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pis shared up and dowiiconsequences -wOuld be
devastating for Although its value anes

with-grow---
powr alley the string of Cities fom

that galley and to our state mg conditions imgation generally
Kansas

City to Lawrence to Topeka to
Nebraskans outside the

yalley have creases
crop yields Typically tt at least

Manhattan that are the prune eco
real interests in the

case too doubles the value of the land and taxes
nomic ensne of the state

For starters there the
taxpayers paid Ofl it

SprawlTng affluent Johnson County
of the

litigation expected to run to In southwest Nebraska
irrigated

is the Kansas Cil
metropolitan areas

more than $10 million The Kansas land under center
pivots is valued at

primar growth area nearl doubling
Legislature appropriated $900000 to

about $1160 an acre Drylandacres
in

population overthe
last.twodecades

press thecase this year The Nebraska with
irrigation potential average

to 435000 and adduvanadditionalLegislature appropriatad$680 000 an acre and dryland acres with no irri- l0dehe
case this YcL4.nnkL gat1onpotentiisl.$4324..___-._

see .that growth in-the
if

F9rEldorMoore--imgation has

$3OO000-andup homes rising in devel
braskans could be liable for tetuis of msl helped make the

iifferee betveen
opthents such as Cedar reek in

lionsof dollars in 4aniages for
past Wa- success and fulure in abusiness where

Olathe .where man-made vaterfalls
icr overuse by Nebraska farmers prices haven changed lo since he

cascade down limestone walls and
golf

Taxpayrsalso could be asked to buy first
got into the game 44

years ago
carts skitter around an 8-hole-coursØ

tfrrigateä farmland that loses its water Driving fr9ni field to field in his red
Last

year alone more than 3.300 newrights tocdmensate farinerwfor land dleselpickup recently Moore looked
homes were built in Johnson County

that
suddenly would be worth much out over1 the Il center

pivots arching As the
county has grown so has its

less
over has land The

pivots are fed by 17

consumption of Kansas River weterColorado
taxpayers

face
paying wells some dnlled as close as

quar- drawn from the river at Æconckte in
Kansas from $30 million Colorados tsr- mile to the river and others in the

take bunker near Overland Park
-offer to $50 million the .amount hills above.the

valley floor
The water district

gets water fromsought by Kansas for Colorados over- The
resulting income has

helped him
the Kansas and Miscouri Rivers tàli-4consumption on the Arkasisas.River

1buy
lots ogroceries feed fuel and nsa-

ready is
taking almost 10 billiohgelPotentially three timei tnuch water chmery cycling

the benefits of
irrtga- IOns

year from the KahsasRjr and
is at stake in the Kadsas-Nebraska con- tion throughout the conimunit

has plans for 15 billionmoreflict over the Repubh6an Rier
Johnson and other

muniripal waterIf the issue of whether Nebraalth has
Trickle-Down officials

say theyre concerned- thereusedtoo much Republk River Water
tnckle-down deal said Bill wont be water to meet such needs if

weras
simple as log atsthe nuns-

Moore whO now rents most of his fa- things donl change in NebraskaCbersiNebras woldnt seem to have thers land Its not just the first There are-indications the aimost un-greatcase
like Dad and that take water limited use of new wells in NebraskaThe figures show that the four

i.the ground has reduced the amount of flow
comang

decades since Nebrask Kanim iand
But over the last decade Kansas of- across the line said ka ShannonCOlorado formed acompact and.began

2ftcsals have complained that Nebras- Topekas water
engineer and

presidenttrackin water cOnaumptionNebraska las
unregulated drilling and pumping

of water
cooperative formed by thehas exceeded its annual allOcation Ii

in and around the Reubhcan haverer cities on.the Kansas River
1times Nebraskas excess consumption duced the river tvolunie and deprived

Said Shannon We feel we need to1has averaged 6.5 billion
gallonsa year insas of itaalJottd flows protect our futuregl 5enough to

supply metropolitan Onia-
In the msin stem of the Republicanhaa water needs or

alittle more than
just .ipstreªtt frm-Harlan County Losers WinnerstWomonths

Reservoir river flows.over the last dcc-
But its.not

simple case of KansasThe Nebraska recOrd is.mdch
worse ads are 40

percent below.what they av-
municipalities trying to take water

on some tributaries whre
figures show

eraged during the 1960s
from Nebraska farmers Shannon arNebraska has exceeded allocations by The drop generally is attnbuted to
gues iss matter of Kansas

