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1 REFUBLICAN RIVER COMPACT

2 The States of Colorado, Kansas, and Nebraska, parties signator~
to this compact'(hereinafter referred to as Colorado, Kansas, and

- Nebraska, respectively, or indiviéually as a State, or collectively
as the States), having resolved to conclude a ca@?act with respect
to the waters of fhe republican River Basin, and being duly authorized

therefor by the Aot of the Congress‘of the United States of America,

® =N O W & W

appro#ed August L, 1942, (Public No. 636, 77th Congress, Chapter SLS,
9 2nd Session) and pursuant to Acts of their respective Legislatures
10  have, through their respective Governors, appointed as their Com-

’11-, missioners:

12 A Mo C. Hinderlider, for Colorado
13 - George S. Knapp, for Kansas
N ) tardner G. Scott, for Nebraska

15  who, aftef negotiations participated in by Glem L. Parker, appoint-
16 * ed by the President as the Representative of the United States of
17 America, have agre;d upon the following articles:
18 © ARTICLE I
19 The_majof pufposes of this. compact are to provide for the most
20 efficient u;evof the waters of tﬁe Republican River Basin (herein-
21 after referred to as the "Basin") for multiple purposes; to provide
‘j 22 for an equitable division of such waters; to remove all causes, present
23  and future, which might lead to controversies; to promote interstate

2ly comity; to recognize that the most efficient utilization of the waters

25 within the Basin is for beneficial consumptive use; and to promote
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joint action by the States and the United St-~tes in the efficient use
of water and the control of destructive floods..

The physical and other conditions peculiar to the Basin consti-
tute the basis for this caupact, and none‘of the States hereby, nor
the Congress of the United States by its comsent, concedes that this
campact establishas any general principle or précedent with respect to
any other interstate streanm.

| ARTICLE II

The Basin is all the area in Colorado, Kansas, and Nebraska, N
which is naturally dreined by the Republican River, and its tributa-
ries, to its junction with the Smoky Hill River in Kansas. Thé'main
stem of the Republican River extends from the junction near Haigler,
Nebraska, of its North Fork and the Arikaree River, to itS'juﬁcticn
with Smoky Hill River near Junction City, Kansas. Frenchmen Creek
(River) in Nebreska is a dontinuation of Frenchman Creek (River) in
Colorado. Red Willow Creek in Colorado is not identical with the
stream having the same name in Nebraska. A map of the Basin approved
by the Commissioners is attached and mada a part hereof.

The term "Acre-foot", as herein used, is the quantity of water
required to cover an acre to the depth of ame foot and is equivalent
to forty-three thousand, five hundred sixty (L3,560) cubic feet.

‘The term "Virgin Water Supply", as herein used, is defined to be

the water supply within the Basin undepleted by the activities of man-l

The term "Beneficial Consumptive Use" is herein defined to be

that use by which the water supply of the Basin is consumed through
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the activities of man, and shall include water consumed by evsporation
from any reservoiry, canal, ditch, or irrigated area.
Beneficial consumptive use is the basis and érinciple upon which
the allocations of water hereinafter made are predicated.
ARTICIE III
The specifi¢ allocations in acre-feet hereinafter made to each
State are derived from the computed average annual virgin water supply
originating in the following designated drainage basins, or parts
thereof, in the amounts shownt
North Fork of the Republican River drainage basin in C&lorado,
L}4,700 acre-feet;
Arikaree River drainage basin, 19,610 acre=-feet;
‘Buffalo Creek drainage basin, 7,890 acre-feet;
Rock Creek drainage basin, 11,000 acre-feet;
South Fork of the Republican River drainage basin, 57,200
acre~feet;
Frenchman Creek (River) drainage basin in Nebraska, 98,500 acre=
- feet;
Blackwood Creek drainage basin, 6,800 rcre-feet;
Dri ftwood Creek drainage basin, 7,300 acre-feet;
Red Willow Creek drainage basin in Nebraska, 21,900 acre-feet;
Medi cine Creek. drainage basin, 50,800 acre-feet;
Beaver Creek drainage basin, 16,500 -~cre-feet;
Sappa Creek drainage basin, 21,L00 acre~feet;

Prairie Dog Creek drainage basin, 27,600 acre-feet;
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The North_Fork of the Republican River in Nebraska and the main
stem of the Republican River between the junction of the
North f‘ork and the Arikaree River and the lowest crossing
. of the river at the Nebraska-Kansas state line And the small
tributaries thereof, 87,700 acre-feet.

