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REPUBLICAN RIVER BASIN

SURFACE WATER IRRIGATION DISTRICTS

P.O BOX 116

CAMBRIDGE NE 69022

RECEIVED

May 26 2007 PlAY 29 2007

DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

Ann Bleed Director

Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

301 Centennial Mall South

4th Floor

P.O Box 94676

Lincoln NE 68509-4676

Re Republican River Basin Irrigation Districts

Dear Director Bleed

Currently there are many decisions being made which substantially impact the

future of water use in the Republican River Basin These decisions include devising

methods to comply with the provisions of the Kansas litigation settlement the

fonnulation of integrated management plans and the development of long term policy to

assure continuing compliance with the requirements of the Republican River Compact

The undersigned who are representative of the majority of the surface water irrigation

projects in the basin feel that it is imperative for those Districts to be an integral part of

the decision making process Not only in the above mentioned areas but indeed in all

matters relating to water use regulation in the Republican River Basin The surface water

irrigation Districts believe that it is not only their responsibility but their legal right to be

an active and equal participant in policy formation with other entities in the basin

Since in our view the type of participation outlined in this letter has not always

been available to the irrigation districts we would like to meet with you at your earliest

convenience to discuss how we might make this participation consistent and meaningful

in the future



Yours truly

Frenchman Cambridge Irrigation District



Yours truly

Bostwick Irrigation District of Nebraska

By/ 1T2t



Yours truly

RW Irrigation District

By



Yours truly

Frenchman Valley Irrigation District

Byp
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Harlan County Lake Historical Trigger Years

Results Target Irrigation Release of 119000 Acre-feet

YES Water Short Year

WY Oct Nov Dec 1Jan Feb Mar Apr May
1976 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO

1977 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

1978 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

1979 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

1980 YES YES YES NO NO NO NO NO

1981 YES YES YES. YES YES YES YES YES

1982 YES YES NO NO NO NO NO NO

1983 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO N0

1984 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO--

1985 YES YES YES YES NO NO NO NO

1986 NO NO 1o NO NO NO NO NO

1987 YES YES NO NO NO NO NO NO

1988 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO
1989 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

1990 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES-

1991 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
1992 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
1993 YES YES YES YES YES NO NO NO
1994 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO
1995 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO N0

1996 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO
1997 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO-

1998 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO

1999 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO

2000 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO

2001 YES YES YES YES YES NO NO NO

2002 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES-
2003 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
2004 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES-

2005 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
2006 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES--

2007 YES YES YES YES YES YES

NO
YES

JcI

7o

12 12

20 20

14 15 16 18

18 17 16 14

18

14



STATE OF NEBRASKA

Dave Heineman OFFICE OF ThE GOVERNOR

3ouemor
P.O Box 94848 Lincoln Nebraska 685094848

Phone 402 471-2244 gov.heineman@gov.ne.gov

July30 2007

Dear Water Policy Task Force Members

am sorry cannot be with you As you may know my father passed away and am attending

his funeral today hope you have productive meeting and would like to share some

thoughts with you

First thank you for your service on this task force greatly appreciate the input and ideas you

have shared with me since have been Governor As you know the conjunctive management

of surface water and ground water is very complex issue involving not only difficult

technical issues but also challenging legal economic and political
issues

Due in large part to the hard work of the members of the Water Policy Task Force we have

made significant progress As you have often stressed the State will not be successful in

resolving our water problems unless we have an adequate source of funds to provide the data

necessary to develop valid solutions and to develop and implement successful water

management pians In the last legislative session we made substantial progress towards this

goal with the passage of LB 701 This bill provides four million dollars for management of

riparian vegetation which is clogging our streams creates the Water Resources Cash Fund to

address interrelated surface water and ground water issues statewide and provides the

authority for the Republican River NRDs to raise funds to help insure compliance with the

Republican River Compact and more importantly help the basin achieve sustainable

balance between water supply and use LB 701 addresses both our short-term issues in the

Republican River Basin and creates framework for addressing our water challenges with the

Platte River Cooperative Agreement All of these efforts hopefully will assist the NRDs and

the DNR as they work together to develop effective Integrated Management Plans

want to particularly thank the Republican River Natural Resources Districts surface water

irrigation districts and individual farmers and ranchers for working with the DNR to meet our

challenges to achieve sustainability of our water supplies and to achieve compliance with the

Republican River Compact Obviously we have more work to do To insure compliance with

the Republican River Compact the allocations for ground water pumping probably will need

to be lower than what is currently being discussed publicly However it is possible that the

allocations could be increased in future years if we can successfully implement vegetation

management programs water augmentation projects surface water buy-outs and other

-programs that will reduóe the amount of waterconsumed in the basin If these and other ideas

prove successful the State of Nebraska will work with the NRDs to increase allocations

where appropriate

continued

An Equal Opporturdty/Affirmatiue Action Employer
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Although the details of the hydrology and nature of the problems in the Platte River Basin are

different those in the Republican Basin the Platte also must develop and implement

integrated management plans to achieve sustainability of water supplies and to comply with

the three state agreement This agreement the Platte River Recovery and Implementation

Program requires that by the end of 2008 Nebraska have plan in place to decrease the

depletions to the Platte River to the 1997 level of development Meeting this deadline will be

challenge

Funding the offsets for new water uses from 1997 to 2005 is an issue that must be resolved

As have stated many times before the State is willing to assist in finding for these offsets

but the State should nOt be responsible for funding the entire program

The reductions in the Platte and Republican River Basins are necessary and critical steps

toward achieving long-term sustainable solution to our water problems Maintaining

water supply for future uses is goal that must be met if we are to maintain bright future for

our State We must make difficult decisions today for more prosperous tomorrow am

confident that by working together we can ensure better management of our water supply

Again thaiik you for your 1edership on these challenging water issues

Sincerely

Dave Heineman

Governor State of Nebraska
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