 2006

DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURGES

NOTICE TQ CUSTOMERS OF BOSTWICK IRRIGATION
" DISTRICT IN NEBRASKA -

A meating of qualified landowners of ihe Bostwick Irrigation District in Nebraska [Bostwick] has boon

scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 15, 2006 a the Community Center at 142 West 3™ Street

i Red Cloud, Nebraska. At that time a genenal pescaiation roganding a proposed memorandum of
agreemen!, with the Stato of Nebmska to release (o the State a defined "water supply™ normally avallable (o

. Bostwick for the 2006 “irrigarion season” sl for the Stale to pay to Bostwick for the district and its
qualified landowners a payment which would be substantially redistributed by Bostwick ta hs qualified .
landowners for the release. It i estimated that the Stato payment will rosult in a redistribution to Bostwick
Tandowners of approximately $100.00 per qualified acre in Bostwick. u

Representatives of (he Stato of Nebragkn and others who may bé able to assist in full and complels
undérstanding of the terms and condirions and how the agaeement will affect the qualificd landowners will
be preseit at the mooting to describe the proposed agreeinent and answer questions rom qualificd
landowners of Bosiwick, , . '

The governing Board of Directors of Bostwick will make no specific recommendation tegarding
aoeplance or refusa) of the proposed agreement and will make their final deiormination on aceeptanco or
rejection based solely upon the recommendatlon of the qualified landowaors of Bastwick who attend and
"vote at the meeting. The ouly question upon Which a vote will be taken at the meeting will b acceptance
or rgjection of the proposed memorandwn of agreement. -

A formal meeting of the Baard of Directors will be schoduled in the normal courso of action as 60600 afler
the mecting of qualified landowners ag practical, and by the ienng of the proposed agrosment, iriLis
acceptad by Bostwick, the agreement will become official only upon the final appropriation of the
necessary Stare funds to ensure that the State can Mulfill its obligations Whore under. ,

Only qualified londowners deiermined to be qualificd “electors” of Bostwick will be ellgible ta voie in the -
determinution for acceptance or rejoction of the proposed memorandum of agrecment. f a qualificd
landowner wag fisted as an “elector™ of Bostwick fur tie las1 reguiar clection of dircciom that person will
Hikely be & quatified “eloctor” for this moeting, The regular Bostwick procedures for ascertalning and
quallfying of Bostwick “ekestors” will be utllized for Issuanoe of ballots at the mesting. 1t ja recommended
that if any changes in eligibility for voting In regular eloctions of Bostwick have occurred, the Jandowners
in question should seek clarification with the Dosiwick office prior 1o the meciing and (hat ny documents
required to verify voting rights shonld be presented priar 1o the meeting unless otherwisc agreed by
Bostwick officials prior thereto,

Only quadified “electars™ wilf be issued baliors af the meoung and allowed 10 Yoo on the question of
accoptance or rejection’ and only those “electors™ present af the meoting shall be allowad 1a vote. The

results of the elecion from those amending il voting will be the beaia for dotermination of (he final
Bostwick action by the Board of Directors. -

Received Time Feb. 22, 1:12PM
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