46" ANNUAL MEETING

1
N

REPUBLICAN RIVER COMPACT ADMINISTRATION

Proposed Agenda:
August 10, 2006

- Huck Boyd Center
Phillipsburg, Kansas
9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

oW =

10.
11.
12.

Introductions

Adoption of Agenda
Approval of Previous Annual Meeting Minutes
Report of Chairman
Commissioners' Reports
a. Colorado

b. Nebraska

Federal Reports

a. Bureau of Reclamation
b. Corps of Engineers

c. Geological Survey
Committee Reports

-~ a. Engineering Committee

b. Conservation Committee
c. Legal Committee
Unfinished Business :

New Business and Assignments to the Compact's Committees

Remarks from the Public
Future Meeting Arrangements
Adjournment
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Located in southwestern Nebraska, the Mtddle Repubhcan Natural Resources DlStrlCt
consists of all of" I'Iayes, I—Iltchcock and Red erlow Counnes, most of Frontler County,
and the southern one- fourth of meoln ‘County. The dtstrrct is' bounded: by the Karisas- stat

- ltne on the south. and is 72 mrles wrde (from east to west) and 63 mtles long (from north 0

§ south) The ctty of McCook is the largest mumcrpalrty

‘The total land area of the dlstrtct is 3, 805 square mtles, or2, 449 380 acres. One din erght acres’
s 1rr1gated Current property tax for the drstrrct is 623 518 The levy rate 1s 40760 In 2005—
06, more than 40% of the drstrtcts $1 370, 7007budget has: been allocated o Groundwater '

B Management

In the past the focus of the MRN RD has been on Water Quanttty The current focus i

g on’ Integrated Management In mosttrespects, Integrated Management wtll address Wat r

Quanttty 1ssues In November 2004, the Board of Dtrectors adopted Ground Water
Management Area Rules and Regulatrons and’ Integrated Management Plan, effecttve Janu
2005 This; process initially began i in ]uly of 1996 after the passage of LB, 108, legrslatton that”
first’ recogn17ed the relattonshlp between ground water and surface water tn Nebras cstatutes
" Action by the NRD and the Department was delayed when Kansas filed their lawsuit against
Nebraska in May of 1998. With the settlement of the lawsuit in December of 2002 and the

final determination made by the Department in June of 2003, ‘the Department and thc NRD

began actively pursuing management concepts -thar would ensure compliance with the compact

settlement without Jeopardtzmg the economtc vtabtltty, socral and envrronmental health safety,

and welfare of the Republican’ Rtver Bastn

These rules, which will help Nebraska maintain comphance ‘with the Republican. Rtver ‘
Compact Settlement, limit pumping to a total of 39 inches over a three-year period begrnmng
in 2005. They also include a moratofium on new wells and no new development of irrigated

acres. Reductions resultmg from active participation in mcenttve programs such as CREP and

'Water"'Usage
Frontier Irrigation 536481.27 67748.8 | 563
Hayes < - {Trrigation ~ .- .0 /'585623.01 [67271.8 |472°
Hitchcock Irrigation 296707.10 | 37607.8 |51t
Lincoln Irrigation - ; 1 710847.64 75628.7 | 513
Red Willow | Irrigation 508751.86 |52140.6 |810

Average Usage:Dlstrlct-W|de '8.78 %

*A/I data are prowstonal and. sub]ect to rev15/on
Last Revised - January 2006
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EQIP that will permanently or temporarily retire irrigated acres will be necessary to maintain
compliance with the Republican River Compact settlement. The Department of Natural
Resources and the Middle Republican NRD will work toward developing and funding water ~
conservation incentive programs to achieve these reductions. Additional revisions, based on

annual review of Compact compliance, will be considered in the future.

The Rules and Regulations for the Ground Water Management Area will continue the
management actions of the NRD first started with metering of wells in 1998 and certification of

acress in 2003. The Integrated Management Plan was the first such plan approved in Nebraska.

As of ]anuafy 1, 2005, all regulated wells (wells that pump more than 50»gall:6;1s pe} minute)
in the District were required to be metered. There are currently 3,255 regulated wells in the
district watering a total of 313,605.25 certified acres. The Average water use for irrigation
district-wide was 14.85 acre inches in 2004. In 2005, producers self—regulated an additional

30%, pumping an average of 8.78 acre inches.

, 74,056.30
.| Hayes ..~ | . 68,328.30
“Hitcheock | 39,037.35
| Lincoln™ | " 76,467.80
““| Red Willow 55,720.50

* | Upper Republican NRD 6 527;90
Middle Republican NRD | - - 387 - -2,781.12
5,870.54

"I Lower Republican NRD
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Lower Repubiican NRD

Twin Valley Weed Management Area raised $90,000 through
grants and donations to spray Salt Cedar at Harlan. 450 acres will be
sprayed by helicopter beginning August 23,

Republican River Riparian Management Study

In conjunction with Southwest Nebraska RC&D, Middle
Republican NRD, and the Upper Republican NRD we have applied
for a $150,000 grant through the Interrelated Water Management
Plan Program. We would monitor the impact of riparian management
- on three separate one mile stretches of the Republican River. There
would be one demonstration site in each of the Lower, Middle, and

Upper Republican NRD's.
EQIP Special Initiative

The Lower Republican NRD has pledged $110,000 in
cooperation with the Middle Republican NRD, Upper Republican
NRD, DNR, and NRCS to make available $1,722,000 for permanent
irrigation easements. At $675 per acre, approximately 2,551 acres
will be retired.

2005 EQIP — Irrigated to Dryland

The Lower Republican NRD had nearly 6,000 acres enrolled in
the four year program at a total cost of $250 per acre.

CREP Contracts Approved

~ The Lower Republican NRD has 7,538 acres enrolied in the
CREP program as of today.
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