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Summary:  Rick Kolbeck, owner of a residence in Ford County and domestic Water 
Right, File No. 360.01 filed, through his attorney, a written complaint of water right 
impairment, which was received at the Stafford Field Office of the Kansas 
Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources (“DWR”) on March 25, 
2011.  See Attachment A.  In the complaint Mr. Kolbeck asserts that area wells are 
impairing the use of his domestic wells such that they do not adequately meet his 
needs for water.   
 
On August 30, 2011, DWR staff instrumented well sites on and around Mr. 
Kolbeck’s property and began collecting data from these sites.  Staff also analyzed 
historical water level data from other nearby wells.  Analysis of historical water 
level measurements indicates that water levels are declining on the order of one foot 
per year in an approximately six-mile radius around Mr. Kolbeck’s domestic wells.  
However, well logs show differences in hydrogeology between Mr. Kolbeck’s well 
sites and nearby pumping wells.  Furthermore, water level measurements in Mr. 
Kolbeck’s original water well, which was abandoned in 2009, were observed to be 
declining at a much lesser rate than was observed in the other nearby wells.  In 
light of these observations, DWR staff have not found a conclusive relationship 
between regional pumping and water levels at Mr. Kolbeck’s domestic wells.  DWR 
staff also did not observe any indications of well-to-well interference between Mr. 
Kolbeck’s domestic wells and any nearby well. 
 
During the investigation Mr. Kolbeck drilled three new wells, then applied for and 
was granted a certified water right – 360.01 – for his domestic wells.  In the process 
of establishing the certified water right, DWR staff observed that Mr. Kolbeck was 
able to operate his domestic wells to produce enough water to meet his stated needs.  
See Attachments B, C and D.   
 
Complaint:  In his written complaint, Mr. Kolbeck did not quantify the degree to 
which he claims to be impaired and presented no information on the historical 
pumping rate of his domestic well.  Mr. Kolbeck’s complaint focused on a timeline of 
events wherein the output of his domestic well became inadequate and two wells 
were subsequently drilled to replace it.  The complaint requests that the division 
investigate well-to-well impairment between Mr. Kolbeck’s wells and 25 specific 
appropriated rights and 8 term permits as well as the possibility that impairment 
may be due to regional declines. 
 
Location:  Mr. Kolbeck’s domestic wells and the neighboring wells are located in 
rural Ford County about 13 miles south of Dodge City.  See Figure 1. 
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