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Get. 12, 2004

Daniel Smith, MRNRID Manager and MRNRD Doard of nu‘ec’coxs
Middle Republican IMatural Resources District
P.O. Box 81
220 Ceunter Ave,
Clurtis, NE 69025

Dear Daniel and MRNRD Board of Directors,

Eollowing are coraments to the proposed rules and regulations for the Ground Water
Msanagement Ares and the Integrated Management Plan (IMP) cunrently being considered
by the Midd]e Republican Natural Resources District (MRMRD).

Also under Chapter 6, the IMP must have as a purpose “sustaining a balance between
water uses and water supplies so that the can be achieved and maintainsd for both the
near term and the long term”. However, wnder the Ground Water Management Area
Rules and Regulations that were a.dopfed July 1, 1998 and last revised in November,

2003, tie reguireinent was o “mainain, in aceordance with the districts ground wate
management plan, a ground water reservoir life of at least seventy-five vears.” This
would seem contradictory with the idea of sustaining a balance between uses and supplies
and manages for the end of the economic viahility, social and environmental health,
safety, and welfare of the Republican River Basin within a fow generations.

In addition fo compiiance with the Republican River Compact, additional values of
surface water should be considered. Because the IMP accounts for the connection
hetween surface water and ground water, any reductions in surface water declines are
imporiant to the owners of Nebracka’s natural resources, the citizens themselves,
Advances are being made that put values on surface water dependent recreational goods
and services, fish and wildlife, and quality of life for Nebraskans., It would scem wise to
include information regarding these and other surface walter socio-cconomic values.
Admlmmﬁy aurface water quality for fih, wildlife and recreational uses, as well as
water quality issues related to NPDLS Permite, TMDL’s, and Section 401 Water Quality
Certilvation, are examples of suiface water quality issues that could be benefited by
IvIPs.

Your development of the IMP is to be commended. Restoration of flows to the

Republican River will bring renewed benefits for fish and wildlife resources, which will
1 Lurn ucrease guality of Life and cconomic benefit to the area.
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af
Jghn Kilpatrick

Fisheries Biologist
Nebraska Game and Parks (,om"m%xon

Sincerely,

DNR 005354



