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The State of Nebraska is a party to two existing interstate river compacts.

Because of its central location the State is not affected, except perhaps indirectly,

by any compact of an international nature.

The first interstate compact entered into by Nebraska is the South Platte River

Compact betwsen Colorado and Nebraska. It was the second such campact among irrigation

states to be consented to by Congress. It became effective when signed by the President

in March, 1926.

This compact was negotiated by the duly authorized commisioners for Colorado

and Nebraska in a very few months. In fact, the 1923 Nebraska Legislature authorized

the appointment of a campact commissioner amd, in the same session, ratified the

compact. The absence at the time of any serious controversy betwsen the States or

among water users no doubt accounts for the rapid consummation of the pact.

The purpose of the South Platte River Compact, as set forth in the preamble,

is Mo remove all causes of present and future controversy between said States, and

between citizens of one against citizens of the other, with respect to the waters of

the South Platte River." Tts provisions "bind its citizens, corporations and all

others engaged or interested in the diversion or use of waters of the South Platte

River in that State."

joint expense, of a gaging station at or near the state line and for the exchange anr

It also provides (1) for the maintenance by Colorado and Nebraska, at their
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pbl Leation of records and dsta, (2) for the @tvision of the mters of Lodssale
Greck, & tributary flowing through Nebwashn and antarfng tie ‘outh ' latto ‘iver in
Coloreds, {3) for the allocation sad apparticrmed of all of the wtars flowlsg in
the Soh "latte Mrer (4) that oithar Ttate, its corparticas or ita citlzens, ray
hmmmmw,wwmm.mmw
'mwmmﬁmuummmammm
posaszary rights of wmy, ®e.) et coanllanos by Coloredo with the terms of the
expast and ths Aslivary of wster aceording to ifs Luma shall ralieve that “tats of

ey father ar additioms)l dmand by Nsbranskn o the wters of the ostyeas within

The capact exrdalins 8 doclsretinn thal nelthor tste conssdes

tmt any
gemeral princisle or jracsdzd 1o avtahllshed with reupect to olher Dutore itersiote
exssacts. 3 alsc cxdelns & provision that the eccyact may bo tarmindsd or modified
&t any tiss by seteal cooswt of the slgnstory Labes.

The “cubh Flatte Fiwer Cxewet has bussn in sffest for nvarly teertp-five youre
and has besn adirdsbored by the wdwr officials of the two tates withowt friction ar
ccafiict.

The Rher soupact to whish Hebrasks 18 8 party is the Rapchlicen fiver Cu: net,
mted by the sowissicners for Colorads, Eamsas ont fsbrasks in Nsveh, 1%1,
mmmwmwmﬁmamwmttu&mm. I wes

sbpequetly camsated to by tho Wmmmwm“mimm&ﬁx, 1342,
beoause it costatned & declsretion that the Temilicsn River ad ite tribsteriss ors oot

nav’guble, which the ‘resident inberptnd g8 on sitamgt to withdraw the Sariniiction
of the Inited “tatas cvar the malers of the © ooyl toan Sasln for maposss of mavigslione”
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in hls vsto massape, Mo w-retced his aggwovel, in prinoitds, of & miltaMe covact
to ailocate and appartiss the wuters of the Rusin amng the thrae ‘tates for irrication
asd othar pursoses, and for Joint Fedorel-"tato seilen in the erntrol snd use of said
L TN

On fuguat & 1%2, Congress sprroved b gt greting conpart to the thras
- Statas t¢ mpotliste & Mev cxypool and jowwiding Qo the resticimatlion of & fedsral
reprosantative in the daliderations, Tharesfter, follodng mootinge in “emwer and
represetad, the cownet comlselomre amd the faderel resrassdative eonsaembted
signed & saoond comet on Jsowber X, 1M, I canme in the arizinel allocstions
MM%MWMWWWMSW
r‘mm;mmummwm mumsm-;,mmmmmm
mmms»m»mmmm@xmswwmmm,mawa
recagnlse wses for Irrigstion and domestic purpoeas ap mroparty rights. Ths gecznd
soasact was Izsedistaly af%mm Mﬁ,m conponted
$o by he longreer sy on May 26, 133, It wes approved by the ITesident,

T major pwposse of the Reradlican Rver Comsael are to prowide for the most
afficial =m0 of the mstare af the Basin for =xitinle paronses; to ;eovide far mn
Wamammummmmmzmmm

wotion of the watars in the Hasln is for bonaflclal eonsegtive wsej and to sremcte
Jolnt acticn by the tetes sad the Duited tates in the efficlent wee of water and
the conbral of floods.

fanaliclel oosugtive um is declared to b the basls and mrlacinsle mon whrich
to =ash Hato Drim the com~Red svarare awmml virgin weter suoply orizineting in the
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Zesdn., ‘rovision is mads for edjusting the slloentlcns shoumld e fwlare coymgtod
virgls mtor sap ly of oy snEos vary ure thon tan pwreant Dros the eousded [inges
st forth in ths compoct.

™he exanadt provides that ths wae of ths wnbars therein allocsted shall bs
sbieck to the lawe of the Xabe, for use in whisk the aliocations wre ceds. The
right s civen any signatory tate to participate 1n the eonstrustion ead use of
mmmwwmmmmetmmmwamm
nsvassary [Peporty rigds in an wpor Rate i rrovided, A provision iz mede for the
sdninistration of the compact thromgh the officdal iz esoh "tats < lx rescicible for
adninistering the ablle mater sgmiiss.  rovisian is alse meds for the Unltel tates
MM_EM@%MQMWMWWEMM&MW}M
catich of wmiar Pecords, ) |

tThe regotistin of tids Cowpact =ts comparetively simpdls dis to the fuct Unt
1ittle irrigntion develomeat had toaken place in the Sasin which wrild be thy basis for
intaratate eorgiiloatione and no esekroversy cver ths wstors sxisted at Lhe tine of the
del ibarakl onm, :rammmmatmuosuzm&mwmm
the ahexnoe of the nesi for strean-fior recprds for adlalstretive arposss, the rooords
of the wmiter sufiy of LB Soain WG vEY ASBII0s

[

- Tho alioostions Lo tho various ‘tebes wars hassd lergely of the mmowat of \
mmmammmmmmammumwmmrmﬁ "‘\_;'.
| palomtics in thelr prelisdamy LawectigitSons startet 1n 197 J/
meu@mdmwmmmdwwms
beon s cocaslon fur sisinieterimg the cox-act &8 Fobe. wwmmam
me@mmmamwmx% Ten wars oid otionk
and the ciluas wd De9
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statlons, The Barsan of Heqismatlcn, shich bas cotinmed inwsslicclons in the “maln,
Mmcmwawmmmmmmmhaﬂﬂwmms R
en soxp off the malisr Ssbwuisle trisfariss, lnmsvee, the Bursom bac not coslobaed
mwwwwmmmmwammmmwwamn
feals that 5 awive pralen exists in thiz eommsetion. b would b rurmisine 1€ rome
errars in estimated weler supollaes and sllocations ware ol made, e o the ebo:uoe
of relichle Havhorys resords. mmywmmmmwm
eaanact say fzpedz develssmant I oetalc areaz serves to anhazize the ased for sir i

fiow roeords on il stvanss sven Lhogyh €hs waluws of m megords 1o wadewsiopsd areas

my A . recnz-iamd randily,

A thils W=me Share are no oropossd comwcte In which Lobrasia is ﬁ:&*r@tﬁ.
| Thars hes boen euds ectmlderation ziven to the aertlating sf 2 oosact ,,ﬂ the hite
Plvar botwssh the tuter of fSozdh alkots and Robrasks bat -a:’;m%ﬁiy thara te no
ppospect of Any lzmsedists sotion balng taten.

The Sorth “latte Mwer is mmmmmar@mmmm%@mm
This girase I8 now belng adsindstorad wnlder the Unlted “talae wprww Sept wores
handed domn fn 1745, folloving mcrs than L yours of axpensive litigation acns Sbe
stztes of Coloradn, Tyomuing and Febreska asd um nited “tafese An altont Lo Doy
tiats s comant an the Rorth ”l&ttafutwmmm m.’.am:;mm e
posed af rorapsdetivas of ths throo Ratos and the Ualtad "tates b asd sade 2
pralininsrr daft of & compact. B coxmlesion cominaed ite offards wll i%% oud
umwmwmﬁmmnmmwmmmumm T Dact
that ths river wes devaliopsd cuite fully and many vestad rights were irwolved larzaly
accomts for the difTicuity in ariving et & povact. .
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Mithoash sdainlstretion of the river uwnder the Comd “seres aopar+dly bas
beon setisfustory sinoe the ‘ecras begwse affective in 135, It hes oot yot bea
tactod 4wring & pariod of drodth so that It camwob be sald Siat $3 will bo sstisluo-
tary andsr all ecaditicide Already thore bawe erissn soveral qasatioms &s (o the
itarprotabias of the bores, resuiting in s cudtrovarsy uithin omr Rabs vhich is
delaying jwoposed siditisaal devalooamt ob thoe river, Perhape 1f & epaot had
bast mads thars would now be no ogoasion for sardroversy.

hm:-idqw:m%%ﬂm@m%mwdmm-
coxdgie and prafars thy commeel mathod of appartioaing the wtars of mtarutste
striams to Logt of costly Low suits.
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