Shou;d the future computed virgiﬁ water supély of any source vary
more than ten (10) per cent from the virgin water supply as herein-
above set forth, the allocations hereinafter made from such source
shall be increased or decreased in the relative éroportiona that, the
future campﬁted'vfrgin water supply of such source bears to the com-
puted virgin water supply used herein.

ARTICIE IV

There is hereby g{located for beneficial consumptive use in
Colorado, annually, a total of fifty-four thousand, one hundred (54,100)
acre-feet of wafer. This total is to be derived from the sources and
in the amounts hereinafter specified and is subject to such quantities
being physically‘&vailable from those sourcess

Narth Fork of the Republicaﬁ River drainage basin, 10,000 acre-
feet; | .

Arikaree River drainage besin, 15,b00 acre-feet;

South Fork of the Republican River drainage Sasin. 25,400 acre-

feejt; |

Beaver Creék drainage basin, 3,300 acre-feet; and

In addition.lfor beneficial consumptive use in Colorado, annual-

ly, the entire water supply of the Frenchman Creek (River)
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drainage basin in Colorado end of the Red V8 1llow Creek
drainage basin in Colorado.

There is hereby allocated for beneficial consuﬁptive use‘in
Kansas, annuelly, a total of one hundred ninety thousand, three hun-
dred (190,300) acre-feet of water. This total is to be derived from
the sources and in the amounts hereinafter specified and is subject
to such quantities being physically available from those sourcess

Arikaree River drainege hasin, 1,000 acre-feet; |

South Fork of the Republican River drainage basin, 23,000 acre;
feet; . '

D:iftwood Creek drainage basin, 500 acre-feet;

Beaver Creek drainage basin, 6,400 acre-feet;

Sappa Creek drainage basin, B.BCO acre-feet; .

Prairie Dog Creek drain&ge basin,,i2,600 acre-feet;

Fram the main stem of the Republican River upstream from the low-
est orossing of the :iver at the Nebreska-Kansas state line
and from water supplies of upstream basins otherwise un-
alloéated herein, 138,000 acre-feet; provided, that Kansas
shall have the right to divert all or any portion thereof
at or near Guide Rock, Nebraska; and

In eddition there is hereby allocated for beneficial consumptive
use in Kansas, annually, the entire water suoply originating
in the Basin downstream from the lowest crossing of the
river at the Nebraska-KanSas state line. |

There is hereby alloceted for beneficial consumptive use in

..5.-
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1 Nebraska, annually, a total of two hundred thirty-four thousand, five
2 hundred (234,500) acre-feet of water. This total is to be derived

5 from the sources and in the amounts hereiﬁafter specified and is sub-
L, ject to such quentities being physically aveilable from those sourcess
5 North Fork of the Republican River drainage basin in Coloradd.

6 11,000 acre-feet;

7 Frencman Creek (River) drainage basin in Nebr-ska, 52,800 acre-
8 " feet;

9 Rock Creek drainage basin, 4,400 acre-feet;
10 Arikaree River drainage basin, 3,300 acre—feét;
11 Juffalo Creek drainage basin, 2,600 acre-feet;
12 - South Fork of the Republiqan River Arainage basin, BdO acre-feet;

13 ~Driftwood Creek'drainagé basin, 1,20C Acre-fbet;

N Red Willow Creek drainege basin in Nebraska, 1,200 acre-feet;

15 . liedicine Creek drainage basin, 4,600 acre-feet; |

16 Beaver Creek drainage basin, 6,700 acre-feet;

17 Sappa Creek drainage basin, 8,800 acre-feet;

18 Prairie Dog Creek drainage basin, 2,100 acre-feet;

19 . From the North Fork of the Republican River in Nebraskﬁ. the main
20 stem of thé hepublican River between the junct?&n of the

2l Nofth Fork and Arikaree River and the lowest 6rossing of the
e2 * river at the Nebraska-Kansas state line, froﬁ*the small

23 tributaries thereof, and from water suppligs'of upstream

2L basins otherwise unallocated herein, 122,000 acre-~feet.

25 ' The use of the waters hereinabove alloc-ted shall be subject to
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-1  the laws of the State, for use in which the allocetions are made.

n

‘ ARTICLEVV
The judgment and all provisions thereof in the case of Adelbert
A. Veiland, as State Engineer of Colorado, et al, v. The Pioneer Irri-
getion Company, decided June 5, 1922, and reported in 259 U. S. 198,
affecting the Ploneer Irrigation ditch or canal, are hereby recognized

as binding upon the States; and Colorado, through its duly suthorized

o N O MmO oWw

officials, shall have the perpetual and exolusive right to control

and regulate diversions of water at all times by said cenal in con

O

10 formity with said judgment.

11 The water heretofore adjudicated to said Pioneer Canal by the
12 Distriect Court of Colorado, in the amount of fifty (50) cubic feet
13 per second of time is inciuded in and is a part of the total ;amounts
14 of water hereimbefore alloc~ted for beneficial consumptive use in
15 Colorado and Nebraska.

16 . ARTICE VI

The right of any person, entity, or lower State to construct,

or participate in the future construction and use of any storsge
reservoir or diversion works in an upper State for the purpose of
regulating water herein allocated for beneficial consumptive use in
such lower State, shall never be denied by an ﬁpper State; provided,
that such right is subject to ths rights of the upper State.

ARTICLE V’iI

Any person, entity, or lower State shall have the right to acquire

necessary property rights in an upper State by purchase, or through

-7-
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the exercise of the power of eminent domain, for the construction,
operation and maintenance of storage reservoirs, and of ap-urtenant
works, cénals and conduits, required for the enjoyment of the privif
léges granted oy Article Vi; provided, however, that the grantees of _
such rights shall pay to the political subdivisions of the State in
which such works are located, each and every year during which such
rights are enjoyed for such purposes, a sum of money equiialqnt to the

average annual amount of taxes assessed against the lands and improve-

ments during the ten years preceding the use of such lands, in reim-

bursement for the loss of taxes to said political subdivisions 6f
the State.
ARTICLE VIII
Should any facility be §onstructed in an upper State under the
provisions of Article VI, such constfuction and the'Operation of such
facility shall be subject to the laws of such upper State.

Any. repairs to or replacements of such facility shall also be

" made in accordance with the laws of such upper State.

ARTICIE IX
It shall be the duty of the three States to gdminister this com-
pact through the official in each State who is now or may hereafter
be cherged with the duty of administering the publié water supplies,
end to collect and correlate through such officials the data necessary
for the proper administration of the provisions of this compact. Such

officials may, by unanimous action, adopt rules and regulations

consistent with the provisions of this compact.

-R-

DNR 003348



1 The United States Geological Survey, or whotever federal agency

2 may succeed to the funotions and duties of that agency, in so far é.s

3 this compact is concerned, shall collaborate with the officials of

L, the States éharged with the administration of this compact in the

5 execution of the duty of such officials in the collection, correlation,
6 and publication of water facts heceasary for"the proper administration
7 of'this compact.

8 ARTICLE X

9 | Nothing in this compact shall be deemed:

10 - (a) To impair or affect any richts, powers or jurisdiotiom of
11 A the United States, or those acting by or urder its authority,
12 in, over, and to the waters of the Basin; nor to impair or
13 - affect the capacity of the ﬁnitéd States, ar those acting

14 by or under its au‘@:hority; to acquire right_s. in and to the
15 use of waters of the Basin;

16 (b) To subject any property of the United States, its agencies
17 : ar instrumentalities, to taxation by any State, or sub-

18 division thereof, nor to create an cbligation on the part
19 of‘the United States. its agencies or instrumentalities,
20 by reason of the acquisition, construction, or operation
21 of any property or works of whntscever kind, fo make any
22 peyments to a.ny'State or political subdivisian thereof,
23 state agency,' mumnicipality, or entity whatscever in reim=
2L bursexﬁent for the loss of taxes;
25 (¢) To -subjeot any propérty of the United States, its agencies

«O-
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or instrumentalities, to the laws of any State to any extent
other than the extent these laws would apply without regard
to this compect.
| ARTICLE XT
This comp-ct shall become Operafive vhen rrtified by the Legis-

lature of esch of the Strtes, and when consented to by the Congress

of the United States by legisletion providing, among other things,
thats '

9 (a) Any beneficial consumptive uses by the United States, or
10 ‘ those acting by or u-der its authority, within a Staﬁe. of
11 the wafefs alloceted by this compact, shall be made within
12 the allocetions hereinabove made for use in that State and
13 | shall ﬁe taken into account in determining the extent of
1 : use within that State.

15 (b) The United States, or those acting by'o} under its au-

16 thority,.in the exercise of rights or powers arising fram
17 whatever jurisdiction the United States has in, over, and
18 | to the waters of the Basin shall recognize, to the evtent
19 consisteﬁt with the best gtilization of tse water; for
20 ' multiple purposes, that‘boneficial.cbnsuhptive use of the
21 waters within the Besin is of peramount importance to the
22 - | development of the Basin; and no exercise of such power or
23 right thereby that wodid interfere with the full beneficial
2l consumptive use of the waters within the Basin shall be
25 made except upnn a determindtion, giving due consideretion

~10-
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to the objectives of this compact and.after.consultafion
with all interested federﬁl agencies and the state officials
charged with the administration of this compect, that such.
exercise is in the interest of the best utiliz-~tion of such
waters for multiple purposes. |

The United Stetes, or those scting by or under its autharity,
will recognize iny established uée, for domestic and irri-
gation purpases, of theIWAters allocated by this campect
which may be impaired by.the ecercise of federal juris-
diction in, over, and to such waters; provided, that»such
use is being e:cercis;ed beneficially, is valid under the

laws of the aéprOpri‘ate State and in conformity with this
comprct at the time of the impairm?nt thereof, and vé.s |
validly initiated under state law prior to the initiation

or .authorization of the federal program or project which

causes such impairment.

11~
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IN L.ITNESS WHEREOF, the Commissioners have signed this compact
in quedruplicete original, one of which shall be deposited in the
archives of the Department of State of the United States of America
and shall be deemed the authoritative original, and of which a duly
certified copy shall be forwarded to the Governar of each of the |
States.

Done in tie City of Lincoln, in the State of Nebraske, an the

31st day of December, in ths year of our Lord, cne thousand nine

hundred forty-two.

M. C. Hnderlider.
Commissioner for Colorado

George S. Knapp

Commissioner 10r Aansas

Vviardner G. Scott

Commissioner for Nebraska

I have participated in the negotia-
tions leading to this proposed compact
and propose to report to the Congress of

the United States favorably therean.

Glenn L. Parker B
Representative of the United States

-12-
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NAME

George S, Knapp
¥, C. Hinderuder
R, H., Willis

W, B. Steps

J. A, Keimig

C. Zynon

Xat Tolman

Jesse L, Honnold
H. P. Dugan

Adrian H, Tilliams

Douglas D. Lewis:
Walter J. Mare
F, H, Xietsch
Ae A, an.aon

Jan 3, Jones, Jr.
‘H. 3. Robinson
E, V. lindseth
E. S, Kimmel
A, ¥, Redman

H. R. Boyd

AGERCY REPRESENTED

Division of Water Resourcss, Kansas
State Engineer, Coloredo v
Chief, Bureau of Lrrig. Power-& Drainage
Division of Tater Resources, Kansas
Bureau of b@tﬂn .

Regional Counsel, Bureau of Reclamation

Irrigation Supt., Kansas River District,
Bureau of Reclamation

Bureau of Reclamation
Bureau of declamation
Geological Su:ény
Geological Survey

'Corpl of Bagineers
State Zngineer, Nebraska

| Bureau of eclamation

Nebraska Bursau of Irrigation

Oist. Mr, éu.rgau of Resclamation
Bureau of Reclamation

Nebr. Bureau of Irrigation

Bureau of Reclamation

Bureau of Reclamation

ADDRESS
Topeka, Kansas
Denver, Coloradc
Bridgeport, Hebr.
Toppkn, Kansas
Donﬁr, Colo.

Denver, Colo.

iqdnnola, Nebr.
Denver, Colo.
Denver, Colo.
Yashington, D.C.
iincoln, Nebr.
Eansas City, Yo.
Lincoln, Nebr.
Denver, Colo.
Lincoln, Nebr.
Indiancla, Nebr.
bomr, Colo
Bridgnpqrt, Nebxr.
Indianola', Nebr.
Indianola, Nebr.
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Explanatory Statement and

Report on Republican River Compact

There is herewith sutmitted to the General Assembly of the State
of Colorado, with reccmmendation for favorable consideration, a new Republican
River Compact. Ai‘t;er two conferences by the Republican River Compe.ct Ccm-i
missioners and their legal advisers, this Compaot was signed by the Cozmissi;m-
ers for the States of Colorado, Kansas and Nebraska, at Lincoia, Nebraska,
on the 31st day of December, 1942. The major purposes of this Compact are
set forth in Article- I which’reads, in part, as follows:

"The major purposes of this compact are to provide for
the most efficient use of the waters of the Republican River
Basin (hereinafter referred to as the "Basin") for multiple
purposes; to provide for an equitable division of such waters;
to remove all causes, present and future, which might lead
to controversies; to promote interstate comity; to recognize
that the most efficient utilization of the waters within the
Basin is for beneficial consumptive use; and to pramote
joint action by the States and the United States in the ef-
ficient use of water and the control of destructive floods".

o The negotiation of this Compact by the States of Colorado, Kansas

and Nebraska was authorized by an Act of the Congress of the United States,

b

_-8pproved August ).3,,‘ 19,2 (Public No. 696-77thl Congress, Chapter 545-2nd

"_ 5?31011) which authorized these states "to negotiate and enter into a com=

1 not later than June 1, 1945, providing for an equitable divisiam and

DNR 003355



of 4each of the signatory States nemed the same Commissioners who had been
d,,ignated to negotiate a former Compact, and the President appointed as the
"presentative of the United States, Glenn L. Parker, Chief Hydraulic Engi-

neer of the United States Geological Survey.

The C.czmnission held its first meeting in Denver, Colorado an December

2-3, l9b2,,when_, by unanimous action of the Commissien, Mr. Parker was desig;
nated Chairman thereof. Another, and the firal meeting was .held in Lincoln,
Nebrasks, on December 29, 30, 31, 1942, following which this Compact was
signed by the Cammissioners and the Federal representaﬁive endorsed upon the

Campact the followings

"I have participated in the negotiations' leading to
this proposed compact and propose to report to the Congress

of the United States favorably thereon.
: Glenn L. Parker
Representative of the United States”

Thropghout these two conferences the Commissioner for Colorado was
advised on all ma.t';ers by Attorney General Gail L. Ireland and Judge Clifford
'H. Stene, Direotor of thé -Colorado ‘ater Conservation Board, whose services
in this connection were most valuable. ‘Duri.ng the nsgotiations the Com-
missioners for Kansas and Nebraska were advised by r:preser;tatives of the

Attorneys General of those two states. Prior to the attachment of the signa-

tures of the Cammissioners to this Compact, the Governors of each of the

signatory states were i‘uily advised of the conclusions reached 'by the Cam-

missioners, and approved the same.

The Legislatures of Colorado, Kansas and Nebraska, in 1941, rati-
fled a former Compact allocating the waters of the Republican river basin.

That Campact was later approved by the Congress of the United States. The

Aot providing for Congressional approval, however, was vetoed by the President-

The veto message of the President set forth, in substance, that the Compact

-2
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failed to adequately protect the interests of the United Stateg. This situ-
ation arose out of the inclusion in Article I of the<former Campact the
following language:’

| "The Republican River and tributaries thereof within

the basin, as hereinabove defined, are not navigable, and

all uses. of water of a consumptive nature, as hereinafter

defined, wherever such uses mey occur within the basin,

shall constitute paramount uses".

The Federal Power Commission with support, in varying degree, fram
other Federal agencies, strenuously opposed within the Congress, the last
mentioned provisicn;

Numerous amendments to the approving legis.ation were proposed in
Congress. The adoption of these ambndments, however, would have constituted
material modifications of that Compact, and would.havg required a re-reference
of the Compact to the Legislatures of the signatory states. They were final-
ly defeated, and Congress approved the former Campact without modifying
provisions, but, as stated, the approving legislation was vetoed by the
Presidents

In general, it should be stated that representatives of certain
Federal agencies contended that the provisions of Article I of the first
Compact, above quoted, oreated a dangefous precedent, and were contrary to
federal jurisdiction and to the ?ublic interest, unless interpreted, limi#ed
and modified by appropriate amendments Ato be incorporated in the approving
legislation; .
| Following the abortive effort to obtain final approval'of the former
Compact by the Congress, it was believed by the Cammissioners that the uses
of the waters of the Republican river and its tributaries and the inherent
Federal and States' interests could be correlated in such way as to permit

of the most beneficial use of the waters of the Basin.

-3=
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Congressional authorization to meke & new Compact having been ob-
tained, further negotiations followed, as above outlined. -

: :During these negotiations for a new Compact, representatives of the
Depdrtments of Agriculture and Interipr, the Corps of U. S. Enginee'rs and the
National Resources Planning Board, were in attendance and cantributed materi-
ally in the negotiations of the Commissicmers.

This Compact eliminafes ;che objectional provision in ;!:he former
Ccmpagt, hereinabove guoted.

Article XI of this _Caméact, hbwever, is desiéned to protect the
States' interests in these waters by a recoénition that the most efficient
utilization of the wataz'-s within the Basin is for beneficial consumptive use,
and also to promote joint action by the Statés and the Federal Govermment in
effectuating such use and for the control of degtruotive floods.

Tt will be noted that this Compact provides that, unless the Con-
gress of the United States in its approving legislation includes the pro-
visionxsef forth in Article XIV_for the protection of the interests of the
States, then the é.ppro#al would be ineffectual. These protective measures
may be summarized as followss

l. Any beneficial cansumptive uses by the United States, or those

acting by or under its authority, within a State, of the waters allocated by
this Compaot, shall be made within the allocations of water for use within

, Such State,

2. That the United States, or those acting by or under its authori-
ty, in the exercise of rights or powers arising {rom whatever Jurisdioction
the United States has in, over, and to the waters of the Basin, shall reoog-
nize, to the extent consistent with the best utilization of the waters for
multiple purposes, that the beneficial consumptive use of the waters within
the Basin, is of paramount importance to the development of the Basin.

3, That no exercise of Federal jurisdiction over such waters, that
would interfere with the full beneficial consumptive use of the waters within
the Basin, shall be made exoept upon a determination, giving due ocmsideration
to the objectives of this Campact and after oonsultation with all interested
Federal agencies and State officials charged with the administration of this

-
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compact, that such exercise is in the interest of tr: best upilization of such
yaters for multiple purposes.

‘L. That the United States or those acting by or under its euthori-
ty, will recognize any established use, for dcmestic and irrigation purposes,
of the waters allocated by this Compact which may be impaired by the exercise
of Federal jurisdiction in, over, and to such waters; provided. that such use
is being exercised beneficially, is valid under the laws of the appropriate
gtate and in conformity with this Compact at the time of the impairment there-
of, and was validly initiated under state law prior to the initiation or
authorization of the Federal program or project which causes such impairment.

In considering this Compaot it should be noted that bensfiocial con-

sumptive use is the basis and the principle upon which the allocatioms of

water are made and predicated. Beneficial cohsumptive use is defined by the

Ccompact in these words:

IRt Ll s L 2T SRR PYages Pedis 2y

"The term 'Beneficial Consumptive Use'! is herein defined
to be that use by which the water supply of the Basin is
consumed thru the activities of man, and shall include water
consumed by evaporatlon from any reservoir, canal, ditch, or
irrigated area’.

R

» This definition of "Benefiocial Consumptive Use"™ must be considered
in connectioﬁ with Article XI of the Compact. "Beneficial Consumptive Use",
as above defined, includes the use of water for doméstic, irrigation and in-
distrial purposes. The use of water for these.purposes is regulsted and con-
trolled under State laws.

The Federal Govermment claims jurisdiction over the waters of the
Basin for the pfoduction of hydro-elecfrio energy, the maintenance of navi-
gable capacity within and without the Basin, and in the interest of flood
oontfol, all of which in general, are of a non-consumptive charactera

It is believed that the interests of the Federal Government and of
the signatory States in the waters of the Basin, are adequately protected and
correlated by the provisions of Article X and XI,v&nd by other provisions of

this Campact.,

In its deliberations resulting in the first draft of a Compact, the

=5=
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Cammission gave careful coﬁsideration to the report of the Corps of U. S« Engi-
neers dated February 27, 19L0, covering its ‘camprehensive study in 1939-1940

of the needs for flood control, including presently irrigated and arable areas,
watef conservation and related benefits to i:rigation, dames*is requirements,
and power development. The Ccmﬁission canferred from time to time with repre-
Qentatives of the Us S. Bureau of Reclamation which was then engaged in field
investigations and studies of water supply,birriéated‘and arablae areas within
the Basin, the development of which would require the consumptive use of.the
waters of the Republican river and its tributaries. .During its deliberations
the Commission also conferred with repreéentatives of fhe Bureau of Agricultur-
al Econcmics of the U. Se Department of Agriculture which had just completed

a field study and voluminous report on the underground water resources of the
Basin and the availability of the same for future developments therein. While
the ;bsenoe of extensive development of the natural resources of the Basin
tended to simpiify thevproblem of allooating the wﬁters thereof, the Commission
was confronted with other difficult problems involving a multiplicity of
primary and secondary tributary stream systems which are largely disassociated
in their possibilities for use, and which, dﬁe to their erratic character, |
‘will require the construction of extensive regulatéry works throughout the
Basin. A careful evaluation by the Ccmﬁissicn, of the total available water
supplies of the Basin, based upon the preceding eleven years during which
period fairly reliable records of stream flow are available, and'of the

results of the studies by the Corps of U. S. Engineers, U. S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion and Bureau of Agricultural Eoonomics, with respect to irrigated and arable
areas, disclosed that the virgin water supplies of the Basin when regulated by
storage reservoirs are, in general, ample to meet all present and future ré-

quirements for damestic, irrigation and industrial uses within the Basin, with

b
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periodic surpluses which, when regulated, could be made to serve navigation
peeds, if any, outside the Basin.
The Canpact allocates for benefiéial consumptive use in Colorado,
annually, & total of 54,100 acre-feet derived fram the following sources
North Fork of the Republican River 10,000 acre-feet

Arikaree River 15,L00 "
South Fork of the Republican River 25,00 "

Beaver Creek 3,5 0 "
Zr-T

and, in additian, the entlre water supply of the Frenchman and Red Willow
Creek drainage basins in Colorado.

It is speoificall& pointed out that the above allocations of water
are identical with the allocations made by the former Comprct heretofore ap-
proved by the Legislatures of the signatory states; and that such are in no
 mamer or detail changed by this Compaoct. In the interest of clarity, how=-

ever, it was considered desirable, in this Compact, to transpose the order
in which the determined basic water supplies of the Basin, and the specific
allocations to each of the three States, was set out in the fonmer.Campact.
The only material changes in this Campact, were made fo meet the conflicts
between the various uses of water, and between Federal and State interests
in these wﬁters. These latter changes, as hereinaﬁove explained, are all of
a legal nature. |

The foregoing allocations comstitute about 23 percent of the total
water supply of the North Fork of the Republican; 79 percent of that of the
Afikaree; Ll percent of that of the South Fork of the Republican; and 100 .
percent of that of the Beaver, Frenchman and Red Willow Creek drainage basins
'in Colorado. It should be borme in mindAthgt these allocations of water do
not limit the right of Colorado or any of its agencies to divert and apply
much larger quantities of water than the amounts allocated by the Campact.

Particular attention is called to Article I of this Compact which

-7~
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provides in part as follows:

"Phe physical and other conditions peculiar to the
Basin constitute the basis for this compact, and none
of the States hereby, nor the Congress of the United
States by its consent, concedes that this campact es-

tablishes any general principle or precedent with
respect to any other interstate stream."

It is believed that this Campact equitably apportions the total
available average &nniml virgin water supplies of the Basin,.both surface
and underground, emong the three signatory States, in such manner and in
such amounts as will not only protect all exigting uses within the Basin,

but will insure, insofar as possible, that the aveilable water supplies whén

regulated by storage works, will adequately meet future requirements for

demestic, irrige.ticn, industfi;tl and recreational purposes, and that it
affords ample opportunity for multzple use develo;nnent and for flood control.
It provides for the collaboration by the Ue Se Geological Survey with the
Campact Cqmmissioners of the three States, in the collectiom, correla.tlon

and publication of water facts necessary for the proper administration of

the Campacts
Tt is also believed that this Campact, by its -recOgnition and cor-

relation of the inherent rights of the signe.tory States and their entities,

and those of the Federal Govermment, provides the sound and constructive.basis

dictated by the physical and other conditions peculiar to the Basin, &8

mentioned in Article I of this Campact, for the regulatian, control and most

beneficial uses of the waters of the Basin, which uses are of such vital im-

portance to that arid and semif-arid region.

As Commissioner for the 'Staté of Colorado, I, therefore, S“Wt this
C.tmpact to the 3Lth General Assembly of the State of Colorado, for its com=
aideration,' and recammend the ratification of the same‘ by your H°ﬁ°mble bodyv,

M. C. HINDERLIDER

River Campaot Commissioner

Republican
for Colorado
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