getting the
almost 12 billion gallons year on av- two factors the

drilling of
irrigation water.it is entitled toerage wells in and around the

riverbed ii- And some interests in each state
But all those

figures will be in dii- phomng off water that would have would benefit if the other state prepute been in the river and
terracing and

vailsNelraska will
question their accu- otiŁr conservation measures by farm-

Forexample Harlan County andtitsracy
and

arue that Kansas hasªlnsostt era that have limited the amount of $28 million
year recreation

industry
alwaystreceived its full allocation even runoff from rain and

irrigation getting count on Republican River flows to
hn Nebraska took mOce than its tothe nver

keep reservoir levels high and stable forshareKansas will proablargue thaLt Nraaka.irriga5orsoveithe hat
fi5hing.d boating

the
figures understate Nebraskas over- aif-centuiy have drtlledmore than

Those recreation.jpaergim
could.aØeaee5l030Q wells within the

river toseflows incree if1h case fdrAttliŁ heart of the ddpute ii the Re_
inôudifig.anestimated 2t600 believed

farmers in southwestNebraska to fti5ipublicauRiver narrow shallow 430- take.wster directly from the
nver- exceeding water àllocations OritlleRŁmile cverway that begins humbly on beq tillmg of new wells and replaceL

publican tributaries
that.help feed I-Hf-

the hihdry plains
of eastern5 Cob- ment vellS continues today

desplteian
But the recreationsndCsty alsorado Kansas complaints

could be hurtCif a-court forced addiThe
river fed

primarily by fickle In all these years development has
tional releaas from the reservoir dtrainfall slices across the extreme occurred in Nebraska

essentially Ufl-

ing summer months to meetKansas
ir

northwest comer of Kansas before checked David Pope Kansas chief
rigatidn needs someih5ng Kansas hascrossing

into southwest Nebraska It water officer complained II
meeting

oreviously sought in
negotiations with

then meanders
through eight counties of compact members last year Jebraska

.along Nebraskas southern border be- But how much of the decreased flow
Arid some farmers in northwest --

ore
dipping back into Kansas

just east into Kansas is due to irrigation pump- Kansas are opposed to their states law-
of

Superior ingand howmuchto other causes isnt
suit Thats because

they are
exceeding j5At Jtinction Cit Kant thCRe ii 3knowniThree of the four

lOcally allocations on some Republican tribu-can oins the Smois Hill River toformt elected natural resources district
tanes and like their Nekraska-neighthe.ansa.River KahsasrnOst impor- oards lb Nebraskgs part

of the Re- bors could ultimately see their water-- tant
waterway and one that serves publican valley haverefused to

require off
more thant million neoplein.some of

farmers install meters on wells
ug Its lear isat

those
syttiithe

most-I the silites biegeft cities its capisaltTo qmeasure actual
irrigation Water use

lose
areNebraskairngators.peka

college townst of.Lawrence .The three states makmg.up the Com-
Jeriy-Nap ofMcCook past president

pact try5to estimate Nebraska Con- of the National Association of Re
and Mahnattan and

1the boommg
sutioneachyearbased on the nuns-

sources Districts said he worries that
..wessem suburbs of.Kansas City sue

.ber of wells the
amouæ ofcwatetw.Nirrigators in Nebraska Kunsas and

Overland ParkShawnee and Olafhe
neededto

grow acrop and thpount CblOrado all could lose in the red with
5The

ioots of thedispute between tof rainfall in the valley
SFctt ies and industries ih Ksnsas

coming
Kansas and Nebraska go back

flore Those records .iddiiite that Ne
out on topthan six decàdinto

time when irOfli
bramka took more rtedtha its

total0
really am cOncerned for the fucally the river overflowed.its banks

allocation most
recently in l99-9l

cure he said Thats what were talk-
On the

night of May 301935 more LThat
period time of extended

ing
Ilbout here because this iont be

than 20inches Of rain the Re drought that dropped the Republican settled for l0to
l5 yØarsMany peoplepublican Valley causing massive flood- to trickle and had

fly in Kansas
iwho are landowners out ibcaXung the time the waters iŁceded 112 andNebrsska

despairing
for the ba-

meyer be affected But theirHERALD people were dead 21000 livestock had sins future is what brought thdis dren couldhe
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Water-Use Ru
BY JULLEANDEISSON Nebraskans First water-asers groundwater and sdrface watert the-alluvium thebed of sand and

WORLD-HERALD STAFF OWTEO
group

-Daid Mike Breon asSeandia Kan gtavel assobiated.witsi the river

McCook Neb In many waTt
la

many ways
Nebraska and farmer and chairman-of the Lower 5q The-Miildte

Repablicaa .and.Tfl

what will be on trial in the lawsuit
Kanias

provide study
ia

ground Republican Water Usets Here5we llasinNRDs.aee ised to-take ad

pittmg Kansas agootati Nebratka water contrasts match
ap

of the live with it

every day 4y 4yttvantage of that of The Lower Re

over Repablicaa River water will be havei vs the have-nosy and of local Kansas alsoxhascses5geiniiirumdh-Pssblican-NRDiscinsiderisi itt-

-Nebraskas watertase prsctiees çoqtrol of water vs itate euntrot ssrdbte streamllawvunVmany-oiisghSTtserUpperRepubticanlPRD last

For decades three of the four to Nebraska particakirly in the west waterways meludmgt5se RepublsJyear esiabtobedla dotrictwule mora

cally elect natural resources dis em Republican Basin is relatively can When streams flows get belowd-wssnriamon new wells

tries boards in the.Nebraaka
part

of -flash woh groundwater. to all-bat- ihosodnvirts-ihestate cab shut off us- State Sent Chris Bentler of Lab-

the Republican Basin hove allowed
she Upper Republican NRD 0ersjwhosevoierTrigbtsswere.graniedt5colnsthdhe

thinks abasinwide-mor-
--

irrigators so drill wellstlargely wish- groundwater has- not significantly--- sIte llbvhino-.

out restriction
dectmed As the

dispute witb KansasIlsas ntay be needed%jj5
And for she most purl Nebraska

Water in Nebraska risers and heated
up

Nebraska has mcreasedaTerry Woollen0oftAlma Neb

irrigators
base not- been reqoiced to streams is

regulated by
she slote.and groundwater farmŁcjilhidtmedtberriof6shev Lower

fr-measure how much wales theyre us-
those who want In use is have snob- Tbeough the eieation ofspeialRbpnbliªantNRDCboàrdVsaid that

mg
tam adored state waler ngbl regulatory areas Nebraska NRDsstNBDs even with

msgarors serv

I-c -5- Kiinsaà has eopressedqfrustrationy-
Bat--groundwater is largely rega-- have long had aathorisy to regulasetihgon theft boards .can make

r- with the dcillingand with tbegliAl
lased by ihe NRDs often run by.lo- groundwater The UppbrRepublicahvsoagh decisions oil waterusd

pace
of Nebraskas efforts to-

regu-
cally

elected farmers No waler-
began using shataathiiriy to limiliThe problem- he said is that

late
gruuaowaser

dses rights are required In drill well at- welt-drilliugand pnmpingin-l978i.labgroundwater levels are -holding

Recently some basin waler mers IhoulAc wells mast be registered wish In 1996 she Nebraska Legislature -steady and.that there is lillleinfor

have said that tigisier rolls may.be
she state enganded NRDs groundwater au- masion oft she

groundwaser-surface

needed so strengthen Nebraskas go-
Kansas has limited amounts of ihority by legally recognizing fur shet waler connection

sition in the Kamas suit and so pro-
gronndwaser many places andisas first time she eonnertion between Tighter controls are starting-- so

tecr future water supplies
seen severe groundwater deelmes as groundwater

-and sarfare water- m-t make more sense to some in she ha-

Two of the basin NRDs thaI she west As result is
has

-regulated some lucatsom Underthe law she sin
s- --

didnt already meter wells have groundwater use much more tightly stare can intervene in interstate -dii- Ran- Fliehr us McCook fahsser

inovd kward doingso oiid she-third The wholeafKonsas hasteaeised if NRDs are nai asing hesr- saidhe opposed metering wells as ro-

-is-considering it
group organized

we dont have an.unliissiied
supply of authority as needed

-cenrly
as linonshs

ago

by Coy llen Nelson bat been work- water-and we have so leam-to man- -And she- NRDa have joined
usud-- Frtehershafrmanof ttsetCover

lieg on recusnnsendasioris to help she age it said Kenny Nelsen maiiager ies being conducted by she Univer- noris..Republicanl Rivir
Advisory

NRDs manage groundwater
of an iresgasion district Coars5and-.sity of Nebraska-Lincoln- and the Conskniioinn nOw beliesesthebasm

Other water-mers epposeSarther
Kan shot gels irrigation waree from U.S Gmlogscal Survey so driermine needs-so mesee and

keep besterwa-

regulation espressmg
concem that

Harlan County Reservoir whether wells ace uffecsmg riser 5cr use records

she ssase wilt-ave wasde metering sn .AushorityoverKansasgronndwn- flows The commission has reeom-

las farmers waler --
sec ties wish she ssase

Irrigasors
muss The

Legislature-
alse ha given mended developing criteria so limit

Meanwhile NRI Snagers say
obtain waser rights thai species how NRDs

tho.optians
of

rnesermg
wells dfdlmg in- slime areas and to

stop

tsheadissricss hnve wielded auihorssy
much water -cnn be used and tow and sloppingt new ones while

she roarsdwaser declines as others

iffectiCly-as-
the Nebrilika Legisla_many acres canbe wasered ssudkes are underssay jv4i 4aic Suuh criterik would- help NRD

tare has granted it

Kansas also has long recognized
The

Legislature
this

year dobatedf
boards decide when new wells

The NRDs and the-ingiators
will she relationship between grdundwa- reuiring meters and adosing a--s Tshould be allowedsnd allow them so

%respond to poblem Sat not to ter and flows in area- sireanis andliv- well-drilling morasarium as parts
of act without bemg considered bad

7-political or perceived problem shut era concept known as.conjunctive- shy basin The measure failed under Friebe said

revolves around shreatheed lawsuit use heavy opposilion froth farmers If
helps she lawauis7fmC7he

iwith neighboring slate which is not People in Kansas dons under- bompromise prosided- SSOfl.000 said But wese raid weresrythg so

-being harmed by their action said stand how Nebraska can argae
that year for each of sheoexs three yearil- manage- our water .for future

Don Adams Jr execasise director of there not connection between to help pay for masallm meten as generations

rj-------l .c -s

tAa
_- LJ----

tt

Acre feet theunansts

t.Ttlal ugscnslm tnt Nsbrsuka 390690
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Uncertainty Clouds

KLa1Questioiis
BY HENRY CORDES

Kansas Compact figures have always

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU included pumped goundwat

Lincoln As he prejares
to

repres
braskas consumptlon

lent Nebraska rn critical water dis-- Stenberg
will argue however that

piite
with Kansas Attorne3f

General aince- the compact does not menti9n

Don Stenberg
has boasted that Kansas groundwater or wells only

sdrfac Wa-

cant win .- ter taken
directly

from the river couiits

Don Pitts the assistant attorney gen--
Kansas offilnals have called Sten-

eral handling
Kansas case fOr Attor- bergs argument absurd If the compact

ney
General Carla Stovall gives

few limits the amouitof water Nebrasca

details about his
strategy

but leaves the
can take from the river they say it bars

-5impression
he knows somethingyou

Nebraska from taking it indirectly by

dont pumping connected groundwater.

Both men put on confident facein .Kansas
has some precedent on its

acasein which millions of dollars and side There are no references to

entire livelthoods are at stake.The con- groundwater in the compact between-

.-.fidence is based on the fact that each
Colorado and Kainas on the Arkansas

can.make strong case
River Butthe SupremeCqurtin- l995

The outcome will depend on howthe ruled that Colorados pumping
bf

U.S Supreme Court if ir takes the groundwaterdidcount

case interets.a little-explored
area of

Also on Kansas side One Of Ne--

water law
braskas allegations

in an ongoing suit

On the plus
side for Kansas.Figures

with Wyommg over flows in the North

1- kept by the states indicate that Ne-
Platte River is that Wyonungs ground-

braska numerous- times has eAceeded water pumping has depleted
flows

its share of the water from the Republi-
Thats an inconsistency that Kansas

Ean River Recent court rulings
have probably will be all too happy to

point

fÆvored Kansas
OUt

In Nebraskas favor Even if-Ne-
In.Nebraskas favor is the.burden of

braska.has taken too much waterKan- proof Even if the court.accepts
coist

sas does not
appear

to he suffØred -Junctive
use Kansas will have yo

prove

much harm potentially
the most rriti- scientifically

that such relationship

al issue in Nebraskai defense
exists on the Republican River and

Theres an- awful lot of uncertainty
showhow much water is involved

-here said David Aiken water-law-
Kansas will have to overcome that-

specialisi at the Univetsity- of Nhbra-
hurdle

using hydrological
and

geologi

--
ka-l.incoln

This is- not simple
stuff

cal tests reams of.data and complinl

Thereis lot-of new law to be made computer models tracking
the move-

In recent inierviews Stenberg.in
Lin-

ment of groundwater along every
mile

j. coIn and POts in Topeka discussed of the river in Nebraska

-some of the key legal questions
that fig

lts definitely
not gimme for Kan-

-ure to play
out in.Kansas vs Nebraska sas Aiken said

ls Nebraska.talCi1iflOreWater